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THE 
Preface to the Reader. 


H E Lives of thoſe who 
have been ſhining Lights 
to the Age they lived in; 

(=o Perſons of eminent Piety 

Weg and exalted Virtue, are 

deſervedly eſteemed and 
valued, and when well drawn up can- 
not but afford a great deal of uſeful 
and inſtructive Entertainment, and 
when full and accurate Accounts of 
them cannot be obtained, rather than 
have thoſe Things that may be ſaid 
of them entirely omitted, we are Wil- 
ling to accept of ſhorter and more 
imperfect Ones. 


&# © 


Perſon ef Abilities proportioned to ſuch 
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It were to be wiſhed that ſome 


rr 
a Work, and intimately acquainted 
with the late Pious and Learned Mr. 
REYN OUD S, wou'd have favoured 
the World, with a Narrative of his 
Life. He was poſſeſſed of ſo many 
conſpicuous and reſplendant Vertues, 
lived a Life of ſuch cloſe and conſtant 
Communion with God, ſuch generous 
and extenſive Benevolence to Man- 
kind, ſuch ſtrict Sobriety, Chaſtity and 
Temperance, ſuch abſtractedneſs from 
this World, and the Concerns and 
Pleaſures of it; and in a Word, was 
ſo very Serious, Heavenly and Spiri- 
tual in the whole of his Converſation, 
that ſuch a Narrative cou'd not fail 
of being highly Acceptable to good 


Men, and greatly beneficial to the 


World. But tho? no Perſon thus qua- 
lified has undertaken this Work, nor 
do I know of any that will, it is not 
thought proper entirely to drop it: 
Applications have been made upon this 
Head to a Perſon entirely unequal and 
| diſproportioned to ſuch a Work, and 
: polleſſec with a very ſtrong Averſion 
to engage in ſo publick an Affair, an 
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„„ 
who has: for theſe Reaſons declined it 
for ſome time; and reliſted Sollicitations 
thereto; but rather than nothing ſhou'd 
be ſaid of one, who deſerves ro have 
ſo much faid of him and hi: Amiable 
and Excellent Example ſhou'd not at 
all be preſented to the Eyes of the 
World, He has at laſt been prevaiÞd 
upon to give as juſt and full a Repre- 
' ſentation of him as he can. In doing 
ſo, I have uſed as my Guide for the 
molt part his own Manuſcripts. They 
breath his Temper and Spirit, aad 
much better deſcribe him than I can 
pretend to do. I preſume, that thole, 
who love Seriouſneſs and Piery, will 
not be angry with me for giving 
them ſuch large Extracts out of them; 
I look upon them, (and I don't queſ- 
tion but they will) as the moſt valu- 
able Part of this Work, and indeed ir 
was chiefly a Deſire to make theſe pub- 
lick that engaged me in this Affair. 

MAN x that were well acquainted 
with Mr. RevNoL Ds, will perhaps 
wonder, that ſo many Things that they 
themſelves knew concerning him, as 
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well worthy to be related as any thi 
thac is here given them, are cans 
and that in ſome Places there are ſuch 
Gaps in this Account, Years being paſ- 
ſed over with ſcarce any mention where 
he was, and what Work he was em- 
ployed in. But if they'll pleaſe to 
conſider, that the Perſon who ſends 
this forth into the World, did not be- 
come intimately acquainted with him 
till ſome of the latter Tears of his Life, 
that. then alſo, he was much abſeat 
from him, and cou'd get him, when 
with him, (fo great was his Modeſty) 
to talk ſo little about the paſt Tranſac- 
tions of his Life, and that he has no 
Helps where ſuch Omiſhons or Gaps 
are from any thing he has left behind 
him, I hope they will ceaſe their Won- 
der, and excuſe the Publiſher. It any 
that had a longer perſonal Acquaintance 
with him wou'd give Information where 
he finds ſuch Deficiencies, the Favour 
wou'd be thanktully acknos ledged, and 
perhaps ſome time or other ſuch Infor- 
mation might be made uſe of. Will 
the Reader pleaſe to accept in good "ok 
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| what I can at preſent furniſh him with, 
concerning this truly Great and Good 
Man, — ardon any Miſtakes or De- 
fects that he may meet with in this 
Account. I can truly fay, it was a De- 
fire to promote the Intereſts of real vi- 
tal Religion in the World that induced 
me to publiſh it. If it has this Effect 
upon any, I ſhall rejoice therein, and 
gladly bear any Reproach and Cenſures 
that ſevere Criticks may caſt upon me. 
Max the Great and Sovereign Ru- 
ler of the World, who touches and 
turneth the Hearts of Men as he pleaſ- 
eth, and makes uſe of what Means 
and Inſtruments he thinketh fit to ag+ 
compliſh his own Great and Excellent 
Deſigns and Purpoſes, give his Bleſſing 
to this mean Attempt of one of the 
meaneſt of his Servants, and make 
theſe ME Moir s of the Life of Mr. 
REYNoOLDs, a Means of exciting 
many to a vigorous Imitation of that 
Piety, Zeal Br God and Chriſt Jeſus, 
tender Love and Compaſſion to pre- 
cious Souls, and ſerious Concern and 
Endeavours to promote their everlaſt- 
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ing, Salv tion, that were ſo Eminent 
and) Conſpicuous in him! Such wou'd 
be great Ornaments to their Profeſſion, 
Living E amples and: Proofs of the 
Truth and Divinity of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and highly uſefu;j to Mankind, 
May God encreaſe the Number of them 
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LIFE 


Of the late Learned and Pious 


Mr. John Reynolds. 


IR. Jonn REyNoL Ds, was 
Born February 19. 1666-7. at 
Wolverhampton, a large Market 
Town in the County of Stafford. 
His Father was Mr. John Rey- 
nolds, who was for ſome Years 
the publick Miniſter there, and 
was ejected from thence in 1661, 
and ſilenced by the Act of Uni- 
formity in 1662. Dr. Calany, 
giveth this Account ef him in his Continuation of the 
| Accaunt 
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Account of the Miniſters, Lecturers, &c. ejeted and filenced 
after the Reſtoration *. 

„HE wasa Man of Genius, eminent for his 
« Skill in Divinity, Phyſick and Law, and other Parts 
© of Knowledge He was Liberal and Free in doing 


good in every Capacity to all Perſons that caine-with- 


« in his Reach. He was Solid, Quick and Judicious 
« in handling controverſial Matters, very ready in reſolvs- 
« ing Doubts and Scruples of Conſcience, _ Well read in 
« the Fathers, Exact in Confuting Popiſh, and other 
« Errors, Catholick, Moderate, and Peaceable in- Prin- 
« ciple, Pleaſant and Facetious, and yet Grave and So- 
« lid in Converſation. He was full in Prayer, admir- 
« able in Preaching, and unwearied in acting for God, 
* and doing Good as he had Opportunity, and that with 
« his Gifts, and Parts, and Eitate, (which was about 
« 1507. per Ann.) beſides what came from Noble and 
« Rich Patients that made. Uſe of him as a Phyſician. 
«© He was frugal to avoid waſte of Time, or any thing 
« elſe; Temperate in all Things; a great Maſter of his 
« Paſſions of every fort, and regular tho! free in his 
« Diſcourſe, and very exact in timeing his Affairs and 
% Actions: In ſhort, he was a ſingular Man. | 
« Wren Endeavours — on Foot for a Com- 
< prehenſion and Indulgence; he was written to for his 
* Judgment, not only by Mr. Baxter, but alſo by ſeve- 
* ral Members of Parliament, and other greater Perſons. 


He earneſtly mov'd for a good and ſolid Baſis of Li- 


«« berty tho' in vain. He wrote, and printed an An- 
„ fwer to Mr. Humphreys about Reordination, putting 
« the Letters for his Name thus, R. F. He alto pub- 
« liſhd his Latin Oration, at the taking of his Degree 
* of M. D. and dedicated it to Edward Lord Ward, 
„tho otherwiſe he was averſe to the being an Author. 
He left behind him ſome Manuſcripts both in Phy- 
4 fick and Divinity. He did much Good in his 6 


_ Dr. Calamys Continuation of the. Account. p. 11 A 
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pleaſe Men, and gain their Commendations. Tis 
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« lick Miniſtry, and much more in his Twenty Two 
« Years Country Service, after he had left Wolverhamp- 
cc on. 5 
Ou « Mr. Jobn Reynolds was the Eldeſt Child his 
Father had; was from his Infancy of a very weak and 
tender Conititucion, incapable of bearing much Labour 
and Fatigue, and yet being poſſeſſed of good natural 
Parts, and applying to his Studies with all the Dili- 
ence his Strength wou'd allow, he made great, and ear 
y Proficiency in his Learning. His Father ſome time 
after his Ejectment from Wolverhampton, went to reſide 
at Stourbridge, there he plac'd his Son under the Care of 
the Maſter of the Free- School, who being a Man of 
moderate Principles, and of confiderable Abilities for, 
and Induſtry in his Place, he treated him with Love 
and Reſpect, brought him on apace in his School-Learn- 
ing, fitted him for the Univerſity. 
Hs had very early and deep Impreſſions of Religion 
made u his Mind. The prudent and pious Inſtruc- 
tions of his excellent Parents were attended with the 
moſt happy Succeſs. They took Care betimes to ſow 
the Seeds and Principles of Vertue and Holineſs in him, 
and they had the Pleaſure of ſeeing them ſpring up and 
flouriſh abundantly in him, even while they liv'd. Their 
Inſtructions, Counſel, Example attain'd their moſt de- 
firable Effects; Divine Grace. ſet in with them, and 
influenc'd him to make an early Surrender and Dedica- 
tion of himſelf to God, to be his, and to ſerve him. Re- 
ligion took Poſſeſſion of him as ſoon as he became in any 
Meaſure capable of it, it quite foreſtal'd, as I may ſay, 
Vice, fo that he never gave in to thoſe Youthful Va- 
nities and Follies which moſt Children are addicted to. 
That Modeſty which was ſo Predominant in him thro” 
the whole of his Life ſhew'd it ſelf in his Childhood. 
His Acts of Devotion even then were perform'd as pri- 
vately as might be, he had no Deſign by them to 


with a great deal of Thankfulneſs chat he records the 
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and Hearing it? This was always the Delight an 
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Goodneſs of God that engag'd him betimes to keep 
up Communion and Correzpondence with him, o 
that as leng as he cou'd remember any thing, he 
cou'd remember what Holes and Corners his Soul de- 
lighted to ſeek God in. The Word of God ſoon en- 
ter'd his Heart, and prov'd a powerful, quickening, 
ſanctiſying, ſalutary Word, while he was very young 
God was pleaſed gently to touch his Heart by the 
Sermons of divers Miniſters, as well as by thoſe of his 
Father's, who after the Act of Uniformity took Place, 
Rome in his own Houſe, tho” as privately as might 

„by Reaſon of the Perils of the Times. The other 
Miniſters that he mentions as made uſe of by God, as 
Inſtruments for the good of his Soul, were Mr. Willſley 
of Old Swwinford, to which Stourbridge Pariſhes, Mr. Am - 
broſe Sparry, and Dr. Simon Ford. Having found and 
experienc'd the divine Efficacy of the Word af God, 
how humbling, how quickning, how joyful, how ſweet 
and comfortable it was, he became fill'd with an exceed- 


ing Love to it, Oh how greatly did he value and eſteem 


it ! how much was he engaged in Reading, ear 


Pleaſure of his Soul. The Law of God's Mouth was better 
to him than thouſands of Gold and Silver, and it was fweet- 


er to his Taſte than Honey ar the Honey-comb. Very ſoon 


did he apply to the Study of the Scriptures z I find by 
his Papers that when young he had collected, and di- 
geſted under proper Heads, for his own Uſe a great Part 
of them, and that with a Jugment ſuperior to his Years. 
What wonder is it that one who ſo early engaged in the 
Work of Religion, made fo very conſiderable a Progreſs 
in it, and became ſo eminent a Practitioner of it. 

H had of a Child an Ambition of being employ'd 
by God in the Goſpel of his Son. To be a Miniſter 
of Jetus Chriſt was the higheſt Honour he aſpir'd to. 
The great and tranicendent Love of Chriſt to a loſt and 
ſinful World, had made ſuch deep Impreflions upon his 
Mind, that he thought he con'd not be better employ'd, 


than 
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than in publiſhing it to others and in his ſtead, praying 
them to be reconcil'd to God. This he fignified to 
his Father. He very much oppos'd it, and did what he 
thought proper to divert him from ſuch Intentions and 
Deſigns, both upon the Account of his Sons bodily In- 
firmicy and Weakneſs, not at all proportion'd, as he 
thought, to the Work and Labour of the Miniſtry, and 
upon the Account of the Darkneis of the Times, 
Matters running then very high againſt the Nonconfor- 
mitts, thoſe that wou'd preaca the Goſpel, being when 
diſcover'd, impriſon'd and fin'd, to the great Damage, 
and ſometimes Ruin, of themielves and Families, fo that 
there was little Proſpect of any having a free Exerciſe of 
their Miniſtry, who wou'd not entirely Conform to the 
Act of 5 eng But all his Arguments and Per- 
ſuaſions cou'd not prevail upon him to lay aſide ſuch 
Thoughts and Purpojes. How far Duty to his Father, 
it he had liv'd ſomewhat longer, wou'd have over ruled 
this his Inclination and Deſire, he us'd to fay, he cou'd 
not tell, but he was ſure that nothing cou'd conquer it, 
nothing could Eradicate it. 

Maxx Years had the Diſſenters lain under the moſt 
tyrannical Oppreſſion; their Miniſters were either alto- 
gether hinder'd from preaching the Goſpel, or forc'd 
to do it in Holes and Corners, at unfit times, and in 
Inconvenient Places, and then with a great deal of Dan- 
ger; Mr. Reynolds's Father ſeeing no Proſpect of Things 
altering for the better, and that there was little Hopes of 
ſtatedly ſerving any Congregation in the Work of the 
Miniſtry, left the Country, -and purchas'd a Houſe in the 
Pariſh of St. Giles, London, to which there alſo belong d 
a private Meeting-Houſe, which was afterwards, (Dr. 
Sharp being Rector of St. Gili ss.) purchaſed and turned 
into a Chappel of Eate to the Pariſh Church, and went 
there to reſide in the Year 83, expecting that he might 
there Preach with leſs Danger and Trouble, and procure 
the moſt Advantages to his Family, by the practice of 
Phyſick ; but in about half a years Time it pleated God 


by 
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by a Pleuritick Fever to remove him from his Family, 
This was a moſt heavy Blow upon them: A Wife and five 
Children were deprived of a moſt uſeful, valuable, tender 
Head and Relation, and that when they ſtood moſt in 
need of him, and ail the Deſigns and Projects he had 
formed for their Benefit rendered abortive. Thus the Great 
and Wiſe Governor of the World thought fit to Act, and 
who ſhall pretend to find Fault ? Upon his Death, Mrs. 
Reynolds the diſconſolate Widow, remov'd into the Count 
again, where ſhe thro* Grief and Trouble brought herſelf 
into aCon{umption, and quickly follow'd Her beloved Hus- 
band. Thus was our Mr. Reyno/ds about the Age of 17 
deprived of both his Parents, who had been tuch faithful 
and prudent Guides of his Youth, and Jeft to take Care 
of four Brothers and Siſters much Younger than himſelf. 
He treated them all with the greateſt Compaſſion and 
Care, was ſincerely concerned for their Welfare and Bap- 
pineſs both Temporal and Spiritual, and Liberally and 
Chearfully ſupply'd what was neceſſary to their Main- 
tenance, and Education, and though his Father died In- 
tellate, he readily parted with a Conſiderable ſhare of 
his Eſtate to them, as much as he cou'd rea onable ſup- 

ſe he wou'd have given them had he left a Will. An 

xample, that's too rarely imitated by Elder Brothers, 
when they are thus left in Power ! 
BIN IN d now at full Liberty by the Death of his Fa- 
ther to perſue his Deſign of ſerving Chriſt in the Mini- 
ſtry of the Goipel, he devoted himſelf wholly thereto, 
being determin'd to have as little to do with the Affairs 
of this World as poſſible, and to avoid every thing that 
might any way prove an Impediment or Incumbrance to 
him therein; for this Reaſon was it, that he purpoſed not 
to enter into the Matrimonial State, as apprehending that 
the Cares and Troubles and Amulements of that ſtate 
of Life might draw him of from, or diſturb him in his 
beloved Work. 

Be inc therefore wholly ſet upon the Proſecution of 
his Deſign, and thinking at that Time, that the moſt 

< probable 
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1 le Appearance of Extenſive Uſefulneſs, was in a 

ubmiſſion to the Rules and Orders of the eftabliſh'd 
Church, his Intentions were to comply with them ; ac- 
cordingly he goes to Oxford, and enters himſelf a Scho- 
lar of Pembroke-Collzge, under the Care of the very learn- 
ed and pious Dr. Hall, Maſter thereof, and afterwards 
Biſhop of Bristol. 

HE was four Years a Member of this College, and 
afterwards ſojourn'd a Year in the City to enjoy the Be- 
nefit of the publick Libraries, and the Converſation of 
Learned Men, with which that Place always Abounds. 
He particularly contracted a very intimate Acquaintance 
with the famous Mr. Thomas Gilbert, who was as Dr. 
Calamy writes an ancient Divine“, an excellent Scholar 
of extraordinary Acuteneſs and Conciſeneſs of Style, Oc. 
to Mr. Reynolds, was this Gentleman very Communica- 
tive, and he imbib'd many of his Notions in Metaphy- 
ſicks, and Divinity. | 

T 4 8 Years of his. ſtay at Oxford he ſpent well, in 
holy Converſe with God and diligent Application to his 
Studies; by means whereof, and the great Helps he there 
enjoy'd, he made much Progreſs in Divine and Humane 
Literature. His Ambition was to be a Workman that 
needed not to beaſham'd, when He ſhou'd ſet out upon 

ublick Service, to do ſome Honour to the Chriſtian 
Miniſtry, and be uſeful to Souls, this excited him to uſe 
the utmoſt Diligence to lay up a Fund of Knowled 
ſufficient for the attaining theſe Ends. Theſe things 
chiefly aim'd at in his Studies, to the Glory of God, and 
the Good of Mankind, were they all devoted. When 
he firſt came thither, he drew up and fign'd a Solemn 
Covenant with God; that ſo he might be better able 
as he himſelf intimates to withſtand and refiſt Tempta- 
tions, and might have this to Anſwer to all Sollicitations, 
that might be us'd by the World, the Fleſh, and the 
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ed me? I have been in perils by Water, and in perils 
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Devil, to draw him from God and his Duty, that he 
was pre- engaged, that he had already choſen his Maſter, 
liſted bimielß into his Service, and wou'd not upon 
any Confiderations think of deſerting it. Divines have 
much recommended this Practice, and ſurely when tis 
done with that Seriouſneſs, Sincerity and Solemnity, 
that ſuch a Sacred Tranſaction requires, it cannot 
but be an admirable Means of maintaining holy Re- 
ſolutions, and of keeping the Soul faithful to God, and 
Stedfaſt in his Service. Mr. Reyno/ds found it to be ſo, 


and for the ſame Reaſon frequently renewed this his Cove- 


nant, as we ſhall ſee in the Sequel. 


The Covenant that he drew up and ſignd 
is as follows. 
Dear Lord Holy and True! Hoh, Holy, Hol, Lora 
God Almighty ! 


« AM thine by Creation, for in thee do I live, 
move, and have my Being, thou formedſt me in 
„the Womb, and by thy Power was I conceiv'd, by 


© thee am I fearfully and wonderfully Made, Marvel- 


« ous are thy Works, and that my Soul knows right 
« well. Thou breathedſt the Breath of Lite into me, 
« and gaveſt me a rational Soul that I might know and 
« underſtand thee; that I might enjoy thee more 
« than the Irrational Creatures can do. Thou haſt en- 
« dow'd my Soul with many excellent Faculties, 
« whereby I may ſerve thee, and love thee, ſtudy and 


„ contemplate thy Holy ſelf, and all thy wonderful 


« Works, and at laſt enjoy thee more perfectly to all 
« Eternity. | 

I am thine O gracious Father, by Preſervation ; 
« never, ſurely never was a Soul more endebted to God 
« for his fatherly Protection and Providence, than 1 
„% am. From how many Dangers has the Lord prelerv- 
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% by Land, yet from all has the Lord delivered me; fo 
z that with the holy Pfſalmiſt, I may cry out, 77% haſt 
« feli wer d my Soul from Death, mine Eyes from Tears, 
t and ty Feet from falling. O Lord, what am I that 
« thou art mindful of me, and that thou io regardeſt 
% me! Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is with- 
in me, Praiſe his holy Name. Gracious Lord, by 
« all Endearments, by all thy Mercies, by all thy ex- 
1 ceeding loving Kindneſſes to me, vile Worm, I am 
66 obliged, I am engaged to be and to acknowledge my 
4 ſelf thine, for ever thine. O let me not be my own, 
« J defire not to be Maſter of my ſelf, let me not live 
« any longer than IL may be thy Servant. As the Hart 
« panteth after the Water-Brooks, ſo panteth my Soul 
« after thee, O God. 

„ O Go d, Thou art my God, early will T ſeek thee, 
* my Soul thirſteth for thee, my Fleſh longeth for thee 
te as in a dry and thirſty Land where no Water is. M 
« Soul wait thou only upon God, for my Expectation is 
« from him. He only is my Rock my Salvation, 
« he is my Defence, I ſhall not be moved ; my Mouth 
« ſhall ſhew forth thy Righteouſneſs, and thy Salvation 
6 Day; for it is good for me to draw near to 
To | | 

« SEEING, Dear Father, J am all over thine, and 
„ with all my Heart and Soul deſire to continue ſo for 
% ever. Oh let me preſume to renew my Covenant to 
« enter my ſelf into a new League with thy ſacred Ma- 
* jeſty therefore I reſolve, and in thy holy Preſence do 
© Dedicate my ſelf, and all my ſervices to thy holy 
% Majeſty, and to thy Honour and Glory; and do de- 
i fire to abandon all the World to reſiſt and overcome; 
* through thy Grace and Spirit aſſiſting me, all the 
« Thcitements and Inchantments of my own Fleſh, all 
© the Suggeſtions and Temptations of the Devil, and to 
4% count all that this vain World can afford, but Dung 
und Droſs in Compariſon of thee, and aby Chriſt; 


b is 
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« In thy Preſence, O Almighty Father, I promiſe 
| to renounce the Devil, and all his Works, the vain 
i Pomp and Glory of this World, with all covetous 
| «« Deſires of the ſame, and the Defires of the Fleſh, ſo 
« that I will not be led by them. e OEDS, 
Ax thy Preſence, Omniſcient Lord, I refolve obe- 
ll. «« diently to keep thy holy Will and Commands, and | 

: *© to walk in the fame all the Days of my Life, thro' 92 


« thy Grace gthening me. 

« In thy | 7.00 Firaighty, Everlaſting God, I 1 
«« reſolve by thy powerful Aſſiſtance, not to be aſhamed EE 
** ta confeſs the Faith of my Lord and Saviour Jefus 
1% Chriſt crucified, and manfully to fight under his 
% Banner againfl Sin, the World, and the Devil, and 
„ to continue his faithful Soldier and Servant to my 
„Lives End. ; 

« By this Covenant I preſume, moſt Gracious So- | 
6 e to Conſecrate my ſelf, and all mine to thy © 
« Praiſe and Glory, deſiring thee of thine Infinite Mer- ) 

| * cy to Pardon, and to Accept of me, in and 4 2 

| ** thy worthy Son my Lord and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus. 3 
114 40 A NDO t erefore in thy All. ſeeing P reſence, take 
* upon me with all Humility and Devotion of Soul, 
to ratify this Covenant, by ſubſcribing my Name. 


| Joun REYNOLDS. 
Feb, 16. 1695-6: | 


He ſet himſelf ſeriouſly to review his Covenant with 
1 God, did then ſolemnly renew it; In his Reflection 
TY upon this ſolemn Tranſaction, he takes Notice, with 
$ it! hankfulneſ to God of ſeveral . Paſſages of his Life 
aubeady mention'd, and of ſeveral others that attended 
|} him in the Years between the time of making this 
N Covenant and his Renewal of it, theſe will ſerve to car- 
ry 
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ty on the Thread of this Hiſtory, and therefore I ſhall 
relate them as I find them pen'd by himielf. 

« B LEASED Lord! though now 'tis ten or eleven 
« Years ſince in Oxford a Place of Temptation, the 
« foregoing Covenant was ſolemnly enter'd into, in thy 
« Preſence, under thy view, thy ſelf being Witneſs ; and 
« though in all theſe ten Years, what through Sin and 
% Miſerable and inexcuſable forgetfulneſs (Oh how is 
« my Love, and Faith, and Joy, decay'd ſince 
« the Day of mine eſpouſals unto thee ! ) and what thro' 
« frequent and long Abſence, from this ſubſcribed 
« Covenant, I don't remember that in all theſe Years 
4c this Covenant has been review'd or read over, yet 
« ſtill. Deareſt Lord, my Heart, as far as I can know 
« it, ſtands to it, loves it, and loves thee for bringing 
* me into it; Bleſſed be the Grace of my dear Lord, 
© that thus drew me, won me, conquered me, and made 
« me ſeek his Face, and reſign my ſelf to him ! Bleſ- 
« ſed be the Father that drew me to his Son! Bleſſed 
« be the Son of God, that came to lead me to the Fa- 
« ther, and has guided me to him ! Bleſied be the Holy 
« Spirit of Grate that gives acceſs to both. that has ta- 
« ken of the things of my Lord Jeſus, and has reveal'd 
them unto me! Dear Lord, let me ſtill be thy own! 
* let me be ever thine ! | 

« S1NncC8 the time of that Holy Tranſaction of Love 
% between thee and my Soul, how large, how numer- 
& ous, how ſeaſonable have thy Compaſſions and Care 


« been to me? how mindful haſt thou been of me? 


*« as mindful, and tender, and loving as if I had been 
„% thy Darling, or as if thou hadſt none other to Care 
« for. I am not able to recount thy Mercies, the 
„ ſum of them, the vaſtneſs of them are beyond 
my counting or my juſt value! Oh how long haſt 
thou been Feeding, Clothing, Attending me with 

4 forfeited, a thouſand Times forfeited, Mercies. 
« On never let me forget thy Kindneſs to me 
** whilft J ſojourned in Oxford! I was kept by thy 
þ 2 % Power 
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Power amidſt many Temptations I was there expoſed 
to, and that variety of pleaſing Objects to the Fleſh 
that might have enticed my Heart from thee, and 
made me forget my God, my Redeemer, my - Soul, 
my Salvation; Eternal Thanks and Praiſe to him that 
kept me, that kindly drew my Heart after him, 
that made me Love him, ſeek him, and long after 
him, the more I ſaw others contemn and ſcorn him ! 
Nor that I wou'd forget thy Mercies to me of 
old, many Years before I went to the Univerſity, Nay, 
ever fince I can remember any thing, I can remem- 
ber what Holes and Corners my Soul lov'd to feek 
thee in. Whilſt a Schogl-Boy thou waſt pleaſed. 
gently to touch my Heart under the Labours of di- 
vers Miniſters. Mr. Ambroſe Parry's Miniſtry was 
ſweet to my Soul's Taſte. Mr. Willy of Old- 
Savinford, touch'd me, mov'd me at his Pleaſure, 
Oh how many Times, and how ſweetly did the Ho- 
ly Spirit concur with his heavenly Doctrine? For ever 
bleſſed be my God that gave me ſo many humbling, 
quickning, joyful Hours, under his happy Miniftra- 
tions! Dr. Simon Fords Diſcourſes at his firſt com- 
ing to O/d-Swinford, were profitable to my Heart. 
Bleſſed be my God for all the Means, and Inſtru- 
ments he us'd for my Advantage! How enlivening, 
awakening, rouſing were my pious Father's. Sermons 

to me? Oh how ſhall I love thee, how ſhall I bleſs 
thee, dear God, for the Inſtruction, Counſel, Ex- 
ample of my now happy Parents? Lord I may well 
claim thee for my own, my Lord and my Matter, I 
am the Son of thy Handmaid, the Son of thy de- 


. voted Servant in the Miniſtry, ſo that I was Born 


in thy Houſe among thy menial Servants, am there- 
fore by Birth thy Own, a Member of thy Family, 


- * deſcended from thoſe that were in Covenant with thee, 


Lord loſe not thy Right, let nothing take me out 
of thy Hands ! | | h 


« SURE LY 
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« $SURELy thou waſt willing to ſhew that I had 
5 not receiv d thy Grace in vain, that I had not alto- 
« pether fate 74 ſuch Miniſtry, and Education in 
« yain, by thy cauſing ſome bleſſed Fruits of it to 
% appear in my Walk with thee in Oæſord Oh how 
6c Hay Soul then ſeem to run out after thee more 
c“ than ever! Oh my happy Wreſtlings of Spirit, till 
« J had folemnly and by Subſcription recogniz'd thy 
« Right, and avow'd my ſelf for thine, till I had 
cc yow'd that I wou d ſerve thee, and love, and fol- 
& low thee, let others do what they wou'd ! Oh how 


« ſweet was thy Word then unto my Taſte ! How fweet 


«was Prayer and Meditation upon things Divine? 
«| How oft did I ſeek thee in the Fields? and on 
« thine own Days found thee in the Meads and by the 
« Water ſide? How many Evenings did I ſweetly . 
« Converſe with thee in Meditations on thy Glory, 
« on the Advancement, Death and Undertakings of my 
« Lord and Saviour? Oh how precious was the Name 
« of Jeſus Chriſt unto my Soul! How willing to leave 
« the World and die that 1 might come to Chriſt and 


« his holy Ones? 


« Burr alas how has Grace decay d fince that time, but 
« the Remembrance of thoſe Days is refreſhing. Bleſſed 
e be God that guarded me, watched over me, preſerv- 
« ed me there, where ſo many are entic'd, enſnar'd 
ce and drawn from thee! And ever ſince thy Favour 
« has compaſſed me as a Shield, thy loving Kindneſs 
« has meaſur'd out my Days. 

« Tn * Mercies to me all the Time of my Abode 
« in Northamptonſhire, I wou'd not forget; healthful, 
comfortable Days didſt thou entruſt me with, and 
a good Leiſure impartially to ſtudy divine Truth, 
« in a Country altogether unknown to me, till my 
coming there to reſide ; there God gave me Leiſure, 
« and Friends as many as I wanted; good Mr. Pierce 
% was tender of me, and dear to me! How many Mer- 
* cies did I there receive, among which one claims a 

TID b 3 « ſpecial 
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« ſpecial Remembrance, that riding a whole Day in 
% Kain, and being Wer to the ſkin through my Cl f 

% J yet took no Cold, nor was any Ways hurt, that I 
« know of, in my Health thereby, bleſſed be my God! 

« THov gaveſt me, mucn Mercy at Worceſter 3 
* there I enjoy'd thine Ordinances with Comfort, and 
« there, I had Health and Leiſure to ſtudy thee, and 
* things leading to the Miniſtration of the Goſpel 
* of thy Dear Son. And there thy merciful Provi- 
% dence brought to ſome Iſſue, a Deſign implanted 
„% in my Brealt, I truſt, by thy Spirit, which cou'd 
* not be conquer d (tho' it might have been over-rul'd, 
« if he had liv'd, by my Fa::.cr's diſſent) vis, Of be- 
„ ing employ d by thee, and for tlice in the Goſpel of 
thy own Son. 

« THERE was I firſt employ'd, and that much 
% ſooner than I intended, being — into the Pulpit by 
*« compulſive Importunity ; but God greatly ' and unex- 
i pectedly ſtrengthened me that hrſt Time, and chas'd 
% away thoſe panic Fears and Diſtreſs, that the Whole 
« foregoing Week, and the beginning of that Day had 
« ſeizzd me. In my firſt Diſcourſes I detign'd to call 
« Profeſſors of the Goſpel from their Impurities, Sor- 
«* didneſs, and Unholinefs, by minding them of their 
«« profeſſed Relation unto their holy anointed Lord, and 
* alio to encourage my felf in my Work by meditat- 
* ing on the anointed Church's anointed Head, from 
« Acts xi. 26. The Diſciples were called Chrifltans fin 
« in Antioch, Diſciples are Chriſtians, are Uncti, an- 
« ointed Ones, and they are related to him who is the 
« Chriſt, the anointed of the Father, and thereby oblig'd 
* to a Conformity to him. 

« TH x x c 8-forward, thy Providence employ'd me 
„up and down the Country, and thy Word was ſeem- 
«ingly entertain d. and receiv'd from me. At laſt thou 


— 


— 
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& broughteſt me down to Brio! to ſupply dear Brother 
% Nobles Place, while he conſulted, and employ'd Phy. 
tu ſicjans, where thy Love and Goodneſs attended me, 
* gave me A tion, but what ſucceſd thou knoweſt. 
% At the End of about fix Months I return d into Wor- 
* cefterſhire, but was not long after laid under thy cor- 
| reQting Hand, in Soreneſs and Pains at my Breaſt, and 
* Diſability to ſpeak, but thy Goodneſs provided me 
&* a Compaſſionate Lady, that treated me with all the 
% Compatlions of one, whoſe Heart thou hadſt opened. 
SoMETIME after, he was ſtrongly ſollicited to 
return to Briſtol again, not to the charge of any Con- 
gregation, but to aſſiſt as I ſuppoſe Mr. Noble, and to 
undertake the Education of Youth deſign'd for the Mi- 
niſtry ; A Work he was admirably well qualified for, 
having by hard Study laid up.a great ſtock of Know- 
ledge, and having a very eaſy, familiar, and clear Me- 
thod of conveying his Sentiments to others. This Work 
he continued about three Years, under much Weakneſs, 
and Indiſpoſition of Body, which at laſt conſtrain d him 
to throw it up. 
Concerning this Aﬀair he writes thus. % BEIN 
f* calbd down to Brifto/ again, and importun'd to under- 
de take ſome other Service for thee, even Inſtruction of 
1% Youth for thy Work; here I came, and undertook 
* (but do thou Pardon 'my Folly therein) ſuch Service. 
1 One Paſſage of thy Providence, I muſt not forget, 
u ſince perbaps the Deſign of it is yet to be learn d. A 
little before 12 for Briſtol, or it may be 
% freckon'd the Day I out on my journey, ſince I 
had then taken Leave of thoſe Relations with whop 
« my chief Reſidence is, when I am in that Country, 
* and did not Defign to ſee them any more before my 
Arrival at Brifto 5 before I — far from their 
Houſe, my rew me, yet having no Injury by 
*« the fall, I mounted again, was thrown again, - ta- 
ken up for dead and carried back to my Relations 
« Houſez yet in * I recover d of my Fall, 
4 
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<« haſt peacefully return 


« and was as Well as before. How ſhall I Praiſe, and 
Love thee for tnis Deliverance ! Bleſs the Lord, Oh 
% my Soul, and forget not all his Benefits, who crowns 
« thy Life with Love . 3 | 
Wu a © follows was written by him, Fu 16. 1696, 
and was occaſion d by the Goodneſs of God to him in a 
Journey that he took during this Time of his Stay in 
Brijtal. He nad ſuch a conſtant Eye to the Providence of 
God in all hat attended him, ſuch a Senſe of his De- 
pendance upon him; that he cou'd hardly help record- 
ing thoſe Things as fignal Mercies, and expreſſing the 


Gratitude of his Soul to God for them, which others 


are too apt to paſs over without any due Regard to 
them, or any particular Thanks to their great Bene» 
factor for them. 

No w bleſſed Lord, what freſh Mercies haſt thou 
« enrich'd me withal ? after two Months Abſence thou 
d me to Briſtal. In many Haz- 
„ ard: hai thou guarded me; in many Infirmities haſt 
thou ſupported me, a poor weakned Body haſt thou 
% ſuſtain'd and enabled to endure ſuch a fulguing — 
* ney; tho one [lineſs or other ſeiz d me in every Place 
4% J have been at in the Country, yet thy Indul- 
«© gence, and Care has not forſaken me; thou haſt re- 
5 fievedd me ; thou haſt open'd others Hearts in Love 
« and Kindneſs to me; haſt provided me Friends where- 
« ever I came; haſt brought me hither in Peace; bleſ- 
« ſed be God for ever! how conſtant is thy Love and 
« Friendſhip ! how uninterrupted thy Care and Regard 
% for a poor vile ſinful Worm! Oh let me be ever 
« thine! Oh, that my coming here may be for ſome 
« valuable End! for ſome ſervice to thy Name and Ser- 
« yants! Let me not always be uſeleſs in the World, 


' ® Fince that all, * be, what C a haft thou given 
me to cry out, Eheu ! quam tenut pendent mortabuli filo ! 


1697. 


66 burden- 


of Mr. REYNOLDS 25 

* burdenſome to my ſelf and others! Let thy Work be 
« pleaſant to me, and employ me for thy ſelf! Oh that 
to me to live may be Chriſt ! The Work and Service, 
* and Intereſt of my Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt! 
Tx vs meanly and humbly did this great and good 
Man think of himſelf; thus concern'd was he to do 
good in the World, and to promote the Intereſt of his 
great Lord and Maſter. His very heart was in his 
ork, he was all Zeal for the honour of Chriſt Jeſus, 
and the good and welfare of precious and immortal 
Souls. Nathing did ſo much Grieve him, as Apprehen- 
ſions that his Labours were in vain, and that his ous 


and Sincere Endeavours for the Advancement of the 


Kingdom of Chriſt in the World, and the Converting of 
Souls to his Subjection and Obedience were not attend- 
ed with deſir d Succeſs. | 3 

Ar r ER he had reſided about three Years in Bri/tol, 
conſtant Indifpoſitions conſtrain'd him to give over the 
Work he was engag'd in there, and retire from thence 
into Staffordſbire, 1 he might Recover ſome better 
degree of Health, and engage with renew'd Vigor in his 
beloved Work. While he was in this Retirement, hear- 
ing that * Mr. Warren, Mr. Hand and Mr. Bennet, 
did deſign to apply themſelves to ſome aged Miniſters 
in that Country for Ordination, he joined himſelf to 
them, and was Ordained with them in O/4bury Chappel, 
on the 30th of May, 1699. in the 334. Year of his Life. 
His concern not to engage too haſtily in an Office that 
he look d upon to be of the greateſt Weight and Im- 
portance, and his deſire to be well furniſh'd for the 
diſcharge of the Duties of it, were the Reaſons why he 


delay d it fo long, 


— 


— i ¶[i4— — 

* Theſe Four Gentlemen ordained together are now dead 
but My. Warren, whois ill wworthily ſerving the Church 
of Cbrift in Coventry, and, I hope greatly promoting the 
Intereſt; of true Religion there; may he lang he continued 
i his Ft of Uſfulneet Bo v 
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Bu T of all this, his removal from be his Or- 
dination, his Confeſſion, Ic. and his Refſections upon 
that ſolemn Tranſaction afterwards, I ſhall give an Ac- 
count in his own Words, which breath a moſt uncommon 
Strain of ' ſerious Piety and Devotion. 

«Now having reſided, fays he, at Briſ about 
„% three Years, I am again return'd into Star hire. 
« At Briſtol I have ſerv'd a little, ſinn d much, my In- 
«« diſpoſitions allow'd me to Preach ordinarily but once 
« a Sabbath, yet on the Week, I in {ome Meaſure 
« in{iruted a few Youths in the Ordi Parts of 
« Academical Literature; bleiſad be the Lord that aſſiſt - 
% ed me oft, yea in all beyond Expectation; I wou'd 
« yet hope, after much Fear and Diſcouragement, 
% that all the Admonitions, Charges, Encouragements 
« given them in relation to their Souls, and Recancilia- 
« tion with God, and Suſception of the Work of Chriſt, 
« will not be loſt. I have ſinn'd much; Oh how oft, 
« how ſadly has unbelief work'd and heav'd in my Soul? 
* how ready have I been to throw of the Work of the 
Lord Jeſus ?. how ſadly yeilded to n 
* and Perturbations? The Church in which I fervd 
« kindly invited me to nearer Relation to them; but I 
« diſcerning my own mental Diſabilities for that Work, 
te and being at that Time pain'd and infirm in Body, 
„ convinc'd alſa that their Paſtor wanted further Aſſiſt- 
« ance than I did or cou'd give him, was willing to re- 
“ ſign my Room to a more able Comme Perion, ac- 
*« cordingly I left them in Aug. 1698. The enſuing 
« Winter was a weakning Seaſon. In February I was 
* brought very low; but upon the Remedies I then 
*«..us'd was reſtor'd to more Vigour than as far as I re- 
« member, I had enjoy'd for four Years hefore, bleſſed 
© be tne Lord of Life that ſays to thoſe near the Grave, 
“return again ye Children of Men ! | Being about that 
time acquainted with the Intentions of ſome, that 
were deſigning to apply themſelves to the aged Mini- 
* ſters.ig the Country for Ordination, I, upon — 
; | «« | 
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and deliberation join d my ſelf to their Number, the 
« Candidates were four. The aged Miniſters concern'd 
« in our Ordination were five. Examination and 
« 'Tryal Satisfactory to them, they ordain'd us in 
% Oldbury-Chappel on Tueſday the 30th of May 1699. 
« J hope 1 

« ſides the Miniſters that Day. Old Mr. Oaſland be- 
ic gan with Prayer and Preaching, the Solemnity of the 
« Day. Oh that I may fill remember his Charge, 
« from 1 Tim. iv. 16. Then we having made Const 
« fion of our Faith, and engaged our ſelves to continue 
« Faithful (by his Grace) to our Lord and his Service, 
« were ſucceſſively call'd forth and ordain'd ; Mr. Oas- 
« [and vocally 


ce 2 in Concurrence with him, Mr. Tur- 
4% ton, 10 pray'd over Mr. Warren, Mr. Mansfield over 
« Mr. Hand, Mr, Bladen over Mr. Bernet, then Mr. 
« Baldwin recommended us ta the Grace of God; 


« and Mr. Bladen taught us the Honour and Office of 


% Embaſſadors of Chriſt, from 2 Cor. v. 20 


* Theſe five aged Minifters were of thoſe that were Caf 
out of their Livings by the Act of Uniformity, in tb 
Year 1662. This Body of Men were look d upon by yoanger 
Miniflers as their Fathers, and deſervedly treated by them 
ewith a great deal of Veneration and Reſpect, as Men which 
had greatly LN. in that, which they efleem'd the Cauſe 
of Chriſt, made a moſt glorious Stand in Defence of 
their Chriſtian Liberty, in Oppoſition to the Inventions and- 
* of Men in Religion. Few Ordination paſt 
«whilſt of them liv'd, and were capable of publick 
Service, but their Company and Aſſiſtance was procured 
if poſſible, Mr. Reynolds thought it no ſmall honour 10 
him, that he had the Concurrence of fo many of them in 
his Ordination; and their Memory is and will be precious 
to all true Lovers of Liberty. Had it not been for them 
we might now perhaps have been Groaning under a Yoke 
of Spiritual Tyranny: A Toke nuhich all Proteflants 
c always Account too heavy to be born. % The 


the Prayers of mw faithful Ones be- 


ray d over me, the other Miniſters 
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« The Lord remember for good, thoſe Fathers and 
*« Brethren, that fo readily concur'd with my Requeſt 
„ in Faſting and Praying on our behalf the Day betore, - 
* the Lord hear their Prayers and enrich their Souls ! 
« My Confeſſion of Faith was (as I remember, having 
© not tyed my ſelf to what I had penn'd) to this purport, 


His Confeſſion of F Aa 1TH, 


a HII E I preſent my ſelf here Fathers and Bre- 
60 thren in Chriſt, to be inſtal'd in the great Office 
6 of ſerving God in the Goſpel of his Son, it may be ſup- 
<« poſed that I believe the principal Truths relating to 
«© the Nature, Founder, Uſe Ends of this Office, 
« which Truths themſelves will lead me through the 
chief Heads of Chriſtian Doctrine. ö 

% believe therefore, (the Lord Pardon and Heal 
« my Unbelief ! but in ſome Meaſure I believe), That 
« there is one Eternal Glorious God, of infinite Wiſ⸗ 
« dom, Power, and Love, who ing to the Reve- 
« lation he has given of himſelf is to be diſtinguiſh'd 
<« into three Relative Perſons, Father, Son, and Holy 
« Ghoſt; whoſe — holy Will is Sovereign Cauſe 
* and Rule, and End of all Things. That this glorious 
“ God has according to the Counſel of his own Will, 
« created all Things out of nothing, particularly the 
“% Worlds of Angels and Men, that he Rules, and diſ- 
« poles all Things in both Worlds in low Subordina- 
* tion to his own Purpoſes and Subſerviency to his own 


4 Gl 


8 [Believe that he made the Angels Holy, Happy 
« Spirits, that ſome 'of them are fallen by Sin 
« from their Happineſs and Heaven, and are in the 
« juſt Judgment of God given up to Obſtinacy and Re- 
« belhon, and reſerv'd in Chains of Darkneſs unto the 


Judgment of — Day, that the reſt are con- 
„ firm'd in Hali 


and Glory for ever. | 
| <« I bes 
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I believe that God made Man, the Inhabitant of 
tt this World, Wiſe, Holy and Pure, that he gave him 
*© a Law ſuitable to his Nature and Condition, in Obe- 
& dence to which he wou'd be everlaſtingly Pen in 
© Diſobedience to which he wou'd ruin himſelf and all 
« his Poſterity. | | 

« T believe that the Head of our Nature broke the 
« righteous Covenant of God; forſook his Innocence 
« and God, and Happineſs, and thereby involv'd him- 
« ſelf and all his natural Iſſue in Guilt, in Corruption 
« of Nature, and Obnoxiouſneſs to eternal Miſery. But 
« J believe (Oh that I might believe more firmly, more 
« conſtantly ! ) that God has had abundant Compaſlion 
« on Mankind; particularly has of his Rich and Free 
« good Pleaſure, given {ome unto his own Son to be 
« redeemed, juſtified, ſanctified, and everlaſtingly ſav d 
« by him, who are accordingly accepted by him at the 
« Father's Hands. That this eternal Son of God, in 
« purſuance of his Counſel and Covenant, did in fulneis 
« of Time aſſume our Nature, as it is eſſentially con- 
« ſtituted of a humane, organiz'd Body and rational 
« Soul; that in this aſſum'd Nature, he was Born of 
« the Virgin Mary, without the leaſt Tincture of Origi- 
« nal, Moral, Defilement, that in this Nature he obey'd 
« and ſuffer'd the Will of God, by a voluntary Death 
« made Satisfaction to vindictive Juſtice for our Sins, 
“ and having given ſuch Satisfaction, was rais'd from the 
% Dead by the Power of the Father for our Juſtifica- 
tion and Glory. ay CD 
Al believe, that being rais d from the Dead, and having 
« convers'd with his Diſciples for the ſpace of Forty 
«« Days, having inſtructed his Apoſtles in the Admint- 
« ſt ration of his Kingdom. He in their view, aſcend- 
ed up into Heaven, fits at the Right Hand of the 
« Father, lives and reigns the glorified High Prieſt, 
% Prophet, and King of the Church, pleads his Peoples 
« Cauſe, and Adminiſters all Things in perſuit of their 
* Salvation and Happineſs, 


« [ 
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I believe that this Mediator has had in all 
«« Ages of the World, ſome whom he has renew'd by 
«« his Grace, reconcil'd unto the Father, and conducted 
to Glory. 

« J believe that all, that ever were, or ſhall be ſav'd, 
« were or ſhall be juſtified, and abſolved upon the Ac- 
16 count of his imputed meritorious Sufferings and Death; 


1% were or ſhall be ſanctified by the powerful Grace of 


his Almighty Spirit, whom he ſends as Diſtributer 
% and Applicator of his purchaſed Redemption. 

% J believe that this glorified Head of the Church has 
* inſtituted ſacred Societies that are to bear up his Name 
«and Glory in the World, and are to be fed and nou- 
«.riſh'd by his Word and Miniſtry and Ordinances unto 
eternal Life, 

«« believe that the Scriptures are the Word of God, 
« pen'd by holy Men whom his Spirit inipird; and 
« contain the Covenants of God with Man ; particular- 
« ly the Covenant of Grace, and the laſt Will and Teſ- 
« tament of our Lord Jeſus, ratify d with his own Blood; 
« that they contain a perfect Rule of Faith and Practice 
« of H and Fear, of Duty and Sin, and are the 
0 dls by which we muſt be judg'd at the great Day, 


4 and are therefore by thoſe in this Office to — 2 


« claim'd, open d and apply d unto the ſinful Wor 

« J believe that the Jeſus has inſtituted an Or- 
% der of ſacred Officers (into whoſe number I am hum- 
« bly Ambitious of being admitted) commiſſion'd by 
& him to convert the World, gather Churches, guide 
* them in his Name and Fear, and build them up in 
% Faith, Holineſs, and Joy, till they come to a = 
« Man, to the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs 
« of Chriſt. | 5 

10% J believe that our Lord Jeſus has ordain'd in wiſe 
6 Condeſcention to our frailty, two viſible Seals of his 
* new Covenant, of his Love and Fidelity to 
«* us; Reſtipulations of our Loyalty and Obedience to 
% him; that theſe are Baptiſm and the Lord's —_— 
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te I Baptiſm, I believe, that believers and their Seed, 
* are by the Application -of Water to be conſecrated 
* unto the Grace, Love, and Service of each Perſon in 
e the eternal Godhead; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
„I believe, that in the Lord's Supper, ſacred Socie- 
« ties are oblig'd by eating Bread and drinking Wine 
« with thankful Love, and joyful Praiſe to repreſent and 
% remember the deep Sufferings, and bloody Death of 
*c their crucified Lord, and their own Redemption there- 
& by; that this Appointment is oft to be celebrated and 
& conſcientiouſly obſerv'd in the Churches till our Lord 
% comes back. For Ibelieve (Oh that I might believe 
% more vividly !] that the aſcended Redeemer means to 


1% come again to wind up and finiſh his Mediatory-Mili- 


« tary Service on Earth; come to demonſtrate that he 
& js the promiſed Seed, will break the Serpents Head; 
c that (tho' unclothed Souls are upon their Diſſolution 
« from the Body judg'd by him; unholy Souls being im- 
©© mediately doom'd to eternal Darkneſs and ConfuFak ; 
% holy perſevering Spirits being admitted, yea ſent for 
* to his Preſence and Glory) yet he will come to open 
« the Graves and conquer Death, and raiſe the Dead, 
4 and bring them with the living before his dreadful Tri- 
* bunal, where they ſhall be impartially judg'd accord- 
* ing to their Works. That he will doom wicked An- 
« gels, and unholy Men to everlaſting Confufion and, 
cc Tonures will openly acknowledge his faithful Choſen ;, 
* Crown them with his own hand, take them back a- 
« long with him to Heaven, preſent them before the. 
9 Preſence of his Father's Glory with exceeding Joy. 
& In hopes and aſſurance of which joy ful Day, we muſt. 


« with longing Deſires cry out, Come Lord Jeſus, come. 


« quickly | 

« Now deareſt Lord, I am thy own ; by ſelf Dedi- 
* cation, thine, by ſeveral Reſignations, thine ; I have 
«* been by holy Parents in Baptiſm devoted to thee ; ſa 
* that I am thi | | | | 


« (r.) 


- —— .. 
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4 (1.) As born in thy Family, deſcended from thy 
&« Servants, whoſe Ears thou had'ſt bored; I am the 
« Son of thine Embaſſador, the Son of thy Handmaid, 
Br h IVE thee in thine Ap 
« Ja. them unto in thine Ap» 
«« pointment, feal'd for thine by the Application of Wa- 
« ter. I am moreover thine by the foregoing Covenant 
& which in Youth I made and ſubſcrib d, that I might 
« put my ſelf out of my own Power, and might have 
% wherewith to anſwer 'Temptations from the Devil, the 


| ; « World, and the Fleſh ; for then I coud fay, I was 
« E and was under Bond to another Maſter; 
| « but al 
Fc 


as my Anſwer 1 have too oft forgot, and my 
rping Sollicitors have too oft prevail'd. 
| « But deareſt pardoning Lord, I ſtill ſtand to that 
« Covenant; and now have renew'd, multiply'd my 
« Vows and Engagements unto thee, have devoted my 
| « ſelf to the ſervice of thy Sanctuary (let me fee thy 
« Power and Glory there!) and to the Goſpel of thy 
| « Son (let me feel the Power of it upon my Heart!} 
J have ſworn to be thine, to perſue thine Intereſts to 
© follow thy Flocks, yea, to ſhew thy Flocks the way 
© to thee and to cleave to my dear Maſter Jeſus, againſt 
the Mali ar of a contradicting World, and the De-, 
« vil, the 8 of this World, and the Fleſh, reluctant 
« within. Ah! Alas! Alas! What will become of me 
« if one ſo bound, and tyed, and fworn ſhall at laſt for- 
« fake thee? and ſhall at laſt become a Caſt away? 
« My Heart trembles at this Thought, at the Appre- 
| « henſion there is of the Danger leaſt I ſhou'd foriake 
| e thee, and forget or renounce all my Bonds; and ſhou'd 
| « at laſt fail of the Grace of God. But what ſhall I now 
do, Lord? ſhall I wiſh my ſelf unengag'd again, re- 
| «ent of my Promiſes, Vows and declared Reiolutions ? 
6 Mal I wiſh I had never thus bound my {elf to thee ? 
« Ah! no, no, dear Lord, I cannot do ſo: I find thy 
« Servants of old have ſolemnly bound themielves to 


| «4 thee, though their Hearts were naturally ſlippery and 


« uncer® 


- © as the Caſe of the Worl 
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© uncertain as well as Mine. I have not done this in 
« confidence of my own Strength, but in humble Depen- 
&* dance on thine, yea, and as an inflituted Means of keep- 
« ing me more firm and ſtable to thee, and fo I hope 
and beg thou woud*ſt make theſe Tranſactions of mine, 
«« Means of exciting my Mind, awakning my Fear, Care, 
« Watchfulneſs and holy Diligence; Means of Com- 
% municating thy Grace to my dull, weary, hea 
« Heart and Spirit! Oh bleſs them to the conſtant rar 
* of my Soul, to the furtherance of my Truſt and Love, 
« and Hope, and Joy ! and now give thy ſelf to me, 
« and thy Spirlt more and more; Oh ſhed abroad thy 
« Love upon my Heart by thy Holy Spirit! Mercy 
« and Goodneſs has follow'd me all my Days; let me 
« more reſent and return thy Love and Goodneſs. 
« Now among thy numerous Benefits beſtow'd upon 


« me, I muſt record theſe. 
4 (1,) I wou'd bleſs thee that thou haſt made me a 


c Man, one of the rational Inhabitants of this World. 


« When I ſee. the Toads and Serpentine Animals, that 
4 are fo Induſtriouſly tought, and kill'd by Mankind, 
J admire and bleſs that ſovereign Power, that made 
me not one of them. Nay, when I behold the no- 
« bler and more uſeful Animals, and ſee how they are 
tc ſubject to Vanity and Thraldom for us, I bleſs the 
« Lord that I am not one of their Condition and Na- 
« ture: Nay, when I ſee the Sun, Moon and Stars, 
« wonderful Beings, that know not themſelves, or thee, 
« I magnify the Lord that I am not one of them. But 
when I eſs thee on this Account I preſuppoſe many 
« Tranſactions of thy Love, as the Redemption that is 
« in thy Son, the Emiſſion of thy Covenant of Grace, 
« the Conveyance of it unto me; for ſurely it had 
« been better for me not to have been born, than have been 
one of guilty, curſed Mankind, without Redemption, 
* without Means and Hopes of Recovery. But now 

iy ſtands thro' thy wonderful 
Providence, and the Caſe of my Soul, as I * 

a . 50 c 60 


34 Memoirs of the LI YE 
« thinks its better to be one of Mankind, than one 
„of the Angelical Spirits, as it ſeems more joyous; 
„ to. be advanced and exalted, than to be perpetually 
« preſervd in the ſame Condition. Now, perha 
% may I in time, be made equal to confirmed Angels; 
if not on ſome Accounts ſuperior to them, as more 
« like unto, and more ſuſceptive of Glory from the ex- 
&«, alted Mediator. What Advantage may accrue to us 
« from our Participating the fame Nature. with him, 
& or, his with us, Time or rather Eternity muſt ſhew. 
“ (g.) I bleſs thee that thou haſt given me compe- 
i tent Meaſures of Underſtanding, for knowing my elf 
* and thee. Oh how oft have I admir'd !. tho“ not oft 
« enough) that I am nat. one of thoſe poor Ideots, that 
&, run up and down the Street proclaiming their own 
& Folly and Miſery. Bleſſed be God that has given 
c me Capacity to be of ſome. Service. to my ſelf; and 
& others, that I can ſtudy thy Works of Nature and 
c Proyidence, can at leaſt conſult thoſe noble Spirits and 
« Genius's, that have — 2 thy Power and 
« Godhead in the things which thou haſt made, I can 
1 read and ſtudy thy Word, thy Commands, Threat- 
« nings, Promiſes, the Myſteries of thy Grace, the Love 
*+ of thy Son, and in ſome Meaſure report them anto 
« others. Oh that I might love thee, who haſt thus 
„ enrichd and rais'd me! : „ 
4 (3.) That thou haſt given me ſuch Parentage, ſuch 
% Education, Parents that have known, thee, low d thee, 
« ſerv'd: thee, that have been eſteem d whereyer they 
« were known, for whoſe ſakes I have found Reſpect 
„ with; them. that. knew them; that I have had the 
% Advantage. (for a Seaſon) of their Inſtructions, Prayers, 
« and Examples. That I have been educated, in Eng- 
land, a Place of ſo much Light; and; Knowledge, and 
„ where thy Truth fo richly. Shines, and where I have 
« ſeen and known ſo many of thy. Saints, that have fi- 
«* niſh'd, and are now. finiſhing, their, Courſe, where I 
have enjoy d ſuch vocal Labour n — 
| | (2 L Miniſtry, 
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«« Miniſtry, and Ordinances, ſo many ſurviving Works 
ce of thy Worthies, ſuch Elucidations of thy Word, ſuch 
« Directions unto Holineſs and Heaven, ſuch Fortifica- 
« tions againſt the Power and Subtilty of Hell and 
4 — Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul that has 
« given thee ſuch Proviſions for eternal Life. I might 
6 — been nouriſh'd in the Pagan Lands, in the Ma- 
% hometan Empire, in the 7ewz Synagogue, and been 
« a Worſhipper of the Romiſb Idol, but for ever bleſſed 
«© be my God, that has prepoſſeſs'd me with reformed 
« Poctrine, with heavenly Light, and taught my Youth 
« to ſerve him. 

« (4.) I praiſe thee that when Father, and Mother 
« forſook me, (as they did by Death, when I was a- 
5 bout 17 Years of Age, and the eldeſt of five) then 
« thou tookeſt me up, tookeſt me into thy Care and 
« Tuition, thou provided'ſt Friends who kindly receiv- 
* ed us, faithfully preſerv'd what our Parents left us, 
« dealt with us as if we had been their own; Dear Lord, 
« this was thy own doing, praiſed be thy Name. 

66 (5.) I bleſs thee that thou haſt guarded me thro? 
5 all the Hazards of my Life till now, preſerved me 
5 ſafe thro* all my numerous Dangers; I have been 
in Death's often, in danger of Death often, but 
« out of all, the Lord has deliverd me; have 
* travel'd Night and Day in dangerous Roads in ws 
Waters, in hazardous Seaſons; but God has fecur\ 
« me; I have been oft thrown from my Horſes, have 
* been taken up for dead, yet no Part broken, no Bone 
* diflocated, no conſiderable Hurt or Pain has enſued. 
% How ſhall J bleſs thee for this! How ſoon _ 
have been maim'd, ' wounded to the making o 
Life a Butden to my ſelf, and all about me; which is 
* now fo Eaſy and Comfortable. Oh deſperately wicked 
* Heart that is no more Thankfut! How many of my 
* ſtrong; healthy Friends are gone to the Grave, white 
«© I, poor filly I, am here in Peace? Oh that I migh 
Work, while it is called Day, and prep to Neu 

| ec 2 « (6.) 
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4 (6.) I Bleſs thee, that thou haſt given me leave to 
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ſee my Brother and Siſter ſettled in the World ; they 


two only of my natural Fellows lived to Years meet 


for the married State ; thou haſt been pleaſed to leave 
them much in my Care and Power; thou haſt been 


pleaſed to enable me and make me willing to con- 


tribute to their Comfortable Support in the World; 
bleſſed be God that has order'd any Fruit, that may 
in ſome Meaſure redound to my Account. 

« (7,) I wou'd bleſs thee for that Allowance and 
Support, thy Providence has afforded me, a little Pa- 
trimony, tos low for Envy, for Contempt too high, 
hereby I cou'd oft Preach for nothing; yet twas ſo 
low that I might without Scandal receive, where it 
cou'd be afforded me. Hereby I can competently ſub- 
ſiſt while I am diſabled from publick Service, bleſſed 
be my heavenly Father. 

8.) Dear Lord, let me {till bleſs thee, for thy mer- 
ciful wholeſome Chaſtiſements. Thou haſt ſeen it 


ood to hold me under the Rod; and have I not ſeen 


it good too to be there? Deareſt, Faithful Lord! 


Haſt thou taken any Means to bring me more Home 


to thy Self? I found that in Health and Eaſe my Heart 


w Wanton, Careleſs, Hard ; I forgot Death and' 


iſſolution, my Soul, and my Salvation, but thou 
haſt called me cloſely to meditate theſe Things. Thou 
haſt drawn me to the Mouth of the Grave, and made 
me to look into it, and to look unto my Redeemer's 
Death and Reſurrection. I have been very cold in 
thy Service, very loth to preach and pray, very ready 
to grow weary of ſpeaking for my Lord, and of ex- 
poſtulating with dying Souls; thou by detaining 
me many a time from the Pulpit, haſt made me wil- 
ling to come there, and willing to ſpeak ſeriouſly, 


* and importunately to ſinning Mortals. How oft haft 


Cc 


cc 


thou drawn me to thy Selt in Hope, and holy De- 
pendance ? How oft taught me the Vanity of this 


World, the Folly, the Emptineſs of the Pleaſures of 


6c Sin ? 
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Sin ? How oft made me to look upon my felf as a 
Fool for departing from thee, and from thy holy 
Ways? How oft haſt thou brought me on my Knees 
to ſeek thy Face, to crave thy Pardon in the Blood 
of thy Son? How wiſely haſt thou taught me my ſelf, 
my frailty, and my mortality, and. invited me, con- 
ſtrained me to apply my Heart to Wiſdom ? How 
gracious haſt thou been in the Choice of mine Afflic- 
tion ? No racking Stone, Cholick, Strangury, no 'Tor- 
ture of diſtreſſed Nature; but more tolerable Pains, 


„ and Weakneſs; a diſeaſed Breaſt ſhou'd warn me of a 


cc 
16 
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«c 


diſeaſed Heart, and mind me of the great Phyſician. 
Diſability to breath and ſpeak ſhou'd teach me to 
{peak of thee, and for thee, and to thee, while I can; 


© and to remember that after a few Breaths and Pulſes 


more, I muſt go to my long Home, my, Lungs e're 
long muſt quite be diſabled and conſumed ; my haſty 
Blood will at laſt have finiſhed its Race, and I muſt 
be diſſolved, unmechaniz'd and laid in the Duft. 
Shan't I bleſs thee for my late more than ordinary 
IIlneſs, juſt upon my Procedure towards Ordination! 
my Lord, juſt upon his Entrance upon his publick Mi- 
niſtry was led to encounter with the Tempter. Haſt 


« thou not been proving me, humbling me, awakning 


my careleſs Soul? Oh that I may now be more 
pure, more refin'd for my Maſter's Service! Wiſe, 
Righteous, Faithful are thy Ways O King of Saints. 
* (9.) I wou'd, Dear Lord, thankfully bleſs thy 
Name who haſt ſo far drawn my Heart towards thy 
ſelf, that thou haſt in any Meaſure touch'd me, quick- 
ned me by thy Grace, for ever bleſt be thy tranſcen- 
dent abounding Love! Oh what had become of me 
if I had been left to my ſelf, the Fellies of Youth, 
and Extravagancies of corrupted. curſed Nature? 

* (10.) Now thou haſt dignified me by putting me 
into the Miniſtry, how ſhall I praiſe thee for this? 


What Love doſt thou heap upon me? that I ſhou'd 


Preach among the Gentiles, the unſearchable Riches 
89 « of 
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« of Chriſt! that I ſhou'd bear the Title, more glori- 
« ous than that of King's and Emperor's, the Servant 
« of Jeſus Chriſt! Now deareſt Lord teach me thy 
« Self, thy Love, thy Work, thy Praiſe, teach me 
<< to ſerve with a pure willing Spirit in thy Goſpel! 
«© Now muſt thou ſupport me, ſuſtain me, be with 
«« me, ſtrengthen me, look after me continually ; I am 
% one - thy 2 one of By Embaſſadors to the 
« World, one thy poor dependant Supplicants. 
The Lord Jeſus be —_ Spirit. 3 ä 
Thus did Mr. Reyno/ds devote himſelf to God to ſerve 
him in the Miniſtry of his Son; he made a Cordial 
tender of his Perſon to ſerve him in the Goſpel of 
his Son. He was ſincerely a Volunteer in aſſuming and 
entring into his Office ; his Heart and Soul was in it. 
It was his Choice and Delight above all the ways of 
Honour. His Ordination he look'd upon as a Renewal 
of all his former Engagements to be the Lord's, and up- 
on himſelf as hereby more ſtrongly and firmly bound 
than ever he was before, to be faithful to Chriſt Jeſus and 
diligent and conſtant in ſerving his Intereſt, and promo- 
ting his Glory. The Vows of God were upon him, 
he cou'd not, durſt not, think of being Careleſs, Neg- 
ligent, or Lukewarm in his Work, much leſs of draw- 
ing back or deſerting his Miniſtry, whatever Tempta- 
tions a weak diſorder d Body might preſent him with to 
do ſo. Having purpos d and refolv'd to be a faithful 
Miniſter of Chriſt, he endeavour'd to be fo, he laid out 
himſelf in the diſcharge of his Duty as much as his 
Weakneſs wou'd allow, and oftentimes to the Injury 
of his Health. 
At the ſame Time that he was reviewing his Ordi- 


nation and meditating the Dedication he therein 


made of himſelf to God, he looks over that great Varie- 
ty of Mercies he had receiv'd from God, in order to 
poſſeſs his Mind with becoming Gratitude to him, and 
render this Dedication of himſelf to him more fincere 


and hearty, more entire and unceſerv'd, more affecting 
| : | 0 
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him, and more Influencial upon his future Conduct. 
ow careful was he to record the Mercies he had re- 
ceiv'd! How thankful for them! And how willing 
and deſirous to be, the devoted humble Servant of that 
kind and gracious, God who: had thus  oblig'd him. 
Hardly any of the Favours God had beſtow'd upon him, 
affected him more, and was more thankfully acknow. 
ledged, than the Honour, (ſuch he always accounted it) 
that God had put upon him, in taking him into the 
Miniftry of his Son, and employing him as his Ambaſ⸗ 
fador to immortal Souls, to beſeech them in Chriſt's ſtead 
to be reconciled to God; as may in part be ſeen from 
what has been already related concerning him, and will 
be further manifeſted in the Sequel. PE OS 
As be himſelf had high and honourable Thoughts 
of this Office, he cou'd not bear to have others enter- 
tain low and contemptuous Ones thereof, and was v 
much yriev'd at that Scorn and Contempt under whi 
the. Undertakers of this Miniftry are fallen in this- 
ent Age, and that the Charge of Prieſtcraft is fo libe- 
rally and undiſtinguiſhedly affixed to the whole Order, by 
Deiſtical and Free-thinking Gentlemen from ſuch Con- 
tempt, and ſuch Charge has he endeavour'd to reſcue 
and vindicate it, in an Introduction that he has left to a 


- Manuſcript, entitled, The young Preachers Reflections on 
bis Work and himſelf, a moſt 


erious, affecting, movin 
Piece, drawn up for his own Uſe, but which he had 
alſo ſome Deſigns of printing for the Benefit of others. 
What prevented it, I know not, what I have ſeen of it 
is writ over fair as for the Preſs, but great Part of it 
is wanting. This therefore is never likely to fee the 
Light; However, I ſhall not think it foreign to my 
Deſign in giving an Account of Mr. Reynolds's Life, to 

preſent the Reader with this Introduction. In it he 
ſhews the Injuſtice that theſe Free- thinking Gentlemen 
are guilty of in this 2 Charge of Prieitcraft, the 
Abſurdity of making this an Excuſe, for their Infidelity 
and Immorality, and Vindicates the Chriſtian __ 
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« of Chriſt! that I ſhou'd bear the Title, more glori- 
% ous than that of King's and Emperor's, the Servant 
« of Jeſus Chriſt! Now deareſt Lord teach me thy 
Self, thy Love, thy Work, thy Praiſe, teach me 
<< to ſerve. with a pure willing * in thy Goſpel! 


No muſt thou ſupport me, ſuſtain me, be with 
« me, ſtrengthen me, look after me continually ; I am 
% one of thy Houſhold, one of thy Embaſſadors to the 
* World, one of thy poor dependant Supplicants. 
« The Lord Jeſus be with my Spirit. Amen. | 
Thus did Mr. Reyno/ds devote himfelf to Gad to ſerve 
him in the Miniſtry of his Son; he made a Cordial 
tender- of his Perfon to ſerve him in the Goſpel of 
his Son. He was ſincerely a Volunteer in aſſuming and 
entring into his Office; his Heart and Soul was in it. 
It was his Choice and Delight above all the ways of 
Honour. His Ordination he look'd upon as a Renewal 
of all his former Engagements to be the Lord's, and up- 
on himſelf as hereby more ſtrongly and firmly bound 
than ever he was before, to be faithful to Chriſt Jeſus and 
diligent and conſtant in ſerving his Intereſt, and promo- 
ting his Glory. The Vows of God were upon him, 
d he cou'd not, durſt not, think of being Careleſs, Neg- 
ligent, or Lukewarm in his Work, much leſs of draw- 
ing back or deſerting his Miniſtry, whatever Tempta- 
tions a. weak diforder'd Body might preſent him with to 
do ſo. Having purpos d and reſolvd to be a faithful 
Miniſter of Chriſt, he endeavour'd to be ſo, he laid out 
himſelf in the diſcharge of his Duty as much as his 
Weakneſs wou'd allow, and oftentimes to the Injury 
of his Health. 
At the ſame Time that he was reviewing his Ordi- 
nation and meditating the Dedication he had therein 
made of himſelf to God, he looks over that great Varie- 
ty of Mercies he had receiv'd from God, in order to 
poſſeſs his Mind with becoming Gratitude to him, and 
render this Dedication of himſelf to him more fincere 
and hearty, more entire and unreſervd, more affecting 
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him, and more Influencial upon his future Conduct. 
careful was he to record the Mercies he had re- 
ceivd! How thankful for them! And how willing 
and deſirous to be, the devoted humble Servant of that 
kind and gracious God who: had thus  oblig'd him. 
Hardly any of the Favours God had beſtow'd hitn, 
affected him more, and was more thankfully acknow. 
ledged, than the Honour, (ſuch he always accounted it) 
that God had put upon him, in taking him into the 
Miniſtry of his Son, and employing him as his Atnbaſ- 
fador to immortal Souls, to beſeech them in Chriſt's ſtead 
to be reconciled to God ; as may in part be ſeen from 
what has been already related concerning him, and will 

be further manifeſted in the Sequel. 5 
As he himſelf had high and honourable Thoughts 
of this Office, he cou'd not bear to have others enter - 


tain low and contemptuous Ones thereof, and was v 


much griev d at that Scorn and Contempt under whi 

the Undertakers of this Miniſtry are fallen in this pre- 
ſent Age, and that the Charge of Prieſtcraft is ſo libe- 
rally and undiſtinguiſhedly a to the whole Order, by 
Deiſtical and Free-thinking Gentlemen from ſuch Con- 
tempt, and ſuch Charge has he endeavour'd to reſcue 
and vindicate it, in an Introduction that he has left to a 
Manuſcript, entitled, The young Preachers Reflections on 


bis Work and himſelf, a moſt ſerious, affecting, b. i 


Piece, drawn up for his own Uſe, but which he 

alſo ſome Deſigns of printing for the Benefit of others. 
What prevented it, I know not, what I have ſeen of it 
is writ over fair as for the Preſs, but great Part of it 
is wanting. This therefore is never likely to ſee the 
Light; However, I ſhall not think it foreign to my 
Deſign in giving an Account of Mr. Reynolds's Life, to 
preſent the Reader with this Introduction. In it he 
ſhews the Injuſtice that theſe Free · thinking Gentlemen 
are guilty of in this general Charge of Prieitcraft, the 
Abſurdity of making this an Excuſe, for their Infidelity 
and Immorality, and Vindicates the Chriſtian a 
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from ſuch an Aſperſion by Conſiderations concerni 


the founding Eſtabliſning and Managing of this Office 


It is fo full of Uſeful- and Inſtructive Matter, that I am 


not very apprehenſive of being blam'd by the Reader 


.for inſerting it, tho' ſomewhat long, in this Narration, 
eſpecially as it concides with the Controverſy that is 


now on Foot in the World. 


A Vindication of the Chriſtian Miniſtry 
from the charge of Prieſtcraft, &c. 


Co b ID facred Writ give us no Account of the De- 
cc 


' pravation of Mankind, or of the Uninterrupted 
** Propagation of Habitual Sin, yet daily Experience too 
« fully evinces the Truth of it. How Deplorable is 
«© the Ignorance, Prejudice, and Error of Man's Mind ? 
« How carnal and fooliſh are the Appetites, Paſſions 
* and Propenſions of his Heart? How violently are 
< we prepoſleſs'd againſt the Fountain of our Being, the 
« Eternal Majeſty that made us? When 'tis our Ho- 
% nopr and Happineſs to know our God, our Relations 
* to him, our Dependance on him, the Grounds of our 
% Fears, and the Reaſons of our Hopes from him, we 
« are ſtrangely averſe to the Meditation of theſe 
« Things: We generally profeſs to value ſomething we 
ec call Wiſdom; But Alas! how uncertain, fond, and 
« fooliſh are our Notions of it? Some, if they know 
« how to gratify their ambitious Deſires, and riſing Pro- 
cc jections account themſelves Wiſe enough. If others 
« can careſs themſelves in carnal Pleaſures, and lew'd 
«« Delights they are arrivd to the height of Wiſdom 
«© they deſire. The Stateſman is wiſe enough if he 
« can == his Poſt amidſt the Envy and undermin- 
ing Deſigns of ſly Competitors, that are ready to trip 
« up his Heels. The Student of Nature admires his 


«© own Proficiency, if he thinks he has follow'd his Coy 


« Miſtreſs intd ſome of her darkerRetirements, eſpecially \ 
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as this, without recourſe to the Conſtitution of an 
Omniſcient Maker and Governour. The School- 
man applauds his own Wisdom, if, by ſome ſubtle 
Diſtinction or other, he thinks, he can evade his 
Opponents Arguments. The Critic is Wiſe that can 
by various Reading, or private Conjecture eſtabliſh 
or elucidate the Text of a muſty Author, ſcarce worth 
the reading. The modern Opinioniſt is hugely Wiſe, 
that can by a novel Figure or Flouriſh elude any 
Text, that founds the Belief of the true Deity of 
the Son of God, or of his Pre-exiſtence to his hu- 
mane Conception. But how rare is that Wiſdom that 
meliorates its Poſſeſſor, purifies the Soul in which it 
is lodg'd, and prepares it for the future bleſſed State? 
« Alas! ſuch is the Diforder of the Heart, it de- 
2 and debauches the Remnants of Light and 

nowledge, wherewith the Mind is at any Time 
beautified, Intellectual Endowments are but Sacrile- 


giouſly proſtituted to the Service of baſe Luſts and, 


vile Affections. What's the Employment of Wit and 
Senſe (as far as Wit and Senſe can be ſo employed) 
but to bid Defiance to Divine Majeſty, and to Prac- 
tiſe thoſe exalted Vices, that exceed the Capacity 
and reach of meaner Spirits? Intemperance, Incon- 
tinence, and Prophaneneſs domineer, as if Men had 


| ſtudiouſly obliterated all Ideas of God, all Diſtinction 


of moral Good and Evil, all Remorſe-of Conicience, 
all forethought of Death, a future State, and uni- 
verſal Judgment. O curve in Terris Anime, & cæ- 
leſtium inanes ! Baſe, degenerate Souls, fallen from Hea- 
ven, and loth to return ! | } | 

«« For where the Atheiſts Creed is not totally prac- 
tis'd or eſpouſed, Deiſtical and Racovian Principles 
ſhall infe&t the Mind, and cut the Sinews of true 


ce the Spirit of Man from awful Apprehenſions of the 


« Divine 
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< he Fancy that he can lay a Syſtem of Mechanick Laws, 
* which, apply'd to Matter, will produce ſuch a World 
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of the Divine effential Holineſs and Purity, of his 
vindictive Juſtice, and Hatred, and Deteſtation of Sin, 


into degrading Apprehenſions of the Son of God, and 
of his Divine Glory and Perfections, into diſhonour- 
able Thoughts of the holy Spirit, and his ſanctify ing 
'Grace and Operations, into a proud Conceit of its own 


Innocency, Power, and Abilities, who is by Nature ſo 
Vile, accurſed, oppoſite to God, and the concerns of his 
Glory: Reproach is caſt upon the Righteouineſs, 
Blood, and Death of the Lord Jeſus, whereby choſen 
Souls are effectually ranſom'd from Sin, and Death, 
and Hell, and infallibly, in due Time, entitled unto 
eternal Life and Glory. *Tis the Purpoſe of eter- 
nal Prudence by the feoliſnneſs of the Croſs uf Chriſt 
to confound the Wiſdora of the Scribe, and Diſpu- 
tant, of the Noble, and Wiſe, and Mighty in the 
World. But how many Souls are ſlain by modern 
Miſtakes about this Myſtery of the Father and of 
Chriſt? 
But can we ſee that genuine Piety has poſſeis d the 
Heart, even where Evangelical Truth has ſeized the 
Head? How rare and unfrequent is the Appearance 
of the divine Energy of that Religion which the Son 
of God has ſet on Foot in the World? How little does 
the Beauty of Chriſtianity ſhine in the Integrity of 
its Profeſſors? How little does it appear better than 
other Religions by the Converſation of its Vo- 
taries? In foreign Plantations, Popiſh Chriſtians b 
their Frauds, Superſtitions, and Cruelties have made 
the name of Chriſt Offenfive and Scandalous, and 
Proteftants too have been ſo immoral themſelves, 
and ſo inhumane to their Slaves, and to the Natives, 
that they have been but little diftinguiſh'd from the 
Papiſts or the poor Pagans themſelves. Thus Stran- 
gers have been prejudic'd againſt the only Religion, 
and the only Name, =_ under Heaven by which 
they can be ſaved: Wo to the World becauſe of Of- 
; «© fenews 
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. fences, ſuch Offences whereby their Holineſs and Sal- 


vation are obſtructed ! | | 
« In the mean Time fad alſo is the Caſe at Home. 
what Wounds have been given to Religion by the 
Hypocriſy, the Sins and Falls of thoſe x eſpouſe 


it? O the Imperfection, Imprudence, and Paſſion of 


the truly Pious! The Guile and Miſchievous De- 
ceit of formal Pretenders! The ſtricteſt Sets have 
been found miſerably {potted and ſtained ; but there 
are enow that will ſearch into theſe Sores, tho' for 
other Ends, and expoſe theſe Enormities with Rhe- 
torical Aggravations, ſo that here we need not pro» 
ceed any further. | 
4 But no wonder Divine Religion has but flow, or 
ſhort, or imperſect Entertainment in the World, and 
in the heart of Man; how. can Light and Darkneſs 
well agree, or Heaven and Sin comport together ? 
Chriſtianity is too noble and ſublime to be eaſily ad- 
mitted or retained by humane Nature. Soon had 
the Churches of Galatia relinquiſh'd the Truth, and 
conſequently their Obedience thereunto. Soon had 


Ephe/us loſt her firſt Love, and Pergamos entertained 


the impure Doctrine of the Nicw/aitans, Sardis had 
but a few living Names, and Laodice@ was ſoon grown 
lukewarm in her Faith and Practice. Surely theſe 
Inſtances are to ſhew us, how hardly vital Religion 
is preſerved in ſuch a debaſed World. 

« But Time was when the Force and Amiableneſs of 
Evangelical Religion was illuſtriouſſy exemplified, and 
its Reception thereby recommended to the World. 
The Obedience of the Romans was once deſervedly 
ſpoken of throughout the World, many noble Chriſ- 
tians are mentioned in the Concluſion of the A 


<«« ſtolical Epiſtle to them, and, before that the Church. 
« es in Fudea, Samaria, and Galilee walked in the 
« Fear of the Lord, and the Comfort of the holy Ghoſt. 
«« The Church of Feru/alem by its Purity, Union and 
* Love, gain'd the Veneration and Eſteem of all the 
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Spectators, even of thoſe that were afraid of adjoin- 
ng themſelves thereto. O happy Societies! compoſed 
of Saints and cemented with Love! Sweet Commu- 
nion, when Believers. walk'd as Brethren, and fore- 
taſted heavenly Delights! Happy Times, when in 


the ſame individual Ordinances, Hearts, and Aﬀec- 


tions were undivided! When the diſgraceful Names 
of Hereſy, Faction, and Schiſm were not bandied 
too and fro, and reciprocally retorted ! When brea- 
king Bread united Souls; when the fame Faith, Rules 
and Orders were aſſented to; or under various Ap- 
prehenſion in little Matters, Peace and Love rejoiced | 
to ſhew their triumphant Power! 
« And are theſe happy Days ſo paſt that they muſt 
return no more? Is the Spirit of Sanctity, Peace and 
Joy retired from the Churches ever ſince their firſt 
Planters retired unto their Reſt and Reward? Has no 
Mantle fallen from them theſe 16 or 1700 Years ? Is 
holy Harmony and Concord fled from below, and like 
the Poets Aſtræa gone up to Heaven? Muſt we till 
hear the Noiſe of War, and of thoſe that ſound an 
Alarum in the Gates of Sion? Muſt the Church be 
always Militant, not with her Enemies only, but with 
thoſe that call themſelves her Sons? Muſt we ſtill fee, 
not Prayer, holy Word, and Tears levelled againſt 
fiery. Darts, but Aguilas Aquilis & Pila minantia Pi- 
lis? All the Enſigns of inteſtine War? Muſt the 
Prophets Prediction be reverſed, and Plow-ſhares be 
beaten into Swords, and Pruning-hooks, Shepherd's- 
crooks, and Croſiers, into Spears and Daggers? Muſt 
the Members of the myſtical Body ſtill worry, and 
hate, and Devour each other? 
« Bleſſed Lord ! when wilt thou cure theſe mortal 
Diſorders? when wilt thou lenify and heal theſe ulcer- 
ated Minds and Spirits ? when ſhall the Beauty and 
Neceſſity of Love and Union appear? and the Church- 
es Sorrows, Rents and Wounds perſwade her to value 
and purſue all thy Recovering, Sanative Preſcriptions ? 
ö | | «© When 
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When ſhall thy valedictory Prayer be fignally accom- 
pliſh'd, and thy Diſciples be one as the Father, and 
thou art one! ſhall thy Servants be never able to 
plead this Union of thy Saints, as a great Argument 
to convince the World that the Father has ſent thee, 
and has loved them as he has loved thee? O return 
unto thy Flocks, and ſuffer them not any longer to fall 
out by the Way ! ſhed abroad the Spirit of Grace and 
Love that they may concordantly walk in the fame 
Steps to the fame City of God ! | 

« But while the Caſe of our World is thus; true 
Holineſs neglected and viliſied; the Churches rectitude, 
and Peace expifng; the Honour of the heavenly Re- 
ligion laid bleeding, Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Debauchery 
grown Epidemic ; the Glory departing from our Bri- 
ti/h Iſrael. What Son of Sion is there whoſe Heart 
does not ake for the Ark of God ? Whoſe Counten- 
ance 1s not appalled! and that cries not with bitter 
ſighs, turn us again, O God of our Salvation, the 
recovering Work muſt begin with thee, and thereup- 
on cauſe thine Anger towards us to ceaſe ! O let Righte- 
ouſneſs either thy Righteouſneſs towards us in the kind 
Accompliſhment of thy Purpoſes and Promiſes; or 
our Righteouſneſs towards thee, in all the happy Fruits 
of a kindly Converſion to thee, go bgfore thy Fate, 
and fo ſet us in the way of thy Steps! 

« But does the great God entirely wink at theſe Days 
of Darkneſs and Confuſion ? Does he without Con- 
troul ſuffer the World to ſettle upon its Lees? and 
the enlightened World to go on in a continued Con- 
tempt of him! Has not he ſet thoſe in the World 
whoſe Buſineſs *tis to ſcatter Light and Knowledge, 
round about them, to promote Witdom, Virtue, Good- 
neſs, Contempt of the World and Communion with 
Heaven? In moſt Ages and in moſt Countries ſome 
remarkable Genius or other has, in the Providence of 


God, ſtood up and deliver'd ſuch Rules of Morality, 
« Righte- 
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« Righteouſneſs and Probity as might greatly ſerve to 
« reform the impious World. | 
« What excellent Rules of Life and Conduct have 
t the old Ethnic Philoſophers laid down, which duly 
attended to, wou'd have purg'd their Countries from 
« many bold Enormities? How many noble Notions 
„ and Theorems concerning the Nature and diverſe At- 
4 tributes of God, concerning the End and Happineſs 
“ of Man, the Excellency of Wiſdom and Virtue, which, 
improved and practiſed, wou'd have reſcued the Spirit 
« of Man from much impiety and injuſtice? So that 
as the curious Fabrick of the World proclaims to all 
Nations a moſt wiſe, beneſicent, obliging Author; 
4. ſo theſe Dictators of Morality ſeem to be rais'd up and 
«©. employed by Divine Providence, as a ſort of Preach- 
ers to the un-evangelized World. And tho' they 
4. have not diſcerned all that Truth and Duty which 
E, natural Light and Reaſon diſcovers; Nay, ſometimes 
&, have celebrated Vices for Virtues, and have held the 
«./Truth alſo in an, ee; yet they have utter d 
„ ſo many Excellent _ in Religion and Humanity, 
as may leave their People without excuſe in their con- 


- 4. tradiftious Way of Life. As God by giving Rains 


« and fruitful Seaſons has not left himſelf without 
« Witneſs in the darkeſt Regions, that he is good and 
6 does good to All; ſo by raiſing. up in the gentile 
* World ſuch eminent Lecturers in morality, as Plu- 
4 tarch, Epictetus, Tully, Seneca, and others, he ſeems 
4 to call: for Obſervance and Duty there. How can 


% we look upon the noble Antoninus as any other than 


4 an . Ecclefiafies * A reſemblance of that in the 
*. World, that the great So/omen was in the Church? 


<Not indeed a Perſon typifying the Churches Head; 
but, among the uncircumciſed, a Royal Preacher, as 
<< the other was a crowned Prophet to the circumciſed 
*. of Iſrael. And if our Lord Chriſt be the Light 
«of the World, was it not He, that by them ſhone in 
the thick Darkneſs! Why might not their glimmer- 
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« ing Tapers be lighted by him that Walks among the 
4 golden Candleſticks? He is not King in Sion only, 
« but Lord of the whole Earth. And Power, Autho- 
« rity, and juriſdiction, over all Fleſh is given to him, 
„% that he may without fail give eternal Life, to as ma- 
„ ny as the Father has given him. 
„ But alas! how weak and dim was all their Light 
„ and Wiſdom? and with what. palpable Darkneſs Bos 
* rounded, like ſlender Rays of the Sun breaking thro? 
5 the Crevices of a Door into a darkned Room. Alas! 
1 with all their Learning, how little knew they of 
« their Maker's Majeſty, Dominion, and Glory ? How 
46 little do they know. or mention that awful Attribute, 
„celebrated by the celeſtial Seraphs, the divine Holineſs F 
« They complain indeed ſometimes of Man's Impo- 
&« tency and Averſion to Good, but how little knew 
they of the Riſe of it, the Guilt of it, and the dread- 
ful Iſſue, unleſs cured by Grace? How little dream- 
ed they of its gracious Vanquiſher and Deſtroyer, of 
| « the ſacrificed High Prieſt that waſhes his Worſhippers 
i « in his own Blood? The name Jeſus cou'd not be 
1 « read in all the Volumes of the fix Days Work. How 
hy « little knew they of Heaven and Hell, of Angels or De- 
: e vils, of the Conqueror of Death, the Reſurrection of 
1 « the Dead, and the univerſal Publick, irrevocable *. 
. « Judgment? a. John Baptiſt in his Hair-cloth knew 


2 „ more than they. The leaſt Servant in the Mediators 
« Kingdom knows more than he. 

n | « Bleſſed be the God of Grace, that has given hea- 
Tt « venly lively Oracles to his Church! that has ſet up 
a «+ ſuch a Light there, that will infallibly guide benigh - 
i? « ted Souls to Reſt and Glory! that has ſent his 

13 * hither. as a Captain of Salvation, an Author of eter- 
as « nal Light and Life] that hath caus' d his Gaſpel to 
ed <« travel into Great Britain, that hath ordered my Birth 
he „ and Education in one of Immanuel, Lands! That has 
in + given me Manna from Heaven, the Werd of Truth, 
er- the Goſpel of Salvation! : 
ing T 60 Ang 
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„And bleſſed be the God of Grace, that has ſent 
« abroad ſo many Ambaſſadors with his Word unto the 
« World! That has furniſhed them for the Service, 
« and made them willing to engage in it! A Service, 
« ſo ungrateful to Fleſh and Blood! ſo unacceptable to 
„ thoſe that moit need it! and bleſſed be thy Name 
« for Mercy ſhewn me under ſome of their Miniſtra- 
4 tions! How oft haſt thou touched and wounded this 
« Heart, and made me cry out, O, what ſhall I do 
to be iaved? How oft hait thou prepared their Words 
« to. meet with my Sin, to melt my Heart, and ſet me 
4 on ſeeking thy Face? How oft haſt thou made me, 
« even in Youth, to confeſs, that one Day in thy 
% Courts, under the Inſtruction of one of thy Servants, 
« js better than a thouſand elſewhere? O that I cou'd 
« Taſte the ſame ſweetneſs in my own Work ! and diſ- 
ic cover the ſame Spirit that I have found and felt in 
„ in others! How many have I known that have de- 
«© monſtrated to the World that their Hearts and Hopes 
c were not - below? who by their Humility, and Pa- 
« tience, Self-denial and Contempt of the World, un- 
« der frequent unrewarded Labours have made it ap- 
« pear, that they wou'd truſt their Maſter's Word and 
% Promiſe for a Reward in the World to come. But 
« what's the heavy Judgment that is now befallen the 
% Undertaker's of this Miniſtry? Is not divine Diſ- 
« pleaſure come upon them, ſince they are fo diſabled 
« from diſcharging their Office, and attaining the Ends 
c of it? and that, by the general Scorn and Contempt 
% under which they are fallen. That in an ignorant 
« Pagan Country, the Preachers of a crucified Maſter 
“ ſhou'd be reckoned as the Pericatharmata tou coſmou the 
« filth, the droſs, and dregs of the World, and the 
« paring, or off-ſcouring of all Things, or of all Men, 
is not ſo much to be wondered at; but that in a 
„ Chriſtianized Nation, the Subjects of the Chriſtian 
« Miniſtry, ſnou d be ſo ſlighted and vilified is both 
* ſtrange and diſmal. The ſceptical Spirits of the 
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er 'Fown, readily ſurmiſe that none are led into, or ac- 
er ted in this ſacred Function by any other Motive, than 
„ what themſelves are captivated by, even ſecular In- 
4s tereſt, and carnal Advantage. Hence Prielicraft is be- 
% come but another Name tor the miniſterial Employ, 
« and the Characters of Knave or Fool Scaramuchio, 
&* or Pedant, are uſually taken to deſcribe the Clergy- 
% man. 

« Now whatever Pride or Irreligion appears in this 
& Practice of our Gentry, it certainly becomes us to con- 
t ſider what Occaſion, on our Side, has been given for 
« it. And here it muſt be confe{ſ:d and lamented, that 
« many too many, in all Ages, that have been fo- 
« lemnly devoted to the ſervice of ti; Altar, have 
« proved themſelves addicted to the Wor'd, and the 
% Enjoyments of it. Ever ſince worldly Advantage have 
« been ſet up in the Church there have been enow , 

« court Church-Offices for the ſake of them. We need 
« not mention the Competitions between Chriſtian Bi- 
% ſhops when Conſtantine came to the Empire. What 
« ſerious Heart is not grieved to think of the unworthy 
* Reflections, that mult Le caſt upon Chriſtianity, by 
« any poor Stranger, that ices and knows the execra- 
„ ble Artifices and Cheats of the Romiſh Prieſ in 
their Dominions ? If the Letters that pretend to re- 
late the Romiſh Superſtitions and Forgeries, ſay true, 
it 1s not fit that ſuch an Order ſhou d Live. If the 
* Author of the Letters belies them, his Crime is too 
big to be named, or eaſily expiated But the whole 
« Frame of. that Prieſthood ftands iſible Contra- 
diction to Chriſtian Miniſtry. TIE Ignorance they 
encourage, the Subjections, Dependance and Blind O- 
* bedience they require; the Solemnities of the Year of 
* Jubilee, the cancelling all former Indulgencies, that 
all valid Ones may commence from that Year, the 
“ Conteſts about the Silver Hammer, and the Prece- 
„ dencies of Cardinals, and the Titles, Honours, and 
« Emoluments of * Metropolitans and Biſhops 
are 


. 
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« are ſignal Evidences of ſuch Contradiction: In other 
«« Parts alſo of the Chrifian World, the Ambition and 
% Avarice of a Blind Superltitious Clergy, are diſmally 
apparent O what Numbers of Souls are by ſuch 
« deluſive Guides hurried into the Ditch, ſoothed into 
Slavery, and harangued in to endleſs Deſtruction ! Good 
«© God, pity ſuch deluded Mortals! Remove the Impoſ- 
tors, and confound their Impoſtures ! and fend forth 
* wiſe, honeſt, faithful Labourers into thine Harveſt ! 

« How grievous is it, eſpecially, to find the De- 
*- bauchees of our Age and Land, as the famous Roche/- 
«« ter particularly, as in Dr. Burnet's Account of his 
Life, _— the Encouragement they took in their 
« Vice and Profligacy, to the Enormities of the Eccle- 
& fjaſtical Order? How affliftive it is, to ſee a modern 
« Writer, giving us the Hifory of Deiſin, aſſigning the 
« Immoralities, ſervile Compliances,- and Unconſcien- 
6 tiouſneis of the Clergy, as the, great Cauſe of its 
* Riſe and Growth? Rem, Rem, quocunque modo Rem, 
de fays he, is the Text they keep moſt cloſe to. Good 
« God, purge the Preachers of thy Name! Teach 
« them to ſanctify thee in their aſſuming thy Service, 
<« leſt thou ſanctify thy ſelf, and vindicate the Honour of 
« thy own Holineſs in the Confuſion and Perdition of 
« ſuch preſumptious Pretenders ! 

«« But are the Sins and Miſcarriages of Eccleſiaſtical 


« Officers a ſufficient excuſe for Deiſm, Immorality 


and Contempt of inſtituted Religion? Do prophane 
c ones think to juſtify themſelves by any wicked Ex- 
« ample of ours? that wou'd be juſt, as if a Company of 
<< inferior trayterous Subjects, ſhou'd hope to excuſe them- 
c ſelves to the Sovereign, becauſe Treaſon has ſometimes 
t been proy'd upon Miniſters of State. If inſtituted Re- 
ligion muſt be rejected becauſe the Principles of it are 
« abuſed by deſigning Men, then farewel to natural 
Religion too. For what Principle is more proſtituted 
« either by the Ambitious Clergy or Stateſmen, than 
that common one, that God is to be Worfhipped! » 
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&« that there muſt be Religion in a Country. All religi- 
* ous Fraud and State-Impoſture mult be founded there- 
„ on; muſt we then abandon natural Religion too? then 
« welcome all the Frauds and Forgeries Men can deviſe, 
ce they'l have no evil in them at all. 

« 'Two Things, therefore, muſt be frankly con- 
« feſſed; the Firſt whereof muſt be confeſſed with much 
« Lamentation and Sorrow of Heart. viz. That a vaſt 
c Proſcomma, great Offence and Scandal has been 
„ caſt before the Men of this laſt Age and Generation 
<« in this Reſpe&. They have been tempted to ſuſpect that 
« Devotion, Religion and Conſcience are but* empty 
Names; Cloaks for Ambition and rifing Deſigns. 
« And Wo, everlaſting Wo, to thoſe that have given 
«« without Repentance ſuch Offences! ; | 

« And then, Secondly. It muſt be confeſſed and incul- 
ce cated too, that the Men of this faid laſt Age, have 
& been obliged and called, not to throw away Religion, 
* but to eſpouſe it, on the Account of its own Intrinſic- 
% Excellency, and ſpiritual Advantages, without Reſpect 
„to the Perſons that pretend to Preach it. What! Are 
«© Men no better acquainted with the Principles and 
„ Power of Chriſtianity, than to renounce it, becauſe 
* ſome of their Guides live not up to it? Pray, Gentle- 
men, conſider, is an implicit Faith ſo becoming thoſe 
that wou'd ſeem Patrons of clear and diſtin Ideas? 
* Will you follow the bleſſed God no further than you 
*« ſee others going before you? How little is the Lord 
* us obliged to you that ſlight him and his Service 
1 uſe you ſee others do ſo too? As if all ſhould re- 
<< ſolve to betray him, becauſe there is a Judas in his 
Family. O that you wou'd pleaſe to be fixed in the 
Fear and Love of God, upon folid Aſſurance that it 
is juſt and reaſonable and good to be ſo! O that 
you might ſee the Evidence, and Demonſtration, that 
our Lord's Inftitution brings along with it! That 
you may ſee the Need, the Suitableneſs, the Glory, 
<< of ſuck a Saviour as is there repreſented! the Incom- 

d 2 


« parable 


LI 


52 Memoirs of the L. FE 


„ parable Excellency of that hcavenly Bleſſedneſs 
* that is propoſed and ofter'd to your Choice! And 
** anderſtand the dreadful Miſeries that are there threat- 
* ned and denounced! What! Gentlemen! Are ye re- 
** ſolved -you- will not be faved unleſs we are fo too? 
that ye will have no Enjoyment of God, none of the 
„ Plraſures that are at his Right Hand for evermore, 
„ unle{s we alſo come thither? Did ſuch a Reſolution 
*« proceed from an inflamed Love to our Souls (as the 
** Apolile cou d wiſh himſelf accurſed from Chriſt, if that 
might be a ſure means of procuring his Brethren's Sal- 
* vation) we were then everlaſtingly obliged to you. But 
** fince your Contempt of God and Religion, and Hap- 
* pinels proceeds from other Cauſes, give us leave to 
** fay, we wiſh you better minded and more ſeriouſly 
intent upon your endleſs Felicity. Give us leave to 
5 pray God, and to pray you too, that you do no 
Evil tho* we ſhou'd not appear approved! That ye 
* do that which is Honeſt, and Safe, and Honourable, 
tho' we be as Reprobates! Alas! our Damnation 
will do you no Good, nor be your Eaſe in the Place 
of appointed Torment! That we our ſelves are loſt, 
and have alſo occaſioned your Ruin, will be, to us 
unconceivable Anguiſh and Torture. But it will be 


will be no Room for the common Relief, Solamen mi- 
e ſeris focies habuiſſe doloris. The Divine Wrath will. 
* drink up every Spirit there, Companions in Sin will 
* but aggravate the Pains and Smart of each others. 
** Conſcience. Perhaps, for this Cauſe, the rich Man 
* in Hell is loth that any of his Brethren ſhou'd come 
* there. Gentlemen! pray pleaſe to conſider, that your 
* following us in the way of divine Vengeance will af 
ford you no comfortable Review in the End? Eſpeci- 
* ally while you Glory in diſcerning our Ignorance, 
* and Pedantry, and Craft; in detecting our Deſigns 
„and Folly, and Fallacies. How often are we run 
« down with the violent charge of Religious Jargon 


and 
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<< and Myſterious Nonſenſe ? How often is Non-atten- 
dance upon our Miniftrations excuſed by this Plea, 
ce that we are a Company of Fools, and you know as 
« much as we can tell you? Be it fo, Gentlemen; and 

* poſlibly more too. Bur pleaſe to ſuffer Fools gladly, 
« ſeeing you your ſelves are Wiſe. Pleaſe to permit to 
« be ſometimes reminded of thoſe Truths and Duties 
ce which eminent learned Perſons have thought it hard 
e to maintain a Remembrance of upon their Spirits. 
« And amidſt all your Knowledge, pleaſe to remember 
e that Knowledge pufteth up. "Tis Love that Edihes, 
4% and is the active uſeful Grace. It puts Knowledge 
4 upon all che Service it is good for. O that Love then, 
4% Love to your ſelves, and Love to us, may conſtrain 
« you to reduce your Knowledge to Practice, and b 

«« .exemplary Lives to ſhame us and provoke us to be imi- 
ce tators of you! How well wou'd it beſeem your 
« Learning and the Offence you take at the ſcandalous 
% Clergy, leſs to love the Company and Converfation of 
« ſuch? How generous and uſeful wou'd it be faithfu;ly 
* to reprove their Vices, and diſcountenance their Pre- 
c ſumptions and Diſorders? How well wou'd it be- 
« come you, and what good wou'd you do to the Lar d, 
« wou'd you pleaſe to prefer only the Pious and De- 
« yout to Incumbencies, and Parochial Cures? And 
* howJuftly may ſuch expect your Favour and Coun- 
«« tenance, at leaſt in catechizing and inſtructing the 
«« Ignorant Vulgar, if they may not be deemed worthy 
* to have ſuch as you for their Auditors? And be 
«« pleaſed to remember alſo, Gentlemen, it wou d great- 
ly become your ſuperior Learning and Wiſdom, not 
only by your examplary Conduct to adorn evange- 
„ lical Doctrine, but to vindicate the Truth and di- 
vine Authority of it, as the noble Du Plaſſis, the learn- 
„ed Grotius and the Honourable Boyle were ready to 
„do. And laſtly, be pleaſed to remember that our 
Lord and his immediate Servants did not fail to warn 
the World againſt a looſe Ambitious Clergy ; and to 


d 3 « Prog- 


— — — 


54 Memoirs of the LIE 
« Prognoſticate that time wou'd come, when the 

« diabolical Dragon wou'd with his Tail draw down 
„ the third Part of the Stars of Heaven; which moſt 
naturally imports the Influence he wou'd have in the 


Fall and Apoſtacy of the Clergy. Will your Con- 


« ſciences, then clear you in following any of them 
„ down to the helliſh Territories of everlaſting Dark- 
„ neſs and Deſpair? 

But if ſome of this ſeparated Order and Office 
% have by mean, mercenary or licentious Practices diſ- 
% honour d themſelves and offended you, have there- 
fore all done ſo? muſt the ſincerer and cleaner ſpirit- 
ed be therefore rejected from your Regards? By the 
« {ame Rule, I fear, the Profeflors and Practitioners of 
« Phyſick, of civil and common Law, muſt be diſcard- 
«ed too; yca the Name and Quality of a Gentleman 
« muſt be abandoned likewiſe. Since there are abun- 
« dance in all theſe Profeſſions and Denominations, that 
« ſubmit to as vile Practices, and are ſwayed by as ig- 
noble Ends, as any of thoſe you upbraid, and per- 
« haps while ſome of the Clerical Function are ſtriv- 
« ing by ill Arts and Compliances, to oblige you, and 
4 {erve their own Intereſt, there are others, that are un- 
regarded indeed, but in the mean time, by their Self- 
« denial and Sufferings, bearing Witneſs to the Truth 
<« of Religion, and to their own Integrity and Conſcience. 
« But whatever Inſtances of Prieſtcraft appear in the 
« Managers of Eccleſiaſtical Function, can any be juſt- 
« ly charg'd upon the Inſtitution its ſelf? Does the 
« firſt Model of the Apoſtolical Miniſtry, carry in it 
« any Signatures or Foot-ſteps of craſty Deſign, or ſelf- 
«« 1ſh Contrivance? Is there not in it manifeſt Indi- 
v cations of Self-denial, high Devotion to God, and 
« devotedneſs to the Supreme Intereſt of Man. 

« By Chriſtian or Apoſtolical Miniſtry, I mean, that 
« ſort of Miniſtry that was practiſed and appointed by 
e the Lord Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is ſtill to be 
« perſued and diſcharged by Virtue of the fame * 
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„ ples and Ends, in Conformity to the Example and 
60 Rules they have left behind them. This Minittry has 
« indeed its Craft. It aims rather than fail to catch 
« Tranſgreſſors by Guile, But its Craft is a clean ſpiritual 
« Wiſdom. Its Gaile is not to catch the Means, but 
« Men. And to catch them, not for ſelf, and ſelſiſh 
% Lucre, but for the Lord of Life and Glory. It De- 
« ſigns to ſeduce them from Deſtruction, and ta trepan 
« them into endleſs Felicity. But how far worldly Aims 
« and ſelfiſh Deſigns were from founding, eſtabliſhing, 
« and managing tnis Office, a few Conſiderations will 
« jnconteſtably Evince: And fo 
« 1, Conſider we the great Founder and Exemplar of 
4 the Chriſtian Miniſtry. Was there ever a Perinn that has 
« trod on the Face of this Earth, that more viſibly and 
« entirely diſdain d the Honours, Pleaſures, and Gran. 
« dieur of the World? And more plainly and effectual- 
ly taught his Followers to do ſo too? Is there the 
« leaſt Signature of Craft, ſecular Policy or Deſign in- 
«« ſcrib'd on any Portion of his Life and Canverſe ? 
Did he frequent the Court! Did he ſollicit the Fa- 
* vour of Nobles and Princes? Did he ſtudy to in 
« pratiate himielf either with his Countrymen or the 
% Romans that then ruled over them? Did he value 
% a Sceptre or care that a Crown, which others ſo 
* eagerly catch at, ſhou'd be put upon his Head? If 
«« great Men and Commanders by whoſe Intereit and 
— Ho he might be moſt likely to riſe, at any time 
hear, and attend him, how ſoon does he by {ome 
«« ſearching, mortifying Doctrine or other, adminiſter 
% ſuch diſtate to them, that they care as little for him 
as he for them? Where is his choſen Abode? Not 
« in the Palaces of Kings and Governours; not in the 
« $Sanhedrin or Councils of State: Not in the Schools of 
« Philoſophers and the Learned: Not in the Courts of 
« Judicature and the Law: Not in Garriſons and Camps 
« among Soldiers of Honour and Fortune. But in a 
« Carpenter's Houſe and Shop while Young: Aſter- 
d 4 © wards, 
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wards, in the Fields and Mountains, in obſcurer 
Towns and Villages. A ſolitary Mount or Garden 
where he might Meditate and Pray, is far more a- 
greeable and pleaſing to him than the moſt ſplendid 
Court in the World. An humble Cottage where God 
is humbly ſerved is far more his Delight than Herods 
or Pilates Hall. With whom does he moſt familiar- 
ly Converie? What's the Retinue he chooſes and 
gathers? Surely, ſuch that we ſhou'd be ready to 
call Rabble, and deſpicable Multitude. Neither is 
there the leaſt Leſign of heading a Mob, or ſetting 
up himielf by a tumultuous Rout. He loves to dif- 
mils all his following 'Throngs in Seaſon, loves ſome- 
times to eſcape their Notice, to be left alone deſtitute 
of all their Company and Kindneis. He continually 
Lives upon the Courteſy of his Friends; yet never 
asl;s, never complains of his Poverty and Indigence, 
Never upbraids his Relations and Followers with 


 Unkindnefs in not providing him a fixed honourable 
P 8 


Reiidence, even when he had not of his own where to 
lay his Head. Sometimes he is called to great Mens 
Tables, and when he is there, how little does he flat- 
ter or compliment his Entertainers? How intent is 
he upon all Occaſions to inculcate Temperance, Hu- 
mility, Kindneis to the Poor, and ſolicitude for ever- 
Jaſting heavenly Refreſhments? How conſtant and 
unwearied are his Labours! He walks up and down 
from Town to Town preaching that Doctrine that is 
manifeſily good for the World; doing good to all, 
and ſcarce receiving it from any. He is a Man of 
Sorrows, and intimately acquain.ed with Grief, re- 
proached, vilified, and diſgracefully treated, where- 
ever he comes. Yet with an unparalleled Patience, 
Meekneſs and Peace he ſuſtains all. Diſcovers no Emo- 
tions of an envious, malignant, exaſperated Spirit, 
when ſome of his precipitant Friends wou'd call Fire 
from Heayen, (ſo aſſured were they of their Matters 
Intereſt there,) to conſyme the Refulers of his 2 
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4s ſence and Doctrine, he ſeems moſt diſpleaſed with 

* them; and reproves them with a, ye &now not what 
« Spirit ye are of. They knew not the Patience, and 
„ Deſign of his Spirit, nor the Irregularity of their own. 
«© How little does he indulge Fame, Oftentation, or Self- 
« glory? And yet hov! impoſſible, almoſt, was it that 
* he ſhou'd wave one or other, being Maſter of ſuch 
* mighty Works as his Office and Deſign did require? 
«© But how privately does he perform Abundance of them? 
and, when he has done, forbids the Eye-witneſles to 
reveal and publiſh them. Strange! Can miraculous 
Operations be deſigned for Privacy and Concealment ? 
Are they not to be accounted as the Broad-ſeal of Hea- 
ven to his Authority and Commiſſion ? And will he 
* defeatithe End and Uſe of that Seal, and of his com- 
ing into the World? This is a myſterious piece of 
his Conduct. Obvious Senſe and Reaſon wou'd ſoon 
«© ſuggeſt the ſame to him, as his Relations do in this 
* Caſe, No Man does (in conſiſtence with his Deſign) 
amy thing in ſecret, any illuſtrious notifying thing in 
s ſecret and i. e. while, he himſelf in the mean time, 
, ſeeketh to be known openyy If thou ſeekeſt not to be 
* known, why doſt thou theſe wonderful Works? Thou 


*« may'ſt live private without them. If thou wou'd'ſt 


* be known, why doeſt thou perform theſe Works ſo 
« clandeſtinely, and afterwards, ſeek to cover them with 
*« filence? What Account can be given of ſuch affected 
Privacy? The Reaſons that are aſſigned by thoſe that 
*« enquire into the Acts and Conduct of Jeſus, are wont to 
* betheſe two. Firſt, That the proper Time of his publick 
*« Manifeſtation was not yet come. And Secondly, That 
his Diſciples were not yet meet and ripe, for the pub- 
5 liſhing of their Maſter's Name and Glory. But the 
4% Reaſon that ſeems more immediately preſent with 
* Feſus's Mind and Deſign, is this, a reſolved Humili- 
be ty and Self-denial in refuſing a haſty Fame. He wou'd 


* not eaſily allow even thoſe juſt Honours and Applauſes, 


4e that his publiſhed Works wou'd immediately _ 
«c um, 
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% him. Not the leaſt ſhadow of Pride, Oſtentation or 
«« Self-eſteem, ſhou'd appear in him. Nothing is rec- 


« koned a greater Snare and Temptation to heroick Spi- 


* rits, than the Ecchos of general Acclamation and Ap- 
* plauſe. But here muſt be a conſummate Pattern of 
„% Modeſty, Humility, and Meekneſs, that will by no 
% means allow that his own real Atchievements ſhou'd 
be ſounded abroad. Such reaſon one of the Writers 
* of the Hiſtory of his Life ſeems to intimate while 
* he tells us, that, in Conformity to ancient Prophecy, 
* He ſhall not firive nor cry, he ſhall make no Noiſe in 
* the diſcharge of his Buſineſs, neither hall any Man 
* hear his Voice in the Streets. With utmoſt Privacy 
and Obſcurity ſhall he perſue his Work. He ſhall 
neither be himſelf, nor eaſily permit others to be, 
the Trumpets of his Fame and Exploits. Hence how 
*« rarely does he aſſume to himſelf the Characters that 
s are his due! How ſeldom do we hear him, ſaying, 
I am the Son of God; I am Lord of Heaven and 
„ Earth. I am the Prince of Peace, the firft and the 
4 laſt, the Redeemer of Mankind, or ſuch like; When 


* he moſt of alldeclares himſelf 'tis uſually to the — 


* eſt and the pooreſt, When the Baptiſt ſends to know 
% whether he were the Meiah, or no, he anſwers not 
* categorically, but remands the Meflengers to what 
* they ſaw and heard. When the Jews wou'd be taught 


e the ſame plainly, and be held in ſuſpence no longer, 


* he returns them to what he had formerly told them. 
% His Works rather than his Lips muſt praiſe him. 
* And is he guided by Lucre any more than by Fame? 
* Alas! without Gratuity he diſtributes Health and Bleſ- 
« ſing to all around. He walks up and down, inſtruc- 
ting and teaching without Reward ; he Heals and Saves 
* without Fee. Moreover, in doing good he marches 
„ thro' all manner of Calumnies, Scandals and Re- 
« proach ; counts not his Life dear to him, ſo that he 
might benefit Mankind, and fullfill the Miniſtry 
«© which he had received. And, as Moſes, when — 
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« had inſtituted a far more s, ſplendid Miniftry, 
« in the High Prieſthood, — 7 for all the Ho- 
« nours and Emoluments of it, be engaged in it himſelf. 
« So this Author of Religion intending to ordain a de- 
«« ſpiſed hazardous Office, wou d, as an encouraging 
6 Captain, himſelf run thro' all the Toils and Difh- 
, culties of it. For his Faithfulneſs therein, being ma- 
*« lign'd and envyed, he is at laſt arraigned, condemned, 
« and —— crucified by the City where he had 
„ done ſo much good. Nor will he permit his Servants 
* to fight for him, or attempt his Reſcue by force of 
« Arms. If one of them draws a Sword, and gives a 
„ Wound, he only takes Occaſion from thence to re- 
* buke his Friend, and heal his Enemy, and demon- 
* ſtrate by this the N of his Soul, in forgiving 
the thirſty ſeekers of his Blood. He avows that his 
« Kingdom is not of this World; tis not of the Spirit 
*« and Temper of this World; 'tis not to live and act 
* by the Principles and Courſe of this World; tis cal- 
* led out of this, and belongs to another World; fo 
„ that unleſs there be another World he cares for no 
« Kingdom. What he has here, is nothing, but upon 
«« Suppoſition of another World to which it is tending, 
and where it is to be compleated and perfected. And 
« his Subjects are called to learn this, one wou'd think 
* diſcouraging Leſſon, that if in this Life and World 
only they had their Hope in their Lord Chriſt, they 
« were of all Men moſt Miſerable. O, what Incom- 
6 2 Devotion to God, Love to Man, and his 
« higheſt Intereſts, unconquered Patience and Renun- 
«« ciation of all earthly Pleaſures and Advantages, do 
« ſhine in his wond'rous Life? How unlike is our Je- 
« ſus to à Zoroaftres, a Romulus, a Numa, a Mahomet, 
* and all the pretended Founders of Religion? It grieves 
« me to mention them in the ſame Breath, in the ſame 
«« page with him. 

« 2. Conſider we thoſe, whom this Founder of Mi- 
«« niftry firſt adopted into his deſigned Order. Did he 
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* chooſe thoſe into his Service, that were 
moſt likely to form grand Plots and Conſpiracies? 
that were likely by Artifice, Authority, or Arms to 
make him, and themſelves great in the World? that 
cou'd inveagle Princes, countermine or allure Stateſ- 
men, harangue the Multitude, or procure Prolelytes 
by Gain, or Craft, or Cajolery? Does he ſeek for 
Followers and Complices in the Court, in the Camp, 
in the City, in the Schools, or at the Bar? No, no, 
He calls them from rowing on the Water, and mend- 
ing their Nets, From catching o Fiſh, who taught 
them not much Rhetorick, to be Fiſhers of Men. 
And tho he calls one from the Cuitom-houſe, yet it 
is to leave fingering of Treaſures, and to learn the new 
Art of Satisfaction and Forgiveneſs. Poor, impoli- 
tick and illiterate is his cholen Company; yea dull, 
and flow to apprehend their Maſter's molt obvious 
Inſtructions. And the more ſo as coming with buſy 
Thoughts and Expectations of Power and Greatneſs 
in the World. Poor Hearts! They thought when 
their Prince Meſias was once come they ſhou'd ride 
in triumph over the ſurrounding Nations. He wou'd 
ſoon ſhake of the Raman Yoke, and Crown their 
Country, and peculiarly dignify his adopted Com- 
panions. They cou d dream of little elfe, but flying 
Enſigns and Armies, and irrefiſtible Victories over 
the ſubjected World. But, poor Souls, how do they 
find themſelves diſappointed? their Expectations bilk- 
ed and defeated ? their Maſter has nere a Crown for 
himſelf uniels it be one of Thorns, and that they may 
enjoy, if they pleaſe. He has no Sceptre, but an ig- 
noble Reed, which traiterouſſy rebels againſt the 
Arms that wield it. If he wears Royal Purple, 'tis 
none of his own, but lent him in Ridicule and Diſ- 
grace. Alas! It is not Empire and Sway that they 
are fit for! nor Dominion, Policy, and Stratagem, 
that they are called to! He choſe twelve indeed 
to bear him Company, to learn his Service, to be 

| « Witneſſes 


& 
«c 
cc 
66 
46 
40 
cc 
66 
60 

60 
60 
40 
C 
66 
46 
60 
60 
64 
66 
66 
66 
66 
60 
«c 
66 
66 
64 
64 
cc 
6c 
16 
66 
«c 
«6 
cc 
(97 
cc 


60 


of Mr. REYNOLDS 61 


Witneſſes of his Doctrine, Life and Works while 
he lives, to ſucceed him when dead, and gone alive 
from the World. But what does he teach them, and 
train them to? Not the Art of War and Wheedlir g, 
Not polite Schemes, ſyſtiems of Philoſophy or maxims 
of State. But the Matter and Method of holy Prayer, 
the convicting, alaruming Doctrine, that penetrates 
Souls and pricks Hearts to the Quick ; the new ſound 
Method of doing good to al, loving Enemies, forgi- 
ving Abuſes, and rejoicing in Tribulations. Plain, 
22 ſimple, or ſingle hearted Men are moſt 


fit for ſuch Service; and ſuch he ſeeks; or if he find 


them contrary, as he does in ſome Meaſure, ſuch 
he maketh them. Honeſt Hearts ! what unambitious, 
open-minded Simplicity poſſeſſes them, when once they 
have imbibed their Maſter's Spirit and Diſcipline ? 
Then they tell us their natural, or their affected Fol- 
ly and Pride. They tell their own Dullneſs and 
Stupidity ; Unbelief and Hardneis of Heart; their car- 
nal Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions. They tell us how 


. unapt they were to receive their Maſter's Counſels 


and Inſtructions; how apt they were to miſtake, and 
forget his Words and Actions; how they were diſ- 
covered and reprimanded by him, when they were 
diſputing who ſhou'd be greateſt ; what a bloody Bap- 
tiim and Leſſon ſome of them were called to think 
of, when they were proudly meditating Promotion 
to his Right and Left Hand in his Kingdom. They 
tell us how unready they were to watch with him 
in his laſt Hours, and to ſtand by him in his greateſt 
Pangers and Exigency. They tell us what {mart 
Rebukes they received from him, for their Ignorance, 
Self. conceit, and Non proficiency under his Fuition; 
what Grief, Diſpleaſure and repeated Labour they 
coſt him by their Dulneſs and Untowardneis. Aud 
how unfeaſable it was to cure them of their unſuita- 
ble Diſpoſitions, till he left them, and out of Heaven 
ſned down a new Spirit upon tliem. Then, what _ 
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« guiſe Men are they; than they were before! Quan- 
„ tum mutantur ab illis! How are they now altered in 
4 all their Faculties? They now ſee the Nature of that 
Kingdom they muſt ſet up for him in the World; 
ce that it conſiſts not in Domination, Pomp and Pagean- 
* try, but in Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy of the Ho- 
« ly Ghoſt. They now ſee what a War they muſt 
« wage, and with what Enemies they muſt conteſt. 
« Fight they muſt; but not with Arms and Inftru- 
„ ments of Death, but with Weapons that touch not 
« the Body but wound the, Soul. 'They go forth arm- 
« ed with Reports, concerning their dead Maſter and 
« his De , alive to another World. Conquer and 
* triumph they muſt, but it muſt be by Prayers and 
« Tears, by Faith, and Hope, and cheerful Dependance 
6 2 their aſcended, inviſible Lord. Sometimes in- 
« deed, upon ſame Emergencies, they find themſelves 
« obliged to commend their Miniſtry, and their diſcharge 
« of it. But how do they bluſh, while they do fo? 
„ with' an Air. of Self- Reflexion and Regret do they 
« perform the uneaſy Task? And tho — aſcribe 
« all their Ability to their Maſter's Spirit and Grace, 
«« yet they look aſhamed of their own Praiſes, and are 
« ready to call themſelves Fools for ſo doing. They had 
„ much rather, by Purity, Integrity, and Love, com- 
„mend themſelves to every Man's Conſcience in the 
Sight of God. 0 | 
«« 3. Does not their Work carry in the Face of it a 
<<" total. Contradiction to all ſecular Intereſt and Deſign ? 
«'Cou'd any Office be invented, more oppoſite to all 
«the Ends of carnal, crafty Contrivers? Let us view 
“a little the Nature, Parts and Branches of this ſtrange 
„Office. And ſo, 
41. Tis a piece of Work belonging to this Mini- 
% ſtry, to cry down the Levitical Prieſthood, whatever 
the Dignities and Revenues of it were. If we ſhou'd 
“ grant that that Office was founded in Craft, tho' no- 
ching is more certain than that it was not, and ſup- 
os ported 


Ks 
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«« ported by Fraud, and Honour, and Profit, yet now it 

«<< muſt be taken down and diſſolved : And, what is ob- 
„ ſervable enough, tho this latter Miniſtry bears a full 
4 Inconſiſtency with the former, yet it owns, that the 

« former was {et up by divine Appointment, and that it 

« cannot be taken down but by the ſame Authority that 

* ſet it up. It confeſſes the Jus Divinum of it, at the 

« ſame time it comes to unhinge it, fo that unleſs this 

« Miniſtry bring the inconteſtable Credentials of Hea- 
“ ven along with it, it eſfectually undermines its own 

«© Eſtabliſhment ! But it declares, what ſeems in its 

«< ſelf, but rational to conceive, that thoſe old Miniſtra- 

« tions were but ſhadows of good Things that were to 
come, that thoſe good Things. under the Kingdom 
« of the Meß ab, are certainly come; that therefore, 

« theſe ſhadows muſt flee away, that now no more Sa- 

„ crifices muſt be ſlain, let the Prieſts Portion be 

« what it will. No longer muſt the High Prieſt wear 
« his Gold Plate upon his Forehead, or put on his 
« rich Attire and Gems, and walk in wonted, folemn 
« State into the moſt awful Part of the Temple. No 
« more muſt the firſt Fruits and 'Tithes be ſevered out 
4 for the Prieſts as formerly. No longer muſt Cities 
« and Oblations be unalienably confer'd on Levi's Houſe, 
« or on any ſucceeding in their Room. So that if 
« any corrupt Artifice was there, it was as effeQual- 
« ly ruined by this Miniftry, as that of the Afratic Sil- 
ver Smiths was, when Paul of Tarſus came thither 
4 preaching down Temples made with Hands, and the 
great Diana of the Epheſians. Hence what an Odi- 
« um muſt thoſe Preachers raiſe to themſelves in their 
s own County! All the Spleen and Malice of the 
«« Prieſts, which is wont to be. virulent enough, will be 
«« enraged and combined againſt them. So that it is 
« no Wonder to find the Prieſts every where incenſing 
« their Friends and raifing Perſecution againſt this Mi- 
« niſtry. And it is next to a Miracle that any of the 
«« Prieſts ſhou'd be obedient to the Faith. Such 3 
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« wound lve in it a Renunciation of all their tem- 
« poral I. ref. Nor do the Officers in this Miniſtry 
« claim the fame Dignities, Incomes and Emoluments 
« as now devolved upon themſelves. That might argue 
« a Change of the Service, but not of the Craft. They 
« own, indeed that their Lord allows they ſnou d live 


e in and by their Service, otherwiſe they mult ſtarve; 


« and then there's an end of their Service and of them- 
«« ſelves too. But we find that many of their proſe- 
« lyted Companies were unkind to them, fo that diſ- 
« tant Churches and their own mechanic Labour, were 
« fain to contribute to their Support, and they are ready 
« to renounce the Power they have, of living upon the 
« Goſpel, rather than prejudice the great Ends of their 
« Miniſtry, noble and diſintereſted are their Deſigns and 
« Purſuits. 

« 2, The ſpeculative Doctrine, theſe Heralds were 
« to proclaim to the World, was likely to prove diſtaſte- 
« ful and incredible there; and themſelves wou'd be 
« counted Fools for publiſhing it; ſo far from procuring 
« Credit and Repute, that it wou d be reckon'd extream- 
« ly Irrational and Abſurd. T'ho* Chriſtianity is in its 
6« {elf a moſt admirable agreeable Superſtructure upon. 
« Natural Religion; and will appear fo when the 
« Branches of Natural Religion. are well underſtood. 
« and digeſted; but Alas! How little of true natural 
« Religion was known and practiſed in the World, 
ce when, and where the Apoſtolical Miniſtry came? 
« Tt is indeed our unſpeakable Advantage, that Chri- 
« ſtian Verity has been recommended to us by our An- 
% ceftors ; that many Prejudices or Prepoſſeſſions againſt. 
ec it have been prevented, or enervated by our Educa- 
« tion in a Land where it is the eſtabliſhed Religion. 
& But let us, a little, ſuppoſe our {elves in the Caſe 
« of the gentile World, or of this very Je, when the 
«« Goſpel firſt came thither. Suppoſe our ſelves igno- 
*« rant of the true God, and his Prerogatives ; eapti- 
« yated by Idols, blinded by the Devil, enſlaved by 

e fleſhly 


of Mr. RxvNoLDs 65 


« fleſhly Luſts, and Love to preſent Things. What 
« Thoughts now ſhou'd we have of a Man, a poor 
«« deſpicable Man, that ſhou'd walk from Town to 
« Town, declaring to all that they muſt renounce the 
« Gods that they had long worſhip'd, tho' the Sun, 
« or Moon, or Tuiſco, or Woden? That they muſt 
« be loſt and periſh for ever, unleſs they devoted 
« themſelves, Body and Spirit, to the Love and Ser- 
« vice, of a Man, one Fe 

« Tree at Feruſalem; they muſt receive him 

« their Saviour, who, by the Authority of Magi- 
« ſtrates in his Country was crucify'd 22 notorious 
« Malefactors there? That in this cracified Man did 


« dwell the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily ; that he 


« went about continually working Miraclcs, triumph- 
« ing over Devils, and preaching the Way to endlefy 
« Happineſs. That while he was thus igneminiouſly 
% Slain he was a moſt grateful Sacrifice to Heaven for 
* the Sins of the World. That he was raiſed from 
e the Dead by the Power of God, his Father, on the 
« third Day after his Burial That, about forty Days 
« after that, he mounted viſibly thro* the Air, was 


admitted into the higheſt Heavens, has taken his 


Throne, his Seat, at the Right Hand of his Father! 
« over all the bleſſed Spirits there; that he is commiſ- 
e fioned to be Judge of Quick and Dead; that accord- 
« ingly at the Conclufion of this World, he wi 
come again in the Clouds, will open the Graves 

6 raiſe the Dead, and adjudge all Mankind to their 
«« ſeveral States of Bliſs or Torment, enduring to Eter - 
e nity. What ſtrange, incoherent Reports wou'd theſe 
„ ſeem? And how wild and extravagant the Reporter 
And did he bring no Atteſtation by plain and unde- 
e niable Miracle, and probably, if he did too, we 
< ſhowd ſcorn him and his Reports. Nay, to quit the 


4 former Suppoſition, and to raiſe our Iſland to a more 


« polite State; Let us fancy it exalted to that Wit, Sagaci- 
„ty, and rational Learning it now Boaſts 6f; enriched 
| F e p with 
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with modern Improvements in Natural Philoſophy, 
and Mathematical, and Mechanical Knowledge, ad- 


* difted to cloſe Connexions and Deductions of Rea- 
*« ſon, ar r unacquainted with Evangelical 


* Revelation; ſhou'd a Paul come to us in theſe cir- 
* cumſiances, preaching a crucified, ſacrificed Jeſus and 
* Remiſlion of Sins, and Reſurrection from the Dead 
* thro' him, doubtleſs, he wou'd meet with no leis than 
*« the Athenian Scoff, what wou'd this Bahler ſay? 
„pas wou'd this Prater be at? And fo, I no ways 
doubt but even true Philoſophy wou'd be, as I fear 
* It is now, a Prejudice to the Croſs of Chriſt and an 
* Impleader of it as Folly and Nonſenſe. And the 
* Apoſtolical Preacher, as Divine as he is, muſt be con- 
* tent to go without the Demonſtrator and Diſputant, 
* and take up, if he gains any Proſelytes at all, with 
the poor, illiterate Vulgar. The Doctrine of this Mi- 
* niſtry cou d expect no Honour or honourable Re- 
*© ception, when it ſet out into the World, but muſt 
* in all human Expectation prove, as really it did to 
* the Fews, tho they were prepared for it, a flumbling- 
* block, and to the Greeks and other Gentiles, Fooliſh 
* neſs. Then | 
« 3. The outward Rites belonging to this Miniſtry, 
are poor mean; ſuch as will bring no Advan- 
* tage to the Adminiſtrator. Here are no coſtly At- 
tires appointed, no ſpiendid, pompous Services pre- 
* ſcribed. In ſome of the Levitical Miniſtration, the 
% Prieſts were immediately treated. The Shoulder and 
<«« Breaſt of a Sacrifice wou'd ſometimes be their due. 
«© But here the ſacred Diſpenſer has nothing for his 
« Pains worth his Labour. If he Baptize a Proſely te 
„ the Water will make him no Compenſation ; if he 
«© Commemorate the Saviour's Death, for that is to be 
« remembred in all the baptized Societies, an Inch of 
«© Bread, or Sup of Wine, in common with others, 
« will be but a ſmall Gratuity. The Materials look 
« Plain and ignoble in the World ; enough, one nk 
. g „ thin 
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« think to diſparage the whole Appointment. And if 
e the Steward of theſe Myſteries ſhou'd make ſuch a 
« Diſtintion and Selection to be admitted thereto, as 
% the Nature and Ends of the Myſteries do require, he 
« is ſure to procure ſufficient Ill-will and Diſpleaſure to 
« himſelf. | 
« 4. The Practical Doctrine inculcated by this Mini- 
« ſtry, was, and ] fear is ſtill like to be, unſavory and 
« ungrateful to the World ; entirely oppoſite to Fleſh 
6 Blood. It flies in the Face of all Hypocriſy and 
« Guile ; all Fraud, Extortion, Selfiſhneſs Unrighte- 
« ouſneſs of Men. Doctrine contrived to root out all 
«© Ungodlineſs and Injuſtice from the Minds and Hearts 
« of ind! Who is there, even in the baptized | 
« Lands that is fond of the great Leſſons of internal 
« Purity, Condeſcention, Self-denial, Renunciation of 
« ſenſual Pleaſure, and Imitation of Jeſus, the Founder 
« of this Miniſtry? O how ſtrangely do Men's Luſts 
« and Paſſions fight againſt all the Rules, that muſt be 
« preached by theſe Miniſters? O what Pleaſures do 
« Men find in indulging their Pride, their Humour 
« and Avarice? How precious is every Punctilio of 
« expected Honour? How ſweet is revenge and the Gra- 
« tification of each Exorbitant Inclination ? Hence, 
„What an Impertinence it is to talk an Hour together 
«* about Mortification of Sin, of the Fleſh, and Fleſh- 
« ly Appetite? To what purpoſe is it, to Diſcourſe a- 
bout crucifying the World, living by Faith, and vivid 
«« Apprehenſion of Things unſeen? Tis uſeleſs, to 
«« treat of Converſation in Heaven, and Affections on 
Things above; unleſs we mean the Wealth and Plea- 
* ſures that are at preſent above our Reach. "Tis non- 
<« ſenſe to recommend and urge Contentment, Patience, 
« Humility, Meekneſs, and forgiveneſs of Wrongs, in 
the World, where Pride and Self-Conceit, and every 
% diforder'd Paſſion have the aſcendant. The Preach- 
der may Talk what he pleaſe, and ſupport his Talk 
tos with Reaſon and Authority, but his Hearers 


e 2 « will 
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will do what they liſt, little can he expect of inward 
Satisfaction, of a Joy or Crown of Rejoycing, any 
« further than divine Power Countenances him, in ſuch 
« a blind, felf-willed, diſtracted World as this is. 

& . "Tis an hazardous Task, to inform Grandees 
* Nobles, or any Superiors of their Sins and Vices, 
to oppoſe by ſacred Admonition and Warning, their 
* Licentious Practices, The Lord of this Miniſtry, as 
« lowly as he was himſelf while he was here, demands, 
that Princes and Potentates ſhou'd be ſubject to him, 
and to theſe Servants of his in the diſcharge of their 
Office. He has but one way of Salvation for all. 
And that's the way of Repentance, Converſign and 
« Holineſs. He commands baptized Governors and 
1 yu Ones to depart from Iniquity, to ſubmit to 
his Inftitutions, and Walk according to his Goſpel. 
« But if his Miniſter endeavour in his Name to con- 
«« vince their Highneſſes, their Honours, their Lordſhips 
of their Sins, and to rouſe their Conſciences from any 
* flagitious Courſe, and draw from diſobedience to the 
Lord Chrift, he ſhall be reckoned a proud, pragmati- 
cal Fool, an Enemy to their Dignity and Grandieur, 


and rewarded, it may be with a Priſon or Jail. A 


« wicked Ahab will hate a Michatah, who, according 
* to God's Word cannot Propheſy good concernin 

him, but evil. A faithful Jobs ſhall be ſent to Pri- 
« ſon, that dares to touch the Buſineſs of a beloved 
« Hero#ias, and be beheaded at the Inftigation of a wan- 
ton Miſtreſs. And as dear as Prerogative is to the 
Kings of the Earth, he ſhall be cenſured, ſneap'd, 
< and perhaps, fettered too, that wou'd honeſtly main- 
« tain the Authority, and Royalties of King Fe/as. 


„ Who wou'd, out of camal Craft, undertake fuch an 
« Office in which all things run ſo diametrically oppoſite 


«to Honour, Safety, Peace, and Intereſt ? Such is the 

« Work itſelf. | | 
« 6. Confider we the Qualifications, the grand Char- 

ter of the Society requires of thoſe that yy Fay 
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4 Miniſtry. This alone will ſuffici argue, that no 
«« worldly, ſelfiſh Projection cou'd be the Foundation of 
«« jt, O what excellent, fincere, conſcientious, holy 
« Perſons muſt they be! O with what Integrity, Pa- 
« tience, Reſolution, Courage and Victory over the 
«« World muſt they be armed and fortified? They that 
% wou'd be liſted among the Bearers of this Office, 
« muſt be, ought to be, if they will acquit themſelves 
% well therein, Men of a different Spirit and Temper, 
« of a different Aim and Intereſt from that, that guides 
„and governs the World. For, 

« 1. Theſe Minifters muſt be low in their own efteem, 
4% humble, kind and condeſcending to all; ready, in 
«« their way of Service, to ſerve high and low, rich and 
c poor; willing to viſit the meaneſt Cottages, Priſons, 
«« Sick Beds, or any where, fo they may ſerve their Ma- 
4 fter and the good of Souls. Mat. v. Bleſed are the 
« Meek, Blefjed are the Poor in Spirit, and thoſe that 
% hunger and thirft after Right eoujneſs, are ſome of the 
«« firſt Inſtructions they are to go by. They muſt hate 
« Pride, and Elation of Mind, as the Character and 


„ Condemnation of the Devil. Ambitious Contentions 


«© and Emulations are Contradictions to the Spirit they 
«« muſt poſſeſs. A Lover of Pre-eminence, and Do- 
% minion, as Dzotrephes, forfeits his Station in this Mi- 
„ niſtry. They muſt not act for themſelves, or ch 
„ for themſelves, as the End of their Service. But do 
* all as for their Maſter, conſequently his Example and 
Injunction muſt be their Rule. 1 Cor. iv. 12, 13. 
„Heim reviled, we bleſs ; being perſecuted, aue patiently 
« ſuffer, being defamed, we intreat; is a Copy after 
* which they are to write; and it will be long enou 
I ſuppoſe before the World is fond of ſuch a Craft 
«as that. 
« 2. They are to be mortified to the World, and the 
« Enjoyments of it, content with Poverty, and the loweſt 
«« Circumſtances, wherein they may ſerve their Maſter, 
This, I hope, 3s not the dictate of fraudulent -= 
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« ſign. In the defect of ſecular Poſſeſſions, they muſt 
*« beeaſy and fatisfied, or if ſuch honeſtly fall to their 
4 ſhare they muſt beware of ſetting their Hearts u 

* them, of being elevated by them, of being exa * pp 
« bove the Humility and Conſtancy of their Maſter's 
Service; and ſhou'd expend their Treaſures for their 
* Maſter's Honour, and his Churches good. 1 Tim. 
* 111.3. Not greedy of filthy Lucre, not Covetous are rul- 
ing Characters of an Apoſtolical Biſhop. The firſt 
* Company, the Maſter ſent out, he ſent without Money, 
* as intimating they muſt live by Faith on him, and on 
the good will their Work procured them. When a 
« Demas begins to love this preſent World, and to be 
Sollicitous for the ſecuring a little of it, he ſoon leaves 
„% his Work, and thoſe that are faithful in it. 

& 3. They muſt expect ſorrows and Tribulations a- 
« midſt their Work and Buſineſs, to run thro' a fight 
« of Afflictions in the Diſcharge of their miniſtry. What 
6c = Encouragement does the Head of the Order af- 

ord to his choſen Fraternity, when at their ſolemn 
« Inauguration and Miſſion, he tells them, Mat. x. 
16. He ſent them out as Sheep among Wolves, innocent 
and unarmed among ravenous Brutes. That they ſbou'd 
be hated of all Men for his Sake. A fine Allurement, 
<« truly, to draw and keep them to his Side and In- 
«« tereſt! Did ever Crafty Founder of a Se& give ſuch 
% Prognoſtications to his Partizans ? Ver. 17, 18. That 
« they ſbou'd be delivered up to Councils, and Alas! what 
66 —— Countenance or Courage had they to ap- 

before Councils? Scourg'd in the Synagogucs, 
rought before Governors and Kings; yea, and in time 
« butchered for the fake of God, and a good Con- 
« ſcience. Good God! were ever ſuch Propoſals made 
1% out of a crafty Deſign? As our Lord plainly foretold 
« his own Sufferings, that when they came, his Servants | 
« might not be ſurprized; ſo he as plainly fore-ſhews' 
* them their own, that, when they alſo came to paſs, 
the Sufferers might not ſay they were diſappointed, 


60 and 


46 


of Mr. REYNOTI PDS. 71 
« and be ſcandalized at him. He fairly apprizes them 


* beforehand of what they mult expect and be content, 


« yea, glad and ambitious, to bear for his Names fake. 

« 4, They muſt fight againſt Adverſaries, that nei- 
« ther themſelves nor the World can fee. Principalities 
« and Powers of the Air, of Hell, and Darkneſs. Ephe/. 
« vi. 12. We wreſtle not againſt Fleſh and Blood onh, 
& but againſt Principalities and Powers, _— the 
« Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, thoſe Powers 
„ that know how to Manage the Ignorance and Dark- 
„ neſs of this World, again/? ſpiritual Wickedneſſes or 
„ wicked ſpiritual Things, in high Places, or in the 
« heavenly Regions; perhaps inhabiting the vaſt Cli- 
% mates between Saturn's Orb, and the fixed Stars; 
* theſe wicked Spirits wou d be continually moleſting. 
them, obſtructing their Work, 22 the World 
« againſt them, diſturbing and ſedueing their Proſelytes. 
« and creating them continual Trouble, great Care and 
« Fear. Hence ſays one of the Office to a proſelyted 
« Society, 1 T iii. 5. When I cou'd no longer for- 
« bear, being over-born with Concern, and Jealouſy 
* for you, I ſent to know your Faith how it did, how 
healthy and ſtrong it was, leaſt by ſome Means the 
«© Tempter have tempted you, and our Labour be in vain. 
This ſubtil Tempter can ſoon fruſtrate all our La- 
„ bours. What difficult Work is this to fight with in- 
“ viſible Combatants? What worldly Advantage will 
* they gain by fo doing ? 

« 5. They muſt expect Troubles and Tryals from 
* their own Proſelytes, and proſelyted Flocks, when 
„ they have taken a great deal of Pains to gain any 
Company to a credible Adherence to their Maſter, 
they muſt be prepared for Exerciſes and Sorrows even 
from them. Some will be entangled again by 
« the World; ſome will be ſpotted by the Fleſh; 
« ſome will be enſnared by Seducers, ſome will be mu- 
* tinous and ſchiſmatical, ſome conceited and untracta- 
ble, ſome weak and diſtempered, ſome forrow- 
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« ful and deſpondent. All will need to be ſtrengthened 
* and built up in their Religion. O what a Fearful, 
* Jealous, Careful, Anxious Life, muſt the Apoſtolical 
* Miniſter lead ! 2 Cor. xi. 2. I am Fealous over you 
*© with godly Fealouſy, ſaith one of them to a Company 
* of Proſelytes. 2 Cor. ii. 4. And out of much Affi c 
tion and Anguiſh of Heart, I wrote unto you, with 
% many Tears, faith he elſewhere. O Fooliſh Craft, 
« that cuts out ſo much hearty diſquietment for the 
« Poſſeſſor of it! 

«© 6. They muſt be reſolved to purſue the Buſineſs 
<« of this Office unto the End, they muſt. not expect to 
* be diſcharged, while Life and Ability laſts, from 
< concern about it, on they muſt go, tho Difficulties 
< and Diſco ments lie in their way. an 2 
« Heart will oft recoil. The Intereſt of the World, 
and the Fleſh will oft powerfully diſſwade and re. 
« luctate, but on the faithful Servant muſt go. O how 
« Heroic, and more than Humane is that Profeſſion of 
<- one of the Primitive Leaders in this Miniſtry, As 
XX. 24. But none of theſe Things move me, none of 
„ the Bonds and Affliction, that 44 abide him in every 
« City, neither count I my Life dear, that I may finiſh 
e Courſe with Foy, ſtrange Conjunction! that a- 
* midſt Bonds, and Afflictions he ſhou'd finiſh his 
** Courſe with Joy! and the Miniſtry which I have re- 
© ceiv'd of the Lord Feſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the 
© Grace of God. And again, 4#s xxi. 13. What 
*© mean you to weep at the Thoughts of my Departure? 
* and to break my Heart in ſympathy with your Grief; 
% but tho' I love you, and to ſtay with you, yet 1 
* am ready not to be bound only, but to die at Feruſalem 
« for the Name of the Lord Feſus. Mad Craft, that 
runs the Poſſeſſor of it upon ſuch deſperate Methods 
as theſe! But his Wiſdom, his Learning, his Love 
to the proſelyted Companies, ſhew that he knew 
** what he did, when he fo ſaid, and profeſſed himſelf 
“ready io to act. 
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7. It belongeth to theſe Miniſters to preach down 


Hypocriſy, Guile, and Fraud; to declare the Hate- 
falnek ſuch Vices both to God and Man; to de- 
nounce the Judgment of God both Temporal and E- 
ternal againſt thoſe that live in the Guilt of them. 
Shou'd they then be conſcious of Guile and Impoſ- 
ture, in the Foundation of their own Office, they 
muſt be continually impeaching themſelves, wound- 
ing their own Minds, and galling their own Conſci- 
ences; which wou'd give but little Peace, Reſt, or 
Comfort within, amidit their Tryals and Tribulations 
without, certainly then Mad wou'd they be if they 
did not quickly renounce ſuch a ſelf condemning, ſelf- 
tormenting Service. | 
« 8, They muſt be content to wait for their Maſter's 
Reward till the End of Life, and End of Time: Not 
but that they have ſome earneſt now in the inward 
Peace and Joy, that he ſometimes affords them. But it 
is ſcarce enough to out-ballance their Sorrows and Fati- 
ues. . It is nothing in Compariſon ' with what he 
as promiſed them. For that they muſt take his 
Word. They truſt he will take them to himſelf at 
Death. They hope they ſhall come again with him, 
when he returns to Judgment. They muſt expect 


„ 


that he will come to call the World to Account; that | 


ke will judge all according to their Works ; they muſt 
believe that then the Books ſhall be opened; the 
Book of God's Law, the Book of Jeſus's Goſpel, 
the Book of Human Conſcience, and the Book of 
Life; and that, then the faithful Adherents to Fe/us 
ſhall be ſignalized, openly dignified and crowned. , 
Unexampled Craft, - that looks beyond the World, 
and flies beyond the Bounds of Time and Poſſeſſions 
of Mortality! But ſee the Self Contradiction! the 
Foundation, theſe crafty Miniſters have laid for the 
blaſting of their own Hopes, and robbing themſelves 
of their own Crown and Reward! They reſerved 
their chief Joys and Peace, and Glory, for you 
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Day in which the Lord, will come to judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs. That's the Day they pro- 
claim and . preach, and by the preaching of which 
they wou'd keep the World in awe. That's the Day 
for which they patiently ſuffer and wait, and hope, 
and long. Then they expect to triumph over all 
the unbelieving World ; and to be carried by Angeli- 
cal Chariots to Heaven! and how efteQtually have 
they undermined and ruined all theſe glorious = 
tations! Why ? That's the Day wherein accor ing 
to their own Confeſſion, the ſecrets of all Hearts ſha 

be judged! The Day wherein all Hypocrifies and 
Frauds, all Cheats and Villanies, and Impoſtures 
ſhall be detected and ſhamed before all the World! 
wherein all Deceivers, Falſe-Prophets and Seducers, 
all that work Abomination and make Lyes, ſhall be 
caſt into the fiery Lake, that burns for ever! Wo 
then, to theſe egregious Seducers, if by their wicked 
Craft and Guile, they have impoſed upon the World ! 
What will become of them then! Nay, what be- 
comes of their Peace and Conſcience and Intereſt now ? 


If they believe not a Day of univerſal Aſſize and Judg- 


ment, they are intolerable Deceivers in arguing, pleading 
erp the Neceſſity, Uſefulneſs, and Futurity of 
uch a Day. If they believe that ſuch a Day there will 
be, and at the ſame timeare conſcious of any Guile and 
Impoſture in the founding of their ou nOffice, they have 
marked themſelves out for Curſe and Damnation at 
that Day. And thus by oppoſing the World at preſent, 
by their ungrateful Miniſtry and by blaſting their oun 
Hopes, and expoſing themſelves to Divine Indignati- 
on, at the great Day of Account, they have effectu- 
ally ruined themſelves for Time, and for Eternity. 


And cou'd this be the Project of worldly Policy and 


ſelfiſh Craſt! No, no, Gentlemen, it cou'd never be. 
It «as invincible Honeſty, Sincerity and Truth, 


that con trained the firſt Managers of this Miniftry 
to throw themſelves in the Purſuance of their Office, 
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6 upon all the Malice and Fury of an outragious World. 
« Thus their Qualifications, Preparations of Mind 
« and Reſolutions will vindicate them. Then 

49. To fay no more, had this Miniſtry been found- 
*« ed or begun by Craft or Fraud, it is impoſſible but 
s that it wou'd have been detected and confounded long 
« ago. The Author, and his Deſigns, his Meaſures, 
% Modes of Accompliſhments, Reaſons and Ends, wou'd | 
* have, long ago been diſcovered, and laid naked be- 
« fore the World. And that ſooner in this than in any 
* other Conſpiracy, and that will appear, if we but 
* ſolemnly conſider theſe Things. 

* . The number that was admitted into the Confe- 
« deracy at firſt. There's Jeſus and his twelve cho- 
* ſen Companions. Theſe Companions muſt be let 
« into the Secret and Intrigue; for they were always 
to be with him; to know moſt of his Mind and 
« Manage and Conduct; were privately inſtructed by 
* him, and were to manage the Deſign moſt Eminent- 
&* ly, Notoriouſly, Publickly after Jeius was removed 
and gone out of the World. Now *'tis* dangerous 
* to commit an Important Politick Defign to ſo many 
« Heads and Tongues. Conſidering the Weakneſs and 
Simplicity of ſome, the Precipitance and Raſhneſs of 
c Others, the Cowardice and Timerouſneſs of others, 
« the Pride and Inſolence of others, the Honeſty and 
«*« Conſcience of others, the Worldlineſs and Covetouſ- 
«© neſs of others, the Love of Life and Fear of Death 
in others, tis twelve to one but ſuch an Intrigue is 
* diſcovered and ſaon blown up. Nay to theſe we may 
« add the Seventy Diſciples, that are inſtructed in the 
« ſame * t out upon the ſame Errand, com- 
« miſſioned for the ſame Miniſtry; and then there are 


*« too many of all Reaſon, to be entruſted with a craf- 
« ty fallacious Conſpiracy. Then | 

% 2. What their Work was, what the Fatigues, Diſ- 

*« couragements and Hazards were, they were to run, 

% we have already in ſome meaſure ſeen. Great — 

*© Zards 
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« gards may be run for the ſake — E——_ 
% intended Advantage. Death it ſelf may be ventured 
«© upon in Defence of what is believed to be juſt and 
<< true, or for the fake of Reward in another World, 
<< but theſe Confederates, if they are engaged in an 
«« Impoſture, do, upon their own Principles efteCtually 
* ruin themſelves here and for ever. Ihen 

« 3. What is ſedately to be remarked, one of the 
“ original Confederacy, for a Seaſon deſerts his Maſter, 
another abſolutely betrays him. One for a ſeaſon de- 
«« ſerts his Maſter. An hour of Danger and Tempta- 
« tion ariſes; Jeſus himſelf is apprehended and n 
« into his Enemies Hands, the Foreman of the Jury, 
* or of the choſen 12 that were to be his Witneſſes to 
« the, World, in his Fright, Hurry and Surprize de- 
<< nies, diſclaims, abjures his Maſter, and all Acquain- 
* tance with him, which yet was no more than Feſus 
« foreknew, and foretold him of. Now in this diſmal 
« Hour of 'Tryal, here was the faireſt Opportunity of 
% Vindication for the Deſerter to go and open the whole 
% Plot, either to the Jewiſh Sanbedrin or the Roman 
« Governour. Then had Peter been applauded, and 
* perhaps, rewarded ; his future Sorrows and Sufferings 
« prevented ; the Sanhedrin and Governour juſtified in 
<< putting the Deceiver to Death; unſpeakable good done 
4 to the World, in nting the ſpreading of the 
« Intrigue, and that Perſecution and Bloodſhed, that 
« the Proſperity of it has occaſioned in the World. 
But inſtead of this, a Look of the apprehended Je- 
« fur, his own Conſcience and Reflection ſends him to 
« bitter Anguiſh and Tears, and almoſt breaks his 
« Heart. When his Hurry and Surprize is over, he 
« returns to Jeſus's Cauſe and Party, and even after Te- 
' « fy; is gone out of the World, moſt ſtrenaouſly eſpoules 
„his Innocence, Honour and Cauſe, pleads it before 
« the Council, the Magiſtrates, and the People, main- 
«« tains it even to the enduring of Stripes, Impriſon- 
„ ments, and Bonds, and even Death itſelf. Another 


« js 


„ig a Total Traytor. He loves Money, which he 
* knows how to procure better than by his Miniſtry, 
* and ſells his Maſter, or, for hire, betrays him into 
* his Enemies Hands. When he has done fo, does his 
„% Money do him any Good? Has he Peace within for 
delivering y a Seducer? Has he Satisfaction in be- 
heading, a formed, politick Conſpiracy ? No, no, his 
„Money burns his Pocket, his Hands, and Conſcience. 
„He throws it down and throws it away in the Pre- 
*« ſence of his later Confederates: He has betrayed in- 
* nocent Blood, and his Conſcience is all on a Flame, 
* and in Self-Rage and Self-Revenge he muſt either 
* burſt in Pieces or hang himſelf, or both, Fool that 
he was, cou'd he not have gone and opened the whole 
* Conſpiracy, and thereby have juſtified and gratified 
„the Governour, the Prieſts, the Sanbedrin, and Sol- 
* diers, and have ſaved his own Heart, and Neck and 


Life? But the Innocent Jeſus foreknew and foretold 
* him alſo what he wou'd do. And it was doubtleſs 


* a Piece of wonderful Wiſdom and Providence in Jeſus 
las foreſeeing the Charge that wou'd be raiſed againſt 
* him) to chooſe one into the original Confederacy, 
* that he knew wou'd be a Traytor, that it might 
appear to his Enemies, to his Friends, and the whole 
* World, that when the Traytor had faid, and done 
* his worſt, he had nothing but Integrity and Innocency 
* to lay to his Maſter's Charge. 

« 4. How great have been the Controverſies, Muti- 
4 nies, and Contentions of theſe Miniſters. and their Pro- 
« ſelytes, and Aſſemblies in all Ages? How little cou'd 
they agree fave in the great Fundamental Reports 
concerning Jeſus, his Lite, and Death, and Reſurrec- 
6 — . the Dead 1 amidſt all their 
« Feuds and Spleen, and exaſperated itions, the 
Fundamental Fraud had — 21 there been 
« any ſuch. When Paul and Barnabas fell out even 
to parting aſunder, the Plot was not diſcover'd. When 
Pau reprimanded Peter for his Diſſimulation; He 
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might have returned upon the Proſelyte of Taru: 
« with a Clodius accuſat Machos; He was as Zealous 
««-a Promoter of the original Fallacy, as any of them 
«© cou'd be. A Demas that loved the World, a Diotre- 
« phes that loved Pre-eminence, a Timothy that muſt tra- 
« vel far and near, and drinks Water amidſt his In- 
« firmities, an Epaphroditus, whoſe Work almoſt kills 
« him; a Miniſter that had loſt his firſt Love; a Paul 
«« groun cool and aged, and brought before Nero; an 
« excommunicated Hymen&us or Alexander, or ſome 
«« peeviſh vexed Officer or common Chriſtian, wou'd 
certainly have betrayed the Cauſe, and have expoſed 
« the Baſis or Bottom of it to the pleaſed triumphant 
« World. But fince none of this is — Since Chriſ- 
« tian Doctrine ſtill appears Rational, Maſculine, No- 
ble and Worthy of the Deity. Since Jeſus is vin- 
« dicated by the Lives and Deaths of ten thouſand 
«« times ten thouſand excellent Perſons. Since he was 
«« juſtified by the Divine Spirit falling upon his Diſciples, 
after his Departure out of the World. Since con- 
« tending, enraged, paſſionate Miniſters, Councils, 
« Churches, Chriſtians do ftill agree to maintain (and 
« that often to the Death) the Truth of Jeu, and 
e the Fundamental Reports relating to him, he muſt 
« either be Mad, or poſſeſſed with the Devil, or both, 
s that can ſurmiſe or conclude that this Miniſtry was 
« founded in worldly Craft, politick Artifice, or ſecu lar 
« Deſigns, or any thing elſe than impregnable Truth, 
« and ſacred Intention to fave the World and make 
« it Happy. 

« We may not fay that God ordains the Sins of Men. 
cc Tt beſeems not his Holineſs and Goodneſs ſo to do. But, 
« we ſee, he permits them. And fince he does fo, 
« doubtleſs it is for Wiſe and Righteous Ends and 
«« Reaſons that he does ſo. And what more immediate 
« End or Reaſon of that ſtrange Providence, that has 
permitted ſo much Contention, Animoſity, and Di- 
« viſion thro all its Ages in the Chriſtian World, what. 
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«© more immediate Ends of ſuch a Permiſſion, I fay, 
« does appear than theſe. Ib 
"4. That the Progreſs the Chriſtian Doctrine and 
«« Religion has made in the World, yea the continuance 
« of it there, is far more owing to the Providence and 
« Grace of God, than to the Union or united Counſels 
« and Policies of that Chriſtian World itſelf. | 
«© And 2. That had there been any notorious Fraud, 
« Forgery or Impoſture in founding and eſtabliſhing 
*« the Primo Primitive, or original Chriſtian Miniſtry, 
e jt had been diſcovered and expoſed long ago. How- 
« ever, Churches, Councils, Miniſters, or Members 
« of the Church, have diſagreed in the Superſtructure, 
te they have yet agreed in the Foundation, and agreed, 
« often to Seal it with their Blood. | 
« The Conſideration of this Office, thus inſtituted, 
« framed, and deſigned, may lead us to theſe further 
« Meditations. - 
« 1, It muſt be owned, by all that acknowledge a 
* God and Religion, that the principal Buſineſs of this 
Office is neceſſary and ſacred. Is it not neceſſary that 
te the poor, blinded, fooliſh Inhabitants of the Earth 
* ſhou'd be taught their own Capacities and Dignity ? 
e taught what they are, and what they are capable of 
«« enjoying or ſuffering for ever! ſhou'd they not be 
* taught the Nature and Perfections of that God, in 
« whom they Live, and whom they are to Serve? 
« ſhou'd not they be taught his Law and Love, his 
«© Mercy and Promiſes, and their Obligations and Duty 
* to him? Is it not neceſſary that ſleepy Minds ſhou'd 
«© be awakened? That drowſy Spirits and Faculties 
«© ſhou'd be rouſed to ſpiritual Perſuits, and everlaſtin 
* Acquiſitions? Shou d not immortal Souls be called off 
from the Follies and Nonſenſe of a diſtradt ed World; and 
be {et a flying tow'rds celeſtial Life and Immortality 
Sacred Work, to foment Religion, Love and all De- 
votion to God!] to diffuſe and cheriſh Righteouſneſs, 
Integrity, Prudence, Peace, Goodneſs, and every Vir- 
tue 
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« tue in the World! To controul and check the Paſ- 
«ons, Humours, and Vices, that diſturb States, em- 
4 broil Kingdoms, and ruin Families and Souls! Di- 
« yine Service indeed, to advance the Name and Praiſes 


of the bleſſed God, and to help on the Joy, the Ho- 


« lineſs, and Happineſs of Man 

« 2. The fulneſs of Duty, that is to be inculcated by 
« this Miniſtry is truly admirable. What Part or Branch 
« of humane Obligation and Office is here omitted ? 
« They have natural Religion to recommend, and all, 
« that can be ſuppoſed to be ſuperadded by the Work 
« and Obligation of Redemption, and the fayour of a 
« ſupernatural Revelation. What a wiſe fagacious Per- 
« ſon was this Fe/us, who, tho' he travelled not out of 
« his own Country, (as many Philoſophers did far in queſt 
« of Knowledge) tho' he was not bred up in the Schools; 
« probably, had never been at School, or learned Let- 
« ters (yet cou'd not profeſs himſelf to be, as Mahomet 
«« does, the Prophet that cou'd neither write nor read ; 
« for he was ſkilled in both) yet readily, out of his 
0 own Boſom, and in a narrow Compats, delivers all 
« the Safe, Wiſe, noble Rules of Piety, Virtue, Good- 
* neſs and Bleſſedneſs that can be found in any of the 
« learned, famous Philoſophers or Moraliſts? Happy 
« Diſciples, that without | ting their own Brains or 
« tiring their Wit ; without the fatigue of long Journeys 
« or Voyages, of learning many Languages or Notions, 
« of reading many, or vaſt Volumes, cou'd eaſily, 
« from their Maſter's Lips, in a few Hours time hear 
« more practical Wiſdom and Goodneſs, than a Solo- 
&« mon or Socrates cou'd teach them | 

« 3. How inexpreſſible is the Love of Fefus to this 
« dark deluded World? We will not conſider him now 
« as Redeemer; but an excellent Moraliſt, moral Phi- 
« loſopher, or Divine. By moral here, we mean not 
« barely, that which teaches the mutual Duties of 
« Mankind ; but that which teaches all moral Perfec- 
« tion; i. e. perfect Piety and Righteouſneſs, and con- 

| « fequently, 
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«« ſequently, perfect Felicity. How intent is he upon 
40 — the Wiſdom, Purity and Bleſſedneſ of 
« Man! He takes to him twelve Aſſociates (for after the 
« Traytor's Death, another is aſſumed into the Frater- 
« nity) Articles and Agrees with them to undertake and 
« perſue this Work firſt in Paleſtine, then in all the 
« Countries of the World, whither they cou'd come, 
« thro? all Difficulties and Dangers, even to Death itſelf.; 
« He gives an Example by dying himſelf in the Service, 
« and hireth them to do ſo too. For he gives them his 
« Word and Promiſe, ſuch Aſſurance as they believe, 
« embrace and depend upon, that if they will be faith- 
4 ful to the Death, yea Sacrifice their very Lives in the 
«« Service of illuminating and purifying the World, he 
« will make them more than Amends in a better bliſs- 
« ful World. O noble, ſublime, ſacred Project! That 
« thirteen Perſons, to whom Pau/ of Tarſus, and Bar- 
« nabas of Cyprus, one of the Levitical Family and 
« Order, and others afterwards, were added, ſhou'd 
« combine and confederate together to renounce all that 
« was dear in the World, to run thro incredible La-- 
« bours, Travels and Sufferings, to lay down Life itſelf in 
„ the Work of inſtructing, reforming, and refining this 
« World, in order to its Immortal Blefſedneſs! O In- 
« comparable Love and Good-will! Had a P/ato, whoſe 
«« Philoſophy is reckoned ſo Divine, or an Ariftotle, 
« whoſe Ethicks are ſo celebrated, or a Socrates, pro- 
- **-nounced ſo Wiſe by the Oracle, done fo, i. e. induced 
«« and gained a dozen Diſciples to concur with him to 
«« make themſelves Martyrs for the good of the World, 
« How had they been celebrated and renowned ? But 
« it is well the beſt Divine had the greateſt Love! This 
Honour belongs to Feſus, who thus endearingly and 
*« charmingly beſpeaketh his adopted Fraternity ; Luke 
% XXit. 28, 29, 30. Ye are they that have continued with 
% me in my Temptations; and 1 appoint unto you a King- 
% dom, as my Father has —_— unto me ; that ye may 
2 tat 
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* he was in himſelf, and as much as he had to 


in Conformity to him, ſeel not themſelves, 
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* eat and drink at my Table in my „ aut fit 
* Thrones, judging the tavelys Ti Tribes 2 Wravl. 

® . How Deep and Hol is the here of 
„ funding alt Honour and into the Hands of 
„Eternal, Bleſed God? The Lord Fe/us, as great 


on 
re- 
the 

as 


« make himſelf ſome great One, empties himſelf, 
makes himfelf of no Fame or R but what 
« bis Works unavoidable beſpeak, ſeeks not his own 
Glory (in ſeparation from s) but vey mf 


« Her and Praife of God. parry 


4% cjate their own Sufficiency, ; 1 Power and 
4% Worth, and fo return all t lory to their Lord 
% and Maſter. * 
% aſſume nothing to themſelves, but aſcribe 

« and Honour of all, to their bleſſed Low 

W IIED into the Hands of God his Fakes | 
* there its lodged and left for ever. Seraphick defign, 


20 60 glorious God, as the 4A/pha nnd Omega E 
« the and End of all! 4 


| „ Uſe and 
* Bu the Wiſdom, Purity, and Goodneſs of this Mi- 
« niſtry, the more perſuaded F am, that it was (princi- 
« ordained, not of _ but of God; That the 
that ſets it and is fee up by it, is not of 
% Man, wget; God; T the Code & that contains he 
4 Original Charter of this Miniſtry, viz. The New 
«« Teſtament or Covenant of Jeſus Chriſt, which is 
1 Covenant with his IN 
tes is of Divine Original and Authority 
nt there Humane or Terrene in — = 4 > What i a 
there can be ſugge t irit o 
© the World, or b wan | god, cont 4 
«© Man's Heart and Temper ? Ven: is — that 2 9 
% of Fleſh and Blood? or Hoot private ſelfiſh Diſpoſition 7 
% and — IIEIng * 6 
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« jy Excellent, Heroic, Heavenly and Divine? And 
that does not loudly proclaim 


Procul bine procul ite prophant ! 


Avoid, Prophaneneſs! come not near ! 
Nothing but Holy, Pure and Clear, 

Or that, that groaneth to be fo, 

May, at his Peril, further go. Herb. 


« And yet it is of this Order and FunAion thou bak 
6 withed tobe! a Succeſſor to thoſe Holy Ones, whoſe 
« Minds and Aims have fled beyond Earth. and tranſt- 
* A s tow'rds the bleſſed 1 O how 

— — de bleſſed Lord, poor 

Vallal craved to added to the — of thy faith- 
6 « ful Ones in this Service? How ambitious have I 
* been of a Place among thoſe thou emplo 11 u plies 
« and the Souls thou wilt call and 
«© How lovely thy Tabernacles, —— ap _ 
« ed! How venerable, and yet ſweet the Work is 
« to be accompliſhed there? How have I loved th 
«« Name and Glory? wiſhed that I might be made — 
60 TR to embalm it, to ſpread the perfume of it, and re- 

preſent it grateful to the inſenſible World! O that I 

« may have the Honour of turning ſome (one at leaſt) 
from Darkneſs to Light, and to the Inheritance of the 
« Sanftified! 

But yet how has my Heart recoiled ? and Fear and 
«« Jealouſy kept me back and forbid me to intermed- 
« dle — ſacred Things and Services? And how fit 
« 1s it I ſhou'd withdraw, who am polluted and unclean! 
«« Sin runs thro all my Powers and defiles the Work, 
« I take in Hand. What Communion can there be 

between Light and Darkneſs ? between boundleſs Glo- 
«« ry and a depraved Worm? How. well may Fleſh 
„ tremble, and Courage fail, and Spirits fink, when 


*« finful Duſt muſt * the Courts and Preſence 
16 g 
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of the moſt High, and act the Interceſſor with the 
Eternal God? Does a Moſes, when called to ſuch Em- 
* ploy ment, refuſe with a end by wwhom thou wilt ſend, 
0 end by whom thou wilt except by me, what juſt Ex- 
* cuſes then, may ſuch an unformed Spirit, as mine, 
* make? How reaſonable is my Diffidence and Reluc. 
* tance ? who wou'd not fear walking on a Precipice, 
* ſhelving over the Sea? who wou'd not dread a Ser- 
„vice where the Charge is ſo awful, the Work fo 
* heavy, the Commander fo jealous and fo preſent, the 
* Miſcarriage ſo eaſy and ſo fatal? Does a Feremiah 
decline, as Conſcious of Youth and Inſufficiency, how 
* ſhall my diſharmonious Soul preſume to be the Mef- 
* ſenger of the Lord of Hoſts ? Senſe of greater Guilt, 
Vanity and pervading Iniquity may well make me 
% throw down my Deſires and Ambition; and when 
* called to Nine weh to run away to Tarſoiſb. Wo is 
% me! I ama Man of unclean Lips and Tongue, and 
* Hands, and how ſhall I ſpeak on the behalf of the 
* Lord of Life and Glory ? Well may Corruption and 
* Levity refuſe the nnequal Task and my ſenſible fee- 
«© ble Soul retire, as conſtrained to fay. 


But Thou art Fire, facred and hallowed Fire, 
And I but Earth, and Clay, ſhou'd I preſume 
To wear thy Habit, the ſevere Attire, 
My ſlender Compoſition might conſume 3 
I am both foul and brittle, much unfit 
To deal in Holy Writ. 
Wherefore I dare not, I, put forth my Hand 
To hold the, Ark, altho' it ſeem to ſhake 
With th' old Sins, and new Doctrines of our Land, 
Only fince God does often Veſſels make 
Of lowly Matter for high Uſes meet, 
; Ill lay me at his Feet: 
There will I lye until my Maker ſeek 
For ſome mean ſtuff, whereon to ſhew his (kill, 
Then, is my Time _ 
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Vet baſt not thou enticed me into the ſevere Attire ? 
«« Has not the Neceſſity and Excellency of the Work 
« conſtrained me? Has not the worth of Souls, and 
« the eſteem of their Salvation importuned me? Have 
« not thy Promiſes and Encouragements inflamed my 
«« Breaſt? Haſt not thou inltilled an early AZeEtion to 
„ and Ambition for the hallowed Service? And wilt 
« thou not Teach me, Stand by me and Strengthen and 


Comfort me ! Being engaged, O help me to go on 


and perſevere ! I ſee enough to encourage and ani- 
„ mate? Tis an Incomparablg Lord I have to ſerve. 
« "Tis excellent Service I have to attend. But an un- 
« ſuitable unbelieving Heart flies off, and proves de 
«« ceitful. I ſee enough in an evil World to make 


« me Active and Diligent. The Harveſt is great; but 


«« I my ſelf am infected with the OEcumenical Diſeaſe ; 
« and that makes me Unſkillful, Slow and Backward 
« to attempt my own and others Cure. O come, bleſ- 


„ ſed Lord, revive ' a languid Spirit! Recover lan- 
* guiſhing aims Defires and Eſſays. Help me to re- 


« view my Undertaking, my Self, my 'Sin, my Work, 
«« my Succour, my Encouragement, and Guide me in 
« meditating my Commiſſion and my Charge! 

I will venture to give the Reader a Taſte of the 


Piece it ſelf, to which the foregoing was an Introduc- 


tion, by laying before him a Page or two of the begin- 


ing; they finely Breath the ſeriouſneſs of his Spirit. 


In them he expreſſes the reverential Regard he bore 
to that Divine Majeſty whoſe Servant he was, his ear- 
neſt Deſires and Longings after the Communication of 
his Grace, and his firm reliance upon him for need- 
ful e of Strength and Wiſdom to the Diſcharge 
of his Duty. | 
« Who wou'd not fear thee, O Lord, and tremble 
«© before thy ſearching Eye, thy Purity and Holineſs ! 
« Unconceivable is thy 'T'ranſcendent Eſſence ! Incom- 
«« parable Perfections are all thy Attributes. Incom- 
prehenſible Excellency fills up each Propriety of thy 
f 3 Nature. 


} 
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„Nature. When we ſet our ſelves to meditate thy 
*« Being and Pre-eminence, we are loſt in the 
Depth of neceſlarily exiſtent Spirituality; over- 
** whelmed with boundleſs Majeſty. When we ſpeak 
of thee, we darken Counſel with Words without 
„Knowledge; and form pompous Sounds that ſoon 
« outrun our Underſtandings. Wretched we, that are 
« at ſuch a Diſtance from our God! that are ſo un- 
% acquainted with our good Creator, with his Beauty, 
80 Bleſſedneſs! O how little can we look beyond 
« this World, and things of Senſe! How little ean we 
4% look into Heaven, and View that glorious Preſence 
« that makes all the Joy and Happineſs there! Ah! 
« muſt Earth ſtill bound my Sight? and the Heavens 
« that proclaim thy Glory, flill intercept my View of 
« thee? upward I look, and fancy I ſhou'd behold 
« more of God, more of that obliging Patentate, that 
4 = me Eyes and Light, and formed this iplendid | 
* World that ſurrounds me! O let not thy poor in- 
«* ſpirited Duſt live in Eſtrangement and Separati | 
« from thee ! unfit indeed is Duſt and Aſhes ſuch 
.« Approaches. But thou haſt called me to ſtudy thy 
«& Werd and Works; particularly the Beatific Work of 
* thy Redemption, and to ſtand near thy Preſence. O 
% ſhow thy {elf to me! Thou calleſt me to frequent 
„ the Mercy-Seat, and make ſohynn Addreſſes to thy 
4 Throne, and to converſe with thee on the Foundation 
„% of Royal Grace, O let me not ſtill dwell in Darkneſs, | 
4 indiſpoſed for heavenly Light and Fruition ! Thou haſt 
% diſplay d thy Glory in the Face of a ſuitable Mediator; 
« yet how little can I know of him who is the Image FX 
of the inviſible God! How little have I gained b 
1 all my Attendance at thine Altar? Sindwelleth in me 
% Darkneſs doth encompaſs me, and I am left to lament 
«« Uncomfortable Exile from my God and my Lord 
% and Maſter. I have been told that they that wait on 
the Lord ſhall renew their Strength, ſhall mount u 
. with Wings as Eagles; and muſt I be left to 12 * 
| 40 * 
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« faint, and thereby to the Accuſation of Conſcience, 
« that I have not regularly waited on thee! To me 
«« then be the ſhame 8 _—_— — 
« diſpoſition. Shall e complain of t 
« Sun? My Mind, and intellective Power is diſtempered, 
« and needs thy py IR _ — 2 
« incorporal Eye with thy Collyrium, me the 
„% Wonders of thy Nature, and thy Son, of thy Law and 
% Love! Teach me to ſet thee always before my Face, 
« and to walk and work as continually ſeeing him, 
that is Inviſible! Thou knoweſt the impious Spirit 
« and Temper of our World, O ſuffer not thy poor be- 
„ nighted Creature to be carried away with ame 
% Deluſion! Thou knoweſt the Native Atheiſm of my 
« own Heart, O come, convince me thorowly that 
«© thou art, aud art a Rewarder of them that ſeek thee ! 
O came, confute this natural Unbelief, that { eaſily 
« and ſo ſadly beſets me ! This Unbelief that ſo deadens 
Heart, and f{poileth my Work, and interrupts 
Peace, and walk with thee! How can I mini- 
before thee, while unbelieving Suggeſtions ob- 
« trude themſelves upon me! Thou canſt cafily dilpel 
* them all and {et me in thy Light. Thou canſt make 
« me feel thy Power and Grace, by ſhedding Abroad 
000 0; OTC 
A as my Succour, my m » my End, 
« my All! While I muft live and i Faith, let 
«« vigarous victorious Faith be my Spring and Strength 
© while I muſt wait at the Footſtool, let me have the 
« Threne in View, and ſometimes taſte of thoſe ſtreams 
* of Life that flow down from the Throne! In all my 


pprobation, 

The Difzouale it Gl i» fonnded on that oed On- 

non, or Rule, — uu... 
| 4 
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in evangelical Miniftry. 2 Tim. ii. 15. Study to ſhew 
thy ſelf approved of God, a Workman, that needeth not to 
be aſbamed rightl dividing the Nord of Truth. 
ving obſerved that here is an Apoſtolical Letter ſent 
after a former to a ſingle Perſnn (the Miniſter as well as 
his Flock having of Line upon Line, Precept upon 
Precept) and that the moſt wiſe and ſuitable Inſtructions, 
Cautions, and Counſels are herein ſent to Timot by Paul, 
an 414 Officer in the Kingdom of Chriſt, one 
that for his time laboured more abundantly than others, 
and waz now almoſt at the End of his Race and Toil. 
Having taken Notice, that the Repreſentation of Affairs, 
that he has to leave with this young Soldier, who was 
to ſucceed him in the Campaign, is this, that, truly, 
*tis a good Fight in which he has been engaged, tis 
a good Captain under whom he has ſerved, one of whoſe 
Cauſe and Service, and Chains he has no Reaſon to be 
aſhamed ; one that will all that he has committed 
to him againſt that Day, that memorable triumphant 
Day in which the Soldier ſhall be Crowned ; and that this 
great Apoſtle declares he can joyfully review and recom- 
mend his Fatigues and Battle, his Artillery and Art 
of War. Thou haſt known my Doctrine, manner of Life, 
- Faith, Patience, and Perſecutions ; That he can atteſt 
the VAPPY Iſſue of his Conflicts, the Love and Preſence 
of his Captain, out of them all the Lord delivered me ; 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of Righte- 
ouſneſs, which the Lord, the Righteous Fudge will give 
me, and not me only, but all that love his appearing. 
And that, having experienced the Captain's Favour and 
Grace hitherto, he can aſſuredly depend upon his Good- 
neſs and Conſtancy to the End. The Lord will deliver 
one from every evil Work, and will preſerve me to his 
beavenly Kingdom. I ſay, _— rv'd theſe things, 
he breaks out into the following beautifully warm and 
affectionate Expreſſions. | 
« Thus does this experienced Warriour leave the 
« Field, the World, the Militant Churches there- 


66 iv. 


of Mr. REYNOI DS. 89 


« in. O higheſt Honour and Happineſs on Earth; too 
4 high, one wou'd think for an imperfe& Mortal! To 
« have Heaven o to Faith and 8 — 
« ſpect l to be poſting thither and carrying others along 
ce m him by his Breath, and Sound, and Motion. 


« Be encouraged now (poor timerous Soul!) in the 


« triumphant Exit of this Veterane Soldier, who is 
„gone of with ſo many Stigmatu, ſo many brands 
* and marks of the Lord Jeſus upon him! He cou d 
« Glory in the very Croſs of Chriſt and by it Climb 
« from Earth to Heaven. Not only true and real, 
but great and weighty muſt be the Objects of Chriſ- 

tian Faith, and ;, and Joy, that cou'd thus 
« ſupport a Man of as great Senſe and Wiſdom as 
« any of them all. He was once as great an Ad- 
« verſary to this Chriſt, and Chriſtian Religion, as 
thy ſinful Heart wou'd at any time encline thee to 
« be. As prejudiced and mad was he once againſt 
«the Faith and Holineſs as any thou haſt known, yet 
« fee him here laid Proſtrate at his Victorious Ma- 
« ſter's Feet, ſee him now Breath, nothing but Chriſt 
and his Death, and his Pity and Love to him: The 
* Grace of our Lord was exceeding Abundant. The 
Lord Chriſt had ſurprized him in his bloody Career, 
% had ſeized him for his own, and by Occular Demon- 
« ſtration turned him to his own Side and Intereſt, and 
„ now he is full of Zeal for the Lord Jeſus. It cou'd not 
be Dreams and Shadows, that wrought ſuch a mighty 
« laſting Change upon the Mind and Judgment. It muſt 
te be ſomething Evident, Powerful and Convictive, fear 
* not to venture upon ſuch a Foundation as can ſtand 
< the ſhocks of Time, and the Tryal of foreſeen Eter- 
* nity, follow this Faithful Predeceſſor and Guide, 
« who will lead thee to the Crown of Righteouſneſs he 
1% is gone to receive, &c. . 

But it is time now that we return to the Thread of 
the Narration from this long Digreſſion. 


* 
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While he was at O“ and fometime after, he ap- 
> th himflf toa Careful and Diligent Study of the 
ſy between the Church of Exyland, and the 
Difenters; being determined not to en with either 
Party as a Miniſter, till he had tharoughly acquainted 
himielf with it, and had gain d fufficient Reaſons for 
with one of them. His Inclinations were, 23 
was ved before, to the Eſtabliſhment. He thought 
he had the greateſt Proſpect of Uſefulneſs in a Com- 
pliance therewith. If he had any Byaſs therefore either 
. way, it was to that. But he did, as becomes a reaſon- 
able Man, a ſearcher after Truth, endeavour, to diſ- 
paſſels himſelf of every falſe Byaſs and Prejudice, and 
to ſeek after Truth i ially, and was reieluad to 
embrace it wherever he found it, and whatever diſgrace- 
ful Circumſtances it might ye under. In all his Search- 
es and Enquiries of this fort, he cloſe to the ſa- 
cred Scriptures. The Bible, the Bible, ſays the great 
and learned Mr. Chillimgwarth, is the Religion of Prote- 
ante, this was his Religion This Book of God he 
had fixed upon as a Rule for himſelf, to this he payed 
a great Deference and and was more Defirous 
to know what that taught, than what Fathers, or Coun- 
. cils, or Synods had decided, and upon long mature De- 
liberation he came to have this ſenſe of the Matter. 
That Chriſt is the ſole King in his own Kingdom; 
That he has left Laws and Rules ſafficient for the Go- 
- vernment of his Church; and that for Men to preſcribe 
other Laws than what he has preſcribed, to make other 
| Terms of [Communion than what he has made, or to 
| enſorce the Obſervance even of his own Laws, by other 
| Motives, than what he has (enforced them by, as by 
| corporal Pains and Penalties, is fo far to uſurp his Throne, 
| to tay his ee and ſet up themſelves in his Place 
Such a preſcribi irit ſeems to accuſe the Laws 
and Inſtitutions of Chriſt of Inſufficiency, and to intimate 
that there muſt be more, that the Church has need of 
amore, 
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more, that its Honour, its Order and Benefit require 
more, and that therefore the Governours of the Church 
encreaſe their Number of Eccleſiaſtical Laws and 
itutions. But what is this, but to i the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the Churches Head? If fuch 
things had been neceſſary for the Being, — 

of the Church, wou d he not have inſtituted them? 8 

Matters might have been catholickly commanded 

him, and been preſcribed to the whole Church, or 
Parts of it, had they been of that Importance or 
ulneſs, the Preſcribers of them wou'd make us be- 
lieve. If our Lord wou'd haue had his Miniſter in per- 
forming Divine Offices, to wear an Alb, as the Roman 
Prieſt does, as a Spiritual Coat of Mail, or Robe of 
Righteouſneſs; If he wou'd have had his Miniſter (as 
the Grecian Prieſt does) breath or blow upon the Child 
that is to be baptized, in order to diſpoſſeſs the Devil of 
his Seat there, he might eaGly have given ſuch Com- 
mandment, and publiſhed his Will concerning fuch Par- 
ticulars. The Reaſons of ſuch Rituals, if there be any 
good Rea ſons for them, were in being in the beginning 
of Chriſtianity as well as now, and belong to one Part 
of the Church as well as another. The Matters them- 
ſelves are capable of being made the ſubject of univer- 
. ſal Legiſlation. or Canonization, if our Lord had thought 
fit chat they ſhou'd be ſo, and therefore the rigorous 
Preſcription aud Obſervation of them ſeems to argue 
and indigitate an Omiſſion, Defe& or Inſufficiency in 
the Laws of Chriſt Jeſus, and his Inſtitutes, which may 
be ſupply d and repaired by thoſe that the Governors of 
the Church claim a Right to make; if not, they accuſe 
their own Preſcriptions as unprofitable and ſuperfluous. 
le cou'd not but think, that ſor Men to ſet up other 
Terms and Conditions of Communion, than Chriſt has 
eſtabliſhed, is ſo far from being ſerviceable to his Church, 
and promoting the real Intereſts of his Kingdom, that 
on the contrary they are likely to do a great deal of 
Miſchief, as having a tendency to Caſhier and _ 
te 
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lidate his own Laws and Inſtitutions, and divert Mens 
Minds and Intentions from ſolid and ſubſtantial Virtue and 
Religion to any prong, Shadows, and inſignificant Forms. 
For how can the Laws of Chriſt have their proper 
Force, and Place, and Dignity when they cannot, or 
may not avail to their proper Ends and Purpoſes with- 
out a Submiſſion to thoſe that the Church, this or that 
particular Church, is pleaſed to ſuper-inſtitute and ſuper- 
add. If a ferious Chriſtian, one that believes all the 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and obſerves and obeys 
all the Precepts of the Goſpel, is refuſed and rejected 
from Communion by a Church, becauſe he can't pro- 
nounce all their Sh:bboleths, or is Defective in an Ec- 
clefiaſtical Ceremony or Ritual, what becomes of the 
Rules and Preſcriptions of Jeſus? Is a becoming Re- 
rd pay'd to them? are they not vacated ren- 
der'd of none effect by the Inventions of Men? How 
invaluable, how inſignificant are they, in Compariſon 
of the Additions they make to Chriſtianity, ſeeing the 
will not Men the common Rights and Privi- 
leges of Chriſtians without the other, and ſurely the 
more any Church values her own Preſcriptions, the 
more hot and fiery Zeal ſhe diſplays -in maintaining 
them, and the more rigid ſhe is in impoſing them up- 


on diſſatisfyed Minds, and in rejecting condemn- 


ing thoſe, who, out of a Conſcientious Deference to 
the Lord Chriſt, and his Wiſdom and Authority dare 
not comply with them, the more daringly Schiſmatical, 
(however free ſne may be in affixing the Charge of 
Schiſm upon others) will ſne appear in the great Day of 
Account. He knew indeed that Non - conformiſts were 
charg d by their Adverſaries with Schiſm ; a frightful 
Appellation] but upon conſidering the Matter he was ſen- 
fible, that to refuſe to comply with uninſtituted Bands 
of Union in the Church of Chriſt, is not to be guilty of 
Schiſm. 'This will indeed lead Perſons concerned to conſi- 
der and debate what is inſtituted and what is not ; but 


till the refuſal of what our Lord never inſtituted as 
| 2 
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a term of Communion cannot juſtly lay Perſons under the 
Gilt of Schiſm, ſuch a Refuſal} may rather be eſteem- 
ed an Inſtance of Eccleſiaſtical Patriotiſm, a noble ſtand 
in Defence of the Rights and Privileges of Mankind, 
and be reputed accordingly a Piece of Chriſtian Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Honour. Our Lord himſelf in the Days of his 
Fleſh was ready to patronize his Diſciples, in the neglect 
of ſome lawful Inſtitutes and Traditions in the Jewiſh 
Church. It was one Cauſe at leaſt, that the Apoſtles, in 
their Days, eſpecially the _— Paul, that ſtrenuous 
and undaunted Aſſertor and Defender of the Churches 
Liberty, warmly eſpous'd and pleaded. They always 
condemn unneceſſary Impoſitions and Exactions. They 
diſavow and proteſt againſt every yoke, that Chriſt him- 
elf laid not upon the Neck of his Diſciples. They al- 
ot oppoſe thoſe that wou'd lay ſuch upon the Church, 
vindicate the modeſt conſcientious Refuſers. 

It was with Mr. Reynolds a ſettled Point, that, in caſe 
any unevangelical Terms of Communion are ſet up in 
a Church, tho' the Matter of theſe Terms is not in it 
ſelf unlawful, yet, conſidering to what a Station and 
Dignity theſe Terms are exalted, by being thus impoſed, 
it may be not only lawful, but ſometimes, even a Duty 
for Perſons (having uſed due Meaſures toremove unevan- 
gelical Terms) quietly towithdraw from that Church, and 
conſtitute, ifthey can, another founded upon the inconteſted 
Bonds of Catholick Communion. It will be eaſy indeed 
to harangue upon the Excellency of Peace and Union, up- 
on the 2 of the things required and the reaſon- 
ableneſs of comply ing with them. But are theſe Topicks 
valid and concluſive in this Caſe ? Here's a Power aſſum- 
ed, which, it does not appear, that the Front Head of the 
Church, has intruſted any Church with on Earth, here- 
by the Terms of our Lord's appointing are unhinged and 
removed from their proper Sphere and Order, The Li- 
berty of Chriſtians is infringed. A Door is opened for 
great Licentiouſneſs in Church Conflitutions, c. and 
we know that the Apoſtle has taught RR 

| Plead. 
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plead. 1 Cor. vi. 12. All things are lawful, but all thin 
are not expedient; all things are lawful, but I will — 
be brought under the Power of any, either of any Perſon 
impoſing, or any thing ſo impoſed. If then what is o 
impoſed, be in its own Nature, or in its Circumſtances 
or Conſequences unlawful, it is much more plainly our 
Duty to oppoſe the impoſing of it. Mr. Reynolds loo d 
upon himielf, obliged both as a Miniſter and a Chriſ- 
tian to Diſcountenance ſuch U ſurpation, and to endea - 
vour to preſerve, as far as he cou'd, to his dear and ho- 
noured Lord and Maſter his juſt Rights and Dues againſt 
all the Encroachments of Men. Perſons might plead in Vin- 
dication of their aſſumed Power, that Chrift has dele- 
w it to them, that he had made them Rulers and 
vernors over his Heritage, but he wou'd demand their 
Commiſſion, let them produce this, or lay aſide the Pre- 
tenſion. They might argue that they ſucceeded the 
Apoſtles in the Uſe of ſuch a Power. He cou'd not ſee 
any Juſtice in ſuch a Pretenſion. Poſſibly the Apoſtles 
exhauſted all the Power they had, that is, determined 
all the things that were proper and convenient to be 
determined, and conſequently have left the Churches at 
Liberty, eſpecially in any indifferent things that yet re- 
main; no Power being communicated to any Perſons to 
enjoin more, eſpecially as Terms of Church Commu- 
nion. But what was the Power of the Apoſtles ? a Power 
to teach and enforce all things that their Lord ſhou'd 
give them in Charge. They were his Ambaſladors, and 
they muſt declare only his Mind, and impart his In- 
junctions to the World. Therefore their Commiſſion 
runs thus, Mat. xxviii. 20. Teaching them all Ming. 
whatever I have commanded you, The extent is plain 
all Things, and the Limitation as plainly implyed, a- 
er I have commanded you. They were to deliver his 
whole Mind and Will, and nothing etfe. They had no 
Power then againſt the Lord Jeſus, againſt his Autho- 
rity, his Intereſt and Kingdom in the World. 2 Coy. 
iv. 5. We preach Chriſt Feſus our Lord, and our ſelves 
your Servants for Jeſus ſake. They 
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had no Power for the Deſtruction of Souls, but 
all for the Integrity and Edification of the Churches. 2 
Cor. x. 8. Tho' I ſhou'd boaſt ſomenuhat more of our Au- 
thority which the Lord has given us for Edification, und 
not for Deſtructian, The Extent of their Authority was 
to be employ d for the Edification of the Diſciples. They 
were obliged to take thoſe Modes and Met of fa- 
cred Worſhip, that conduced moſt to the Advancement 
of Knowledge and Holy Devotion. They had no Power, 
to enjoin Service in an unknown Tongue. Or if jndici- 


ous Prayer ſhou'd be found ſometimes more 
Uſeful, than an unvaried Liturgy, they had no Power 
to ſuppreſs it. 


They had no Power to reject thoſe from Church Com- 
munion, that their Lord received thereto. That wou'd 
be Power againft Chrift himſelf, whoſe Servants they 
were. Rom. xv. 1. 7. Ve iben that are firong ought te 
bear the Infirmitics of the Weak, and not to pleaſe aur 
ſebves in Contempt of them, wherefore receive ye one ana- 
ther as Chrift alſo received ws to the Glory of Gad. 

They had no Power to judge, cenſure and candemn 
their Brethren for different } or Practice in in- 
diſterent Things. Rom. xiv. 10. Why aul thou fot at 
nought thy Brother, for we muſt all fland before the Tudg- 
ment Seat of Chrift. Or to lay a ſtumbling Block, a Snare, 
an Occaſion of Sin in their Brothers way. This wou'd. 
be 2 Power to Deſtruction. 

They had no Power to impoſe indifferent Things up- 

on diflatisfied Minds and Conſciences. Their Authority 
did not extend ſo far as to oblige Chriſtians to even laws 
ful Things in Contradiction to their Light and Judg- 
ment. 'I hey cou'd not therefore make ſuch merely lau- 
ful or indifferent Things, Terms of Church Commu- 
* - thoſe that apprehended theſe Things to be Sin- 

For, 

. They give the Diſciples a Rule not well conſiſt- 
ent with ſuck rigorous Exactions. They allow them a 
Diſcretionary Judgment in the things they are to _ 

tile. 
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tiſe. Rom. xiv. 53. Let every Man be favaded in 
his own Mind. Ver. 4. Who art 22 ano- 
ther Man's Servant ! to his own Maſter he ſtandeth or 
Falletb. In indifferent Things the Members of the Church 
muſt acquit themſelves and their Conſciences to God, 
for to him they are accountable. 

zah. Did they obtrude ſuch indifferent Things upon 
thoſe that cannot he fatisfied in the Lawfulneſs of them, 
eſpecially upon the Penalty of being. debar'd the Privi- 
leges of Church-Commumion, they wou'd force them, 
as much as they cou'd upon Sin and Damnation. Rom. 
xiv. 23. For he that doubteth is damned if he eat; 
for whatſoever is not of Faith, or done with full Satis- 
faction of Mind that it is lawful is Sin. 1 Cor. viii. 
12, 13. But when ye Sin againſt the weak Brethren and 
wound their weak Conſcience, you fin againſt Chriſt. Where- 
fore if Meat make my Brother to offend, either againſt 
God, by Sin, or againſt his own Conſcience by inducin 
him to act againſt his own Light. 7 will eat no Flg 
ewhile the World flandeth, leſt I make my Brother to 45 
fend. How ſtrongly does the Apoſtle here plead the 
Liberty of a ſcrupulous Conſcience and diſſatisfied Mind, 
in things ſuppo by others lawful or indifferent, cou'd 
he aſſert it in ouger Terms? One wou'd think rigid 
Eccleſiaſtical Impoſers had never read theſe Words. He 
here plainly declares that to Act with a doubtful Mind 
and diflatisfied Conſcience is Sin, and incurs great Guilt, 
and that to tempt Perſons, by their Examples to act 
even in ſuch Caſes with a doubtful Mind and diſſatis- 
fied Conſcience, is aggravated ' Sin. And therefore the 
Apoſtle wou'd rather eat no Meat while he liv'd, than 
by eating, encourage his Brother to do ſo againſt his 
own Light and Judgment. Now, ſurely they, who 
durſt not by their Example, tempt their Brethren to act 
againſt their Conſciences, — declare, that they 
durſt not by Eccleſiaſtical Law Preſcription, deſire 
them to act and offend againſt their own Conſciences. 
In ſhort, the Apoſtles never claim'd a Power, as I can 
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ſee, to determine Things indifferent confider'd as indiffe- 
rent, 1. e. the Things they find in a ſtate of meer indif. 
ferency, they do not preſcribe, or plead a Power for ſuch 
a Preſcription. If any of thoſe Things, an Abſtinence 
from which is required of the Gentiles by the Council at 
Feruſalem, in As xv. were in themſelves, abſolutely 
conſidered, indifterent, yet it 1s enough for our Purpoſe, 
that the Apoſtles found, that ſuch Abſtinence from them 
was 7. — and neceſſary in that time, and that ſtate 
of the Churches. If theſe Four Things be in them- 
ſelves unlawful *, then tis always neceſſary to abſtain 
from them. If one or two of them were only neceſia- 
ry at that Seaſon, while there was an Intermixture of 
— 2 and Gentiles, and while the Jews, by 
reading o Moſes every Sabbath Day in the Synagogue, 
were likely to be invincibly prejudiced againſt the Chriſ- 
tians that ſhou'd eat things ſtrangled or blood ; and if 
ſuch their Prejudice was likely to make them renounce 
| Communion with the Gentile Chriſtians, and almoſt to 
revolt from Chriſtianity itſelf, ſurely, there was Nece(- 
fity enough to induce the Council to enjoin the Gentile 
Churches, an Abſtinence from ſuch injurious Things, 
eſpecially by ſuch a placid and unimperious Admonition 
as this, From which if you keep yourſelves you ſhall da 
well. However this Neceſſity was antecedent to the 
Canon, the Foundation, and not the Conſequence of it. 
Further. It does not appear that they claimed or 
exerciſed a Power, to enjoin Things to the Churches 
meerly becauſe it was their Will and Pleaſure to do 
ſo. Sic wolumus fic jubemus, was never the Rule b 
which they proceeded. They wou'd not be fo far Lords 
of God's Heritage. They neither plead nor produce 
any Commiſſion for ſuch deſpotical, arbitrary Power. 
They had rather abridge themſelves of the Exerciſe of 
their Power, than ſeem Abſolute or, Arbitrary in any 


* Vid. Revelation examined with Cardour. 
g thing. 
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thing. They always lay before the Churches, either 
the Command and Commiſſion of the Lord, or the 
Neceſſity and Exigences of the Caſe, inferential of their 
Duty, that ſo their Practice as well as their Faith may 
be ſure to ſtand not on the Wiſdom or Will of Man, 
but on the Wiſdom and Will of God. 

Wou'd not Church Governors do well to conſider 
theſe Things? and fee whether they have not aſſumed 
Powers which the Apoſtles themſelves never pretended 
to, and acted with a more High and Arbitrary Hand 
in the Church of Chrik, than they did, whoſe Succeſ- 
ſors they pretend to be? Have they not run beyond 
the Attempts and Practice of ſuch wiſe and great Prece- 
dents and Patterns? And who are theſe that claim to 
themſelves this Character of Succeſſors to the Apoſtles and 
thoſe Powers that they had? Why truely weak and 
fallible Men, ordinary ſtanding Officers in Chriſt's 
Church, oblig'd to bare Miniſtry and Service according 
to the Rules and Preſcriptions that aredeliver'd to them; 
that can by no means put in juſt Claims to thoſe Mea- 
ſures of ſpiritual Wiſdom and Illuminations, and to the 
ſame divine Gifts that the Apoſtles had, and conſe- 

uently have neither Power nor Qualifications to make 
ules for the Government of the Church, and enact 
Laws that ſhall oblige Men upon Penalty of Excommu- 
nication and Damnation. In a Word, it was Mr. Rey- 
nolds's Judgment, that all Perſons let them aſſume what 
Titles or Characters ſoever they will, muſt be denied 
the Power of making Eccleſiaſtical Laws, about even 
meerly Lawful and indifferent Things, and that if any 
do Exerciſe ſuch a Power, we are not obliged to own, 
and ſubmit to it, nay, that we ought in many Caſes 
to make a ſtand againſt it, and ſeparate from thoſe that 
aſſume it, and that the Perſons who thus Lord it over 
God's Heritage, and not thoſe who reje& their Autho- 

rity, and refuſe their Inſtitutions are the Schiſmaticks. 
Upon theſe and various other Conſiderations, and a 
full View of the particular Things, in Controverſy be- 
- tween 


nr 
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tween the Church and Diſſenters, He joy ned himſelf to 
the Body of Proteſtant Diſſenters, however contrary his 
doing ſo was to his Temporal Intereſts, and determin- 
ed upon exerciſing his Miniſtry among them. But then 
he did not hereupon diveſt himſelf of Love and Charit- 
able Regard to his Brethren of the Church of England. 
He hated the Thoughts of confining Chriſt's Church 
to his own Party, and Unchurching and Unchriſtianiz- 
ing all thoſe that did not belong to it, ſuch narrow-Soul 
Bi is utterly unbecoming a Chriſtian, a Shame 
2 a Diſgrace to his Profeſſion. Mr. Reynolds has beau- 
tifully expoſed it in a Poem, called, An Epitaph upon 
Bigottry, written by him in Latin, and Tranſlated by 
his ingenious and intimate Friend Dr. Fatts, and pub- 
liſh'd in his Religuiæ 22 N 
He was a Diſſenter, but one of thoſe, that are of a 


| Peaceable, Moderate, and Catholick Spirit, who love 


the Image of their great Lord and maſter, in Perſons of 
all Denominations, and doubt not of the Happineſs of 
many of various Perſuaſions; that are willing to culti- 
vate Peace and Union with all that hold the Head, that 
lament the Corruptions of the Church, and the fatal Di- 
viſions among Chriſtians; who may rather be faid to be 
conſtrain'd to leave the Church, than 8 
withdraw; who do not entirely diſlike an Occafi 
partial Communion with the Church that caſt then 
out, (tho' at the ſame time, they cahnot but think it ar 
Injury to them, an Encroachment upon their Civil and 
Religious Rights, to haye ſuch Occaſional or partial 
Communion forced upon them, and made the neceſſary 
Term of diſcharging civil Offices in the Society to which 
they belong) who finally reverence and value the Piety, 
Wiſdom and Learning of the Biſhops and Doctors and 
Profeſſors of the eſtabliſhed Church, and love Leni tums 
and Adhortationes ad pacem, the ſoft and balmy Diſ- 
courſes that ſerve to heal the Churches Wounds, and to 
cheriſh Love among Chriſtians. Such, yea, I doubt not, 
many iuch Diſſenters there are (ſuch a one was Mr. 
| | 8 2 Reynolds) 
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Reynolds) and perhaps it will appear when Ignorance 
Pride, Partiality — Prejudice ſhall have ſpent them- 
ſelves, or rather ſhall be cured by the Spirit of — 
om 


* 1t is to be hoped that the chief Shepherd will in his 
Time pour out a Spirit of Wiſdom and Love upon all the 
Subordinate Shepherds of his Flacks ; and that the Govern- 
ours and Paſtors of the Churches will thereupon diſcern 
and ftudiouſly avoid the great evils that have enſued the 
making unchriſtian Terms of Communion, and Cenſuri 
and Excommunicating thoſe, that will not, cannot comply 
ewith them, and that they will fear to ſeparate or ſeclude 
thoſe from the Union and Enjoyments of the Church, whom 
the Head wou'd have to be admitted there; That they 
"will aim to keep ſacred Ordinances pure and uncompounded 
a they received them from their Lord; That they will 
have Compaſſion on the Weak, and pay deference, to the 
ſtrong (in Knowledge and Grace) that cannot comply with 
all humane Additions in divine Service ; That they will not 
make any Unevangelical Rites, any doubtful Suſpicious, 
Ceremonies and ereus the Teft of Church Mem- 
berſhip, the Terms of Church-Communion without Comply- 
ance with which Rites, Ceremonies, and Obſervations, 
Religious Sy a true Members of Chriſt s Catholick 
Church muſt be cenſured, deſpiſed, hated, refuſed from the 
Benefit of Divine Inflitutions, and excluded from the So- 
ciety of the Church at - Home. Good God! How long has 
Such a Spirit and Practice prevailed. Jis an Age of Li- 
berty in which ave live. Great Britain Ata to ad- 
wire it and almoſt to claim it as a Prerogative; Gall 
there nat be the ſame Zeal ſhewn for Ecclefiaſtical as 
civil Liberty? Shall not Chriſtian Churches love and 
E all that Liberty and Freedom, which their Head and 

rd has inveſted them with. England has uſually pro- 
duced Ecclefiaſtical Patriots ever fince the Reformation : 
But they ha us bees tes often treated as the Prophets of Old, 

filenced 
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dom and Grace, that they underſtood the Union of the 
Catholick Church, the Welfare and Peace of particular 
Churches, and were willing to purſue the juſt Methods 
thereto, (without Diſparagement be it ſpoken) as well 
as any others. But Wiſdom is, or will in time, be juſti- 
fied of her Children. 

He kept up a very intimate and Friendly Correſ- 
pondence with ſeveral of the Clergy'; he contracted an 
early and very intimate Acquaintance with Mr. Peirce 
of Northamptonſbire, a moderate Divine, of a Peaceable, 
Catholick and Pious Temper and Spirit. Dr. Wad- 
dington the late Biſhop of Chicheſter, and Dr. Vaterland 
aul many others favoufed him with their Friendſhip. 
Wherever he ſettled he was deſirous to do Good to al. 
to the Bodies and Souls of Churchmen, as well as Diſ- 
ſenters, confined not his Charitable Regards to any Par 
ty ; his great Concern was to be uſeful to Mankind, he 
was glad of any Opportunities of being ſo. How tender 
was his Compaſlion to poor Sinners, how earneſt his 


filenced and impriſoned, and ſent out of the Warld, auith- 
out perfecting their great and generous Deſigns. Perhaps 
in time, be awill ariſe in higher Spheres, furniſhed 
with more Power and Intereſt, reſokued to put a flop, 
( as much as may be in this imperfe(t State) to a pre- 
ſeribing Spirit and Practice, that is ſo apt to eclipſe the 
Beauty and Purity of the A 6 Religion, and cover 
and cloud the Face of Evangelical Worſhip, by introduc- 
ing Things entirely foreign to it, and to unite and heal the 
Church upon plain evangelical 35 and Bonds 
Communion. May the great Lord of Chriſtians to whom 
all Poauer in Heaven and Earth is committed, plentiful- 
ly pour out his Spirit upon his Church, and make it be- 
come like that truly Beautiful Primitive Church that 
ave have an Account of. Ads iv. 32. The Multitude 
of them that believed were of one Heart and of one 
Soul, &c 8 
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Deſires to be an Inſtrument of ſaving ſome from Mi- 
ſery and Ruin! Some Vears of the Time from the 
Vear 1699, to the Vear 1706, he reſided in the Family 
of Mr. Foley at Preſtavood, in quality of a Chaplain, 
where he was much valued and eſteemed, and treated 
with a great deal of Tenderneſs and Reſpect; where 
elſe he lived in all thoſe Years, and where he preach- 
ed, I know not: I have no Information, from the 
Papers he has left behind him, on this head. I find 

y two occaſional Meditations pen'd by him in that 
Time, which I will give the Reader. 


A MeviTATION on the STORM that 


happen d in 1703. 


ce Fa; Night, Now. 26. 1703. I was at Bristol 
6 on which Night about 11 O Clock, there aroſe 
4 a moſt hideous, violent South-Weſt Wind that awak- 
« ed and raiſed moſt of the Inhabitants of the City, un- 


„ cajed many Houſes, threw down many Chimnies, 


broke many Churches, particularly St. Szephen's, which 
t cou'd not of a great while be uſed : Blew up and broke 
« down mighty Trees, drove the Sea to a prodigious 


c Heigth; Ships were brought up out of the Channel 


« at the Quay, and ſet upon the Pavement; Celtars 
« were filled with Water at a great diſtance from the 
% Water ſide; Abundance of lately imported Goods were 
% damnified if not ſpoil'd ; Ships in the Harbour were 
tec either ſunk or driven aſhore ; The Sea - walls torn, and 


* the Marſhy Countries laid a great way under Water. 
I hearnot of any Life loſt in the City, but many in 


the Harbour; Many Lives loſt at London; many 
% hundreds loſt in the Navy on the Downs. The Rev. 
« the Biſhop of Bath and Wl]; and his Lady both kil- 
60 — fall of Chimnies, or part of their Palace 
% at Well | 


60 Surely 


of Mr. REYNOTI DS. 103 


« Surely great God thou waſt in this loud ſpeaking 
« Wind! Came it not from thee to awaken, rouſe and 
« alarum our dead ſtupid Souls? Came it not to ſum 
« mon poor England to Repent, or to prepare to meet 
« thee in thy ſeverer Judgments ? Surely thy Hand is 
« lifted up, and yet we will not fee! Thou art let- 
« ting us ſee and feel the Vanity of Earthly Accom- 
« modations and Poſſeſſions. The Air that gives us 
« Breath may ſoon be our Terror and our Dread, Sleep 
« may ſoon be chaſed from our Eyes, and our wonted 
% Repoſe be frighted away by the Terrors of the Night, 
« our pleaſant Habitations may ſoon entomb us, 
“ and our refreſhing Beds diſcharge the Office of a 
« Grave, Great God ! Who wou'd not fear and love 
« thee? Fearthee! for thy Judgments are made Ma- 
« nifeſt. They are Gong. ſudden, ſurprizing and in- 
% yincible. Love thee ! for there is nothing elſe to be 
loved. In loving earthy Things, we embrace Bub- 
e bles, Spectres, and Shades. 


Nothing between two Diſhes. — ſays the Divine Herbert 


Ter comprenſa manus effugit Imago, 
Par lewibus ventis, volucrigue ſimillima ſomno. 


« Things below are as uncertain and fleeting as the rol- 
„ling Winds that carry them away. O that I cou'd 
love thee, and rejoice in thy Love! 

„ Blefſed be thy Name that my Life was Safe ! I 
« might as well as others have periſhed in the Ruins 
« of my Abode, and appeared, as well as Hundreds 
« it not Thouſands beſides, on the other fide of Death, 
on the Banks of the eternal World. But thou haſt 
* ſpared me, and allowed me here a little longer Time. 
" F. wou'd adore thy Long ſuffering and applaud thy 
Patience. Thou haſt made the Diſtinction between 
« me and others that were haſtily ſummond to thy 
Bar. O that I may now reckon that I have en- 
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tered on a new Date of Life, and am more engaged 
to live to thee, and devote my redeemed Time and 
Days to thee, my God! O take this Heart which 
thou haſt ſaved and waſh it for thy Self, and make it 
clean for thy Habitation ! Thro' thine Indulgence it 
beats and breaths till. O that it may beat and pant 
for thee, and breath after Acquaintance with thee, 
and Conformity to thee! O that I cou'd Walk with 
thee, whom the whole Creation reverences, who 
makeſt the Winds to be thy miniſtring Spirits! O 
that now my ſo wonderfully continued ſlay in the 
World may better ſerve and better praiſe thee ! 

% O that England may awake and hear the Voice 
of this Rod ! Surely, thou haſt ſaid, that while other 
Nations are flain. by the devouring Sword we fhall 
fall into thy Hands. And O how much better is 
it to fall into the Hands of the Lord, than into thoſe 
of enraged Enemies! Their Mercies are Cruelties. 
They wou'd have raſed our Habitation, and raiſed 
our Tides with Blood. God has gently admoniſhed 
and forewarned. O teach us to take the Warning 
and fly to thy Mercy and reconciling Covenant, that 
we may not be conſumed ! | | 


A Meditation, penwd upon awaking 


of being again engaged in the ſame 
Round of Buſineſs, Labour, Study, &c. 


Monday, Aug. 21* 1704. 


weary of Life, and ſick of the I 


HAT. ails thee, poor diſordered Soul, that 
thou awakeſt this Morning with ſo much 
Impatience and Diſguſt at Life? What makes thee, 
weary of thy Bed, weary of the World, and all a- 


* bout thee? What's the Matter that ſuch diſcontent 


4 poſſeſſed 
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« poſſeſſed thee at the Thoughts of continuing ſtill in 
« this World, and running on ſtill in the fame round 
« of Study, Labour, and Sleep as hath now continued 
« many Years, and of which thou ſeeſt no End? 
« What's the Matter, that the conſtant Succeſſion of 
« the ſame things repeated over and over, as Eatin 

« Drinking, Studying, Preaching, Wearineſs and Reſt, 


« ſo palled thy Thoughts juſt now, and made thee al- 


„ molt Sick with the Remembrance of the fad Fa- 
« tigue? Is Life a Burden? Poor Wretch ! How doſt 
„ thou provoke the God of Life to cut it ſhort in 
« Righteouſneſs? How ungrateful art thou to the Fa- 
«« ther of Spirits, who thus in wonderful Mercy pro- 
„ longeth thy Life, which was thought a going fon 
« ago? Does any Affliction encumber thy Mind ar 
« Circumſtances? Thou haſt ſeen the afflicted weary 
„ of Life, and the Extremity of the Affliction ſeemed 
* to be Apology enough! But, O, what Goodneſs 
* meaſures out thy Days! Thy Years, thy Nights, and 
Pays are crowned with Goodneſs ! Dear Father, what 
« am I that thy Favours are ſo plentifully poured out 
* on me! That I am indulged all things richly to en- 
« joy ! Who is more exempted from Diſtracting, Cum- 
6 3 Cares than I? O, Thanks, immortal Thanks 
* to my merciful God and Father! Laſt Night, thou 
% waſt with a poor pained One, long laid on Bed, diſ- 
e abled from Uſe of Hands and Feet. Were that 
« thy Caſe, ſome Reaſon there were, thou ſhould'ſt be 
* conquered with the tedious Fatigue of Life, Waſt 
* thou weary with Sin? Was it that, that made thee 
e diſcontented with Thought of continued, revolving 
* Time and Stay? That might be excuſe indeed! Pity 
* *tis that thou fin againſt God any more! Thou haſt 
« deſpiſed him, abuſed him, grieved him long enough 
* already. But, alas! it was not that, which then a- 
* wak'd thy Impatience and Regret. Sin had little 
** Room in thy thoughts and repining Reflections. en 
then is the Cauſe of this Diſtaſte? It ought to 
| + ſearched 
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« ſearched and removed, that the Work of Life may 
« go on the ſweeter. Had'ſt thou preached thy ſelf into 
« wearineſs of Life, by preaching the Day before the 
« Life and [mmortality that is brought to Light by the 
« Goſpel? Thou hadſt been Meditating the Nature of 
« that Life and Immortality; the Place of its Abode, 
« the Time of its Enjoyment, the Means of its At- 
« tainment. And happy thou, if after ſuch Meditati- 
& ons, thou cou dſt judiciouſly diſdain this World, and 
« Life, and ſeriouſly ſay with Monica when talking 
« with her Son St. Auguſtine, about the heavenly flate, 
% Quid hic faciam adhuc? What have J to do here ſtill? 
« Happy Conference, that made the World in their 
% Eyes ſo Deſpicable and Vile! Dicebamus talia, & fi 
& mon iſto modo, & his verbis; tamen, Domine, tu ſcis, 
4 quod illo die, quo talia oqueremur, & Mundus iſle nobis 
« inter Verba wileſceret, cum omnibus delectationibus ſuis. 
« But, alas, this was not thy Caſe. Twas not the 
« Thoughts of Immortality that then affected | thee, 
« What then ſhall I make of thy nauſeous Impatience 
« and Murmur? Was it nothing but unreaſonable Diſ- 
« quiet at the ſucceſſive courſe of Life and Action? 
a Thou art weary of reiterating the ſame things over 
« and over. Life's Journey ſeems long enough to thee. 
„Thou art tired with it. O fooliſh Soul, doſt thou 
« ſee what Spirit thou art of? O how many Conſidera-, 
« tions haſt thou to repreſs and repel this Impatient 
Spirit! 

r 1. How many wou'd be glad of Life cou'd they 
„have it? How many are gaſping now and breathing 
« out their Souls, that wou'd give all the World, if 
« they had it for a little longer ſtay : Their Souls are 
40 — in theſe mournful Accents; O for more 
« Time! more Time! and haſt thou too much? 

« 2. How great a Mercy is Life, ſuch an accommo- 
« dated Life. And for what Uſe and End is it be- 
„ flowed? O unthankful Creature, why has not thy 
« Creator trod out thy Life this Morning » the 

« Grave, 
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« Grave, and trampled thy Soul to Hell? Haſt thou 
« not Life for the End of loving God, of ſerving him, 
« and laying hold of Life and Immortality ? 


« 3. Haſt thou made thy Peace with God? if thou 
40 Ta there is Work enough for thee? And new 


% Work too, to repent and believe, and turn to God. 
« Tf thou haſt, thou haſt good Work, new Work ſtill, k 
« to rejoice in God, to rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, to rejoice 
« in Hope of the. Glory of God, to ſolace thy felf in | 
« the hopeful Views of Life and Immortality of all 6 
« the Joys of Heaven. | 
« 4. What haſt thou done for God and for the 
« World ſince thou cameſt into it? O mayſ thou not : 
« be aſham'd of being weary of the World, when thou ; 
« haſt done ſo little in it? Made fo little Uſe of thy N 
1 Time, ſince thou hadſt it? May not the World be 0 
« aſham d of thee? O redeem Time, fill up the Sea- N 
« ſon of Life with better Service. 
« 5. Haſt thou not a longer Leave to act for God and ö 
« Heaven? a longer Seaſon to be growing in Grace, lay- 
« ing up Treaſure in Heaven, and ing ready for 
the Bridegrooms Appearance? | f 
« 6. Art thou willing to die if thou mighteſt have 
thy Choice? If not, what Folly and Hypocriſy it is 
« to be weary and fatigued with Life? I fear were it 
|; e offer'd thee thou would'ſt be loth to leave Life and 
4e this World. O, the other World is dark and ftrange ! 
« Death's Paſſage is diſmal and obſcure. Ceaſe then 
« thy ſeeming Wearineſs and Impatience. Conſider 
« the Work of Life. Remember Death will come ſoon 
] « enough; Its well if it come not before thou art read 
« for its Approaches, and willing to go at its Call. Bl if 
* thy God for his Patience and Goodneſs. And 
„ him to Teach thee ſo to number thy Days, that thou 
« mayſt apply thy Heart to heavenly Wiſdom. Be 
« diligent in thy Maſter's Work. View Eternity a dawn- 
« ing, and then Time and Life will not ſeem long. 


In 


| 
C 
, 


108 Memoirs of the LI IE 


In the latter End of the Year 1705, or the begin- 
ning of the next, he had an Invitation to ſettle at 


Ghoucefter as a Co-Paſtor with Mr. Forbes. Being de- 


termined in all things, eſpecially in undertaking a Paſ- 
toral Relation, to follow the divine Conduct and Di- 
rection, ſo far as it was ſignified to him, he earneſtly 


ſought to God for it in this Caſe, and was very impor- 


tunate with him to ſhew him the Way which he wou'd 


have him to chooſe. He was Sollicitous to have his 


Way clear, and to come thither with the Unanimous 
—— of the People to whom he was to Miniſter, 
as knowing how much his Uſefulneſs among them de- 
pended upon this; and with the free conſent of Mr. 
Forbes, with whom he was to join Services there, as be- 


ing neceſſary to his Comfort, till he had full Satisfac- 


tion upon theſe two Heads, he cou'd not think of ſet- 
ling among them ; but when he found he had theſe, 
and as he truſted, the Concurrence of God alſo, he ac- 
cepted the Invitation, and came to them in Jane 1706. 
With what holy fear and trembling he entred upon this 
Relation to the Church at Glouceſter, with what Diffi- 
dence, with what low and humble Thoughts of himſelf; 
what were his great Ends therein ; what earneſt Defires 
he had to be an Inſtrument of promoting the Intereſts 
of their Souls; and what ſettled Purpoſes and Reſolu- 
tions he formed to exert his utmoſt Endeavours to be ſo, 
will appear in his Debates with himſelf upon his coming 
thither, and entring into the Paſtoral Relation to them. 
Tune 1706. 

% Now I am come down to Ghoucefter, being unani- 
e mouſly invited to be Miniſter to a Congregation there, 
« long was this Affair in Concertation. But at laſt the 
« Way and Call ſeemed fair, open and clear. But why, 
„ Dear Lord, muſt my Way at laſt be entangled and 
« embarraſſed? After Conſultation of the Caſe, and 
* Promiſe given to this Church to come down to their 
« Service, why muſt two other Congregations, endeavour 
« to intercept my Way and ſtrive by Prayers and _ 

| either 


| 
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te either to prevent my coming hither, or at leaſt to 
« make it Heavy, Anxious and Troubleſome. | 
« Muſt thy Providence be cloudy ? muſt my Path be f 
% ſhady and obſcure? Is it not as eaſy for thee to 3 
«* ſhine about me with thy Light, and cauſe me to ſee 
« my Way, that 1 may know both I and my Way do 
« find Favour in thy Sight? f 
« I conſulted thee before I came, before I intended | 
to come. I was willing to go, wherever thy Grace | 
* ſhou'd crown and proſper my poor Miniſtrations. In 
« ſome Meaſure mortified I had been by the Deceaſe 
« of many Miniſters of late. In ſome Meaſure reſigned 
« T was to follow thee wherever I judged, I might moſt 
«« uſefully labour, and beſt ſerve thee. It was upon 
« ſuch Hopes I came hither. Here I had formerly 
« Confeſſions made to me by ſome, that Good had been 
« done, by my Miniſtrations, to their Souls. Here a 
« Proſpe& was ſet before me of doing more ſuch good. 
« Here I had formerly been invited ; had then refuſed i 
it, but upon Reiteration from Paſtor and People, 
« thought my ſelf obliged to accept it. | j 
« But my Departure from Stafforaſbire is made dif. 1 
« ficult and Free One Congregation beſets me with | 
« Importunities to come and ſerve there. That can't 0 
« be done, Promiſe is paſt before hand to come down | 
«© to Glouceſter, yet their Moans and Intreaties afflict 
e me. Then a Letter from a * Miniſter of another 
« Congregation is order'd to intercept me on my Road, 
« and to tell me, That did I but jee and know what 
« he does, both as to my Acceptation there, and the great 
Probability, there is of abundance of Service being 
® there done to the Intereſt of Chriſt, my Heart wwou'd 
« tender them ſo far, that it wou'd te a difficult Tast 


n 


* What Congregation he refers to here I can't tell, nor 
what Miniſter, tho" I ſuppoſe the latter to be Mr. No- 
ble, of Briſtol. 

«c to 


110 Memoirs of the LIFE 


* 


| © to perfwade me to ſettle any where elſe. And addeth 
« theſe Words enough to make ones Bowels yearn. O, 
Sir, cou d I tell you the earneſt Wiſhes, Defires and 
« Longings both of my Self and Congregation, for your 
* being and labouring here, it wou'd melt your Heart, 
« (I'm ſure it does mine) to think of fixing your Place 

« of Service any where elſe. 
% Ah Lord! What ſhall I ay? What am I that 
« poor Congregations ſhou'd be ſo Sollicitous to gain 
% me among them! Weak is my Voice; Small is my 
« Strength; Many my Infirmities of Body. Many my 
Sins and Diſorders of Heart and Mind; Many my 
« Proyocations and Forfeitures of thy Preſence, Bleſ- 
« ſing and Grace. Alas! how great is my Unbe- 
lief and ſtupid Inſenſibility ! How cold, and dead 
« is my Heart in my Miniſtrations? And can they 
« then kindle Life and Spirit in any? How ready am 
« I at every turn to throw away thy Work and Wiſh, 
« that I were no more to ſpeak in this Name? But 
« ſurely thou art enticing me and drawing me on by 
« the Acc thou art pleaſed to afford me among 
« thy People. Many, many Congregations have de- 
« fired and invited me among them, I have wondered 
« at the Reaſon of their Deſires. But I bleſs thee, 
« Lord, for the Room thou haſt allow'd me in thy 
People's Hearts, and for the Acceptance my poor Ser- 
&« vices have met with where ever I have come. Here- 
& by thou haſt ſometimes melted and diſſolved my 
© Rage, haſt led me on from year to year, in Hopes 
* that at lait ſome ſpiritual ſaving good may be done. 
« But, Lord, I wou'd know my ſelf and admire thee. 
« Vile Duſt Iam. Thy Ways are far above ours. Wilt 
« thou out of the Mouths of Babes perfect and ad- 
« vance thy Praiſe ! Bleſſed be thy Name! Wilt thou 
« in Weakneſs ſhew thy Power! Bleſſed be thy Name! 
But, bleſſed Lord, I mutt diſtinguiſh between ſoft- 
*« ning the Heart and pleaſing the Ear, between effec- 
* ting taring Work, and raiſing popular Eſteem and 
« Applauſe. 
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« Applauſe, was it the laſt thing I aimed at? Will that 
« content me? No, Lord, thou knoweſt it was not. 
« Thou that knoweſt the Heart, knoweſt it will not 
« content me. What's a little popular Breath! How 
« yain, how injudicious, how fantaſtick! A Bubble, 
« a Vapour, a Toy! "Twas not for that I enter d in- 
ce to thy Service and put on the ſevere Attire. *Tis 
« not for that I ſtudy and wait, and pray. Give me 
« Children or I die. O that I might beget ſome to 
« thee in Chriſt Jeſus thro the Goſpel ! *Tis thy Glo- 
« ry and Praiſe is my Thirſt and End, and Aim. "Tis 
« thy Kingdom, the Coming, and Increaſe of thy King- 
« dom is my Hearts Deſire and Prayer. And Lord, 
„ ſhall I have none of that Honour and Happineſs of 
« eſpouſing any Souls, that I may preſent them, as a 
« Chaſte Virgin to Chriſt? O my Leanneſs, my Bar- 
« renneſs in the preaching of the Goſpel ! What, muſt 
« I go Childleſs, and produce none for thee, and thy 
« Son? Wo is me! ſad that none of that Joy mult be- 
« long to me! Truth, Lord, I am unworthy ! I am 
« too baſe and vile! and perhaps, if I ſhou'd hear and 
« ſee Converts coming in by my Miniſtry, I ſhou'd 
« not be able to bear it. Perhaps I ſhou'd be lifted 
« up, and forget thee, perhaps I ſhou'd value my own 
« Integrity, Zeal, and Power, and impute thy Work 
« to my {elf and ſervices. Perhaps thou ſeeſt it need- 
« ful thus to tame my Pride, and keep me humble. 

« But, Lord, muſt I always go thus bereaved of my 
« Hopes and Ends and Deſires? How many of thy 
« Servants have been ſucceſsful in the Converſion of 
« Souls? I have heard of thouſands by one Man, even 
« in the latter Ages of the World. But how free and 
« ſovereign is God in this as well as other Affairs? 
« Some muſt turn many to Righteouſneſs, ſome few, 
« ſome none. — and Holy are thy Ways, O 
« King of Saints | 

« But now Lord, here I am! What would't thou 

“have me to do? What hope I for? What wait I for? 
: «6 my 
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« my Hope is even in thee, to thee muſt I look, my 
« Expectations muſt be from thee, my Truſt muſt be 
* in thee. Thou can'ſt make my Arrival here joyous 


« or grievous. 


Now I am here, what wilt thou do with me, 
None of my Books will ſhow ; 
I read and ſigh, and wiſh I were a Tree, 
For then ſure I ſhou'd grow | 
To Fruit or Shade. Herb. 


« Shall I be neither? neither Fruit, or Fruitful in 
4 my ſelf, nor Shade and Refreſhment to others? Poor 
« Soul, how empty, vain, and inſignificant art thou! 
4 unable to ſerve the Lord, or ſerve thy ſelf, or others! 
« indiſpoſed for thy Lord, dead and lifeleſs in thy ſelf 
« and towards thy own Affairs, and towards others al- 
« ſo! But, Lord, I come to thee! O quicken and heal 
« me! Elſe Sin and Unbelief will ruin thy Work and 
« my Soul! O evil deſperate Heart of Unbelief, that 
ce is ſtill ſeducing me from thee, the living God! 
« Thou knoweſt, Lord, what I want, and what I crave. 
„ 'Theſe things wou'd I humbly earneſtly beg of thee. 

4 1, That my Spirit may be adapted to the Goſpel 
„ of thy Son, the Goſpel I am to bear! Tis divine, 
- © let me be fo, partaker of the divine Nature! Tis 
« heavenly let me be ſo; heavenly in Mind, Affection, 
« Converſation! Let thy pure ſpiritual, holy Goſpel, 
« be imprinted on my Heart! So let me carry the fa- 
« your of it, and ſpread the favour of it among thy 
« People 

« 2. Give me the Hearts of this People! If I muſt Mi- 
« niſter among them, let me have their Affection and 
« Love! Otherwiſe I am not like to do them much 
« Good. And their Hearts I ask that I may gain them 
« fbr thee, and preſent them to thee. Their Affection 
„ defire, as a Means to lead them into thy Truth, 
« and to inſtill thy Word into them, that they may be 
drawn to and built up for thee. 66 
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« 3, Give me a Love to Souls! an Eſteem and Va- 
« lue for Immortal Souls! This I greatly need; I have 
« ſeen ſo much of their Sin, and Blindneſs and Folly, 
„J am in Danger of undervaluing and lighting them 
« all; Iam in Danger of letting them go on in their 
affected Darkneſs and Corruption without being con- 
« cerned for them. And if ſo, how ſhall I pull them 
« out of the Fire? How ſhall I Compaſſionate them, 
« and Pray, and ſeriouſly Preach and Mourn over them? 
« How ſhall I ſtudy for them, and labour and ſerve 
« for them, if I do not love them? O for ſome Dro 
« of that Love wherewith the Lord Chrift loved his 
« Church and gave himſelf for it! O for ſome of 
« that Love that breathed out this Charge. Take heed 
« to the whole Flack, over which the Holy Ghoſt has 
« made you Overſeers to feed the Church of God, which 
«. be has purchaſed with his own Blood! O for more 
« Love to 71 Souls, who muſt e're long be in ano- 
« ther World! Lord, help me to Love them, and in 
« Love to ſerve them, and pray, and wait, and watch 
« for their Salvation | 

Lord help me in my Preparations, Bleſs me in my 
« Miniftrations ! Guide my Mind to ſuitable Subjeths, to 
« ſweet, good, uſeful Matter on thoſe Subjects! Help 
« me to approve my ſelf to thee, to thy Flock, and 
« to the Conſciences of them that hear me! Help me 
« rightly to divide, and then to diſtribute the Word of 
« Truth! And ſo, Lord, Bleſs thy Word! O let me 
„not think and ſtudy and preach in Vain? How long 
have I done fo already? Good, dear Lord, give me 
“ ſome Souls! What muſt I have none to be my 
* Crown of Joy and rejoycing in the Day of the Lord Jeſus! 
« What is thy Spirit reſtrained ! O pour him out, | 
and let me ſee the Succeſſes of thy Goſpel! O let it | 
« go forth not in Werd only, but in the Holy Ghoſt, 
« and with Power! Lord, ſupport, revive and en-- 
courage me, by drawing Sinners unto thy. ſelf, by 
f * my Calls, Invitations _ Services! 
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45. Lord kad me not into Temptation ! Reſcue 
« me from the Temptations my Spirit and 'Temper is 
«« incident to, from the Temptations my Office and 
« Calling is attended withal; from the Temptations, 
* the Age, the Place, the Company wou d lead me to! 
Let no Temptation befall me but ſuch as is com- 


% mon to Men, and {uch as thy Grace ſhall carry me 


5 thro'! If I meet with Approbation and Succels, O 
«< preſerve me from Pride, Arrogance and Preſumpti- 
% on! © ſhy Pride, that radical, native inſinuating 
«« Sin! O keep me humble, dependent, watchful, ten. 
der! Upon diſappointment and failure of Hope, keep 
* me from Sinking and Deſpondency ! Stay my Heart 
on thee! Let me not be tempted to throw away thy 
« Work, co deipiſe thee and thy Service as uſeleſs and 
* unprofitable! O preveut the hideous Temptations that 
have ſumetimes beſet me! Keep me from the Temp. 
« tations of a ſrowning World, from the Temptations 
« of a flattering World! Particularly, Lord, I beg, and 
„beg again, keep thy poor Servant from Preſumptious, 
« Scandalous Sins! Keep thy poor Servant from all 
« Scandalous Sins! The God of Mercy forbid that I 
„ ſhou'd be 2a Scandal to that Goſpel, I have preached! 
« How many by their falls have been a ſhame to the 
Lord Jeſus and to his Houſe and Miniſtry! Lord, 
*< I deſire, unfeignedly (as far as I know my own Heart) 
I defire, thou would'ſt take me hence and lay me 
4 in the Grave, rather than ſuffer me to fall into ſuch 
% Pollutions of che Fleth, as will ſhame and ſcandalize 
« thy Name, and holy Truth! Wo to the World be- 
« cauſe of Offences! Offences have come in this dege- 
«© nerate Age; the World has been offended, and pre- 
« judiced againit thy Ways and Law; and Servants. 
* Stars have fallen. Religion has been ridiculed. Wo 
« to the Man by whom the Offence cometh ! The 
<< God of all Grace preſerve me, from every evil Way, 
« and evil Work, and keep me to thy heavenly King 
dom! 

« 6. Be 


\ | 
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« 6. Be pleaſed to let me ſee this Congregation edi- 
« fyed ; built up in Faith, Unity and Love, confirmed, 
« ſtrengthened, eſtabliſhed in all the Peace, Hope, Pu- 
« rity, and Comfort of the Goſpel ! Amen, and Amen. 

It was his conſtant Cuſtom to keep February 19, or 
Shrove-Tue/day, fall on what Day it wou'd, Holy to 
God, he being Born on that Day in the Year 1666 5, 
he frequently then pen'd a facred Meditation concern- 
ing the Goodneſs of God to- him in preſerving him and 
maintaining him in Life, and took the Opportunity of 
ſolemnly renewing his Covenant with God. Several of 
theſe Meditations are ſtill in being; I ſhall give ſome of 
them, to the Reader as they ſhall occur in the Courſe 
of this Narration. The following was written at G/ou- 

' Cefter, February 19. 1708. | 

J cannot, ſays he, but judge my ſelf this Day 42 
« Years of Age, ſo long has God preſerved an infirm 
« Body, an unprofitable Life. 

« Ah my God! I am leſs than the leaſt of all thy 
« Mercies! What am I that hitherto thou haſt preſerv- 
« ed and ſaved me! Thou haſt been the God of my 
« Life and Days. Thou haſt brought me into the 
« World, who might have ever lain hid in the Night 
« of Non- exiſtence. "T'was thy eternal Counſel that I 
« ſhou'd have a Being, and be excluded from the World 
« of perpetual Nothings and Non-Entities. Tis for 
« thy ſole Pleaſure that I am and was created. Thy 


| « Wiſdom and Blefling gives Man the Power to be a 
« Parent. But when he is fo, he knows not what he 
a 66 3 He knows not what the ſeminal prolific 
f „Matter and Virtue is. He cannot determine and draw 


& the firſt, Lines and Lineaments of the deſigned Off 
« ſpring. He cannot range the inviſible Strings and Fi- 
« brils in their proper Places and Order: He cannot 
« diverſify the ſtrange Maſs into the ſeveral forts of 
«« Contexture ; that are requiſite to the ſeveral Parts of 
« the human Body; fo that ſome ſhou'd be bony others 
.« fleſhy, ſome tendinous, ſome muſcular, fome mem- 
h 2 4 branous, 


\ 
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* branous, ſome ſolid, ſome fluid, ſome rigid, ſome 
* elaſtic. He could not determine, the number of the 
Parts, their mutual Proportions, their Dependencies, 
„ and Connexions, diſtances and various Offices in them- 
& ſelves and Subſerviences to each other. "Twas not 
he that prepared thoſe Organs and Veſſels, that are of 
«© no Uſe in the Womb, or that provides the Fetus 
« with its Nouriſhment there. "Tis not Man that aſ- 
*“ ſigns it its juſt Dimenſions, its Sex, its Features, its 
% natural Humours, its Genius, and Inclinations. 
« Tis not Man that gives it its ** 3 
“ pacity to grow up to 8 and erſtandin 
1 — 83 . 238 : 

This was thy doing, moſt Wiſe and Mighty One! 
« Tam thine, thy Formation and Workmanſhip, thou 
« haſt faſhioned this Tenement of Clay. If I was not 
« in Minimo formed (as ſome Philoſophers wou d ſay) 
« in the beginning of the World, and lodged in the 
« Body of the firſt Parent of Mankind, and was not 
« traduced down, thro' the Bodies of all my Anceſ- 
« tors to this Day; 'twas thou that cameſt and quick- 
« enedſt me at the juſt Time of Life. "Twas thou 
ce that didſt draw out this complicated Structure of Bones, 
that are the Pillars of the Fabrick. "Tis thy Wil- 
« dom did determine their Number [aboye two hundred) 
c their Places and Situations, their Magnitudes, Cavi- 
« ties, and different Contextures; thou didſt aſſign their 
« ſeveral Inſertions and Conjunctions, their Uſes and 
« Employments. Thou didſt ordain their Strength 
“ and Stability, their Figures and Power to grow, till 
* they had reached their Convenient Dimenſions. Thou 
*« didſt prepare the Sinews and Strings by which they 
* are ſo cloſely and conſtantly held together, notwith- 
„ ſtanding their various Revolutions and Motions. *Tis 
thou, O Lord, haſt covered them with muſcular Fleſh, 
* ſo fitted exquiſitely for the agitating and moving of 
* them. Thy Wiſdom has fo curiouſly tied theſe Muſcles 
« by their Tendons to their Bones. 
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e "Tis thy ſkill, O God of Wiſdom, that has 
ce formed the ſtrange Contexture of the Brain, which 
« ſeems to be but a Maſs, or Hank, of moſt fine con- 
ce torted Veſſels. Thou haſt given it its Uſe to be the 
« principal Seat and Organ of the moſt noble Ope- 
« ration of its bright Inhabitant the Soul. Thou haſt 
c clothed it with its double Membranes, and furround- 
« ed it with a Wall of Bone. Thou haſt drawn the 
«© Nerves from thence, and ſent them to convey Senſe 


« and Motion to the utmoſt Territories of this vital 


« Caſtle. 

« Thou haſt ſet the Heart on Working and telling 
„ by its uninterrupted Pulſe, the tranſient Moments of 
« human Life, Thou haſt prepared its vital Flood, by 
« which it Waters and impregnates all the adjoining 
« Coaſts, Thou haſt prepared and caſt the ſeveral 
„ Conduits, by which its carried to the remoteit 
Borders, and brought back again to its great 
« Canal and Ciſtern Thou haſt formed and pla- 
« ced in the Courſe and Current of this Scarlet River, 
the many Pumps and Forges, the many Stills and A- 
« lembicks, that muſt extract the various Liquors and 
* Juices, muſt faſhion the ſeveral ſolids and ſecretions 
that muſt repair Decays, muſt preſerve and continue 
* the animated whole. 

Thou haſt made the Belly and Stomach for Meats, 
given that variegated Veſſel its Power to macerate, 
„ concoct and chylify thoſe very many ſorts of Solids 
* and Fluids, that are wont to be lodged there. Thou 
«* haſt wiſely ordered and ranged all the Organs, that 
«« muſt prepare the Chyle, impregnate it with uſeful 
 «& Juices by the Way, and pour it into the Ocean of the 
Blood. And, thou haſt appointed and ſet up all thoſe 
* Excretory Paſſages by which the uſeleſs Dregs muſt 
© be carried of to keep the Body ſound and clean. 

O wonderful are thy Works, O Lord! in exquiſite 
« Wiſdom haſt thou made them all. How curious is 
* this weak and tottering Tabernacle ! A Monument of 

„ « thy 
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« thy Praiſe! But O how fall a part of it is known, 
or can be inveſtigated by mortal Difquiſition ! 
But O how. much more unſcarchable is its ration- 
« al Inhabitant? How unſearchable are its Eſſence 
« and Subſtance ? Its Properties and Faculties? How 
* unſearchable its Origin and Production? Its Opera- 
<« tions, Appetites, and Motions? How unſearchable is its 
% Conjunction and Union to the Body? Its Dependance 
« on it, Sympathy with and Paſſion from it? How 
« unſearchable is its Pollution and Defilement, its Re- 
« ſtoration and Advancement! But ſuch a Thing am 
« I; and by thine Appointment and Purpoſe, bleſſed 
« Lord, this Thing I am. An embodied Spirit. An 
« inſpirited . Syſtem of Organs. A Spirit incarnate. An 
animated machine of Fleſh. An Inhabitant and Mem- 
te ber of a lower World than that of Angels, but of a 
« World deſigned to know and ſerve thee. And ſhall I 
* not know, and ſhall I not acknowledge thee, my 
* God! I adore thee my Maker, my Lord, my End. 
« I this Day recognize thy Title to me, thy Propriety 
« in me. Lord, thine I am, and none but thine, thee 
« wou'd I admire, in thy Title, and Propriety wou'd 
« I rejoice. | 
« But, Lord, tho' I am thine, made for thy ſelf 
«« and Service, how little have I done for thee? This 
« Day woud I review the forty Years I have had in 
« the World! and upon Review, I find my ſelf to have 
« been like the Company thou ledeſt forty Years in 
<< the Wilderneſs, unbelieving, repining, ungrateful, 
* diſobedient. Alas! how little have I followed thee! 
« how little known and ſerved thee. O the Dark- 
« neſs of my Mind ſtill! O the Leanneſs and Fee- 
„ bleneſs of my Heart! Gracious Lord, pardon the 
« Sins of forty two Years. O how many muſt they be ! 
„O the Sins of Thoughts and private Muſings ! O the 
« Sins of Will and Heart and Deſires! O the Sins of 
Words, Actions and Converſation! O my Omiſſions 
and Negligences! O my Inadvertencies, Impruden- 
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« cies and Follies! O my Sins of Youth and tender 
« Years! O my Sins of Manhood and riper Age! 0 | 
„ my Sins againſt Knowledge and Apprehenſion ! | 
« Againſt natural and revealed Religion! O my Per- | 
« ſonal and Relative Sins! Sins that befall me as a | 
« Man, as a Chriſtian, and a Minifter, or againſt all 
« thoſe Bonds and Obligations? O wretched Man that | 
I am, who ſhall deliver me from this Body of Death, | 
4 and from all theſe Bonds that demand me unto Death \Þ 
4 and Deſtruction! | { 
« But deareſt bleſſed Lord, I wou'd ftilt ſtand to 
„ the Covenant made with thee in thy Son! I wound 
« have it, as ſuch I ſealed it, an everlaſting Covenant. 
* Tn and by that Covenant, and thro' the Blood of 
«© the Mediator of it, all theſe numerous, numerous, 
« ſcarlet aggravated Sins are cancelled and cored, Thy 
« plenteous Mercy pardons them all. O the tender Mer- 
« cies of my heavenly Father! O the plenteous Re- 
„ demption of the Lord, my Maſter! O the glorious 
«© Goſpel of the blefſed God. This Covenant I own 
* and approve this Day. This Covenant wou'd J re- 
„ new and ratify next Lord's Day in the Supper of thy 
« Son, Dear Father, bid me welcome ! Prepare Heart 
and Mind! Shew me thy ſelf and thy Son! Smile up- 
on me with thy pleaſed Countenance! Enlarge me 
„ with the Joys of thy Spirit! and thereby ſay to my 
«© Soul, be 0 good Cheer, thy Sins are forgiven thee ! 


His Removal from Glouceſter to 
Shrewsbury. 


E ſtaid not a great while at Ghacefler. Mr. 
Tallents of Shrewsbuary dying, and after him, 

Mr. Benion, who for ſome Years had Taught an Aca- 
demy there, a double Vacancy entued, which Dr. 
Gy/es and Mr. Reynolds were fixed upon to fill up. Very 
h 4 | preſſing 
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preſſing were the Sollicitations of the Church there, 
to have him ſettle among them, and accept a paſto- 
ral Relation to them; and many Miniſters con- 
curred with them, and did all they cou'd to perſwade 
him to go thither, knowing him to be a Perſon very 
+ well qualified upon the Account of his Learning, Piety, 
and Prudence, both to bear this Relation to them, and 
alſo to aſſiſt in the Educating of Youth for miniſterial 
Work, the Scheme being to keep up the Academy 
there under him and Dr. Gyles. It was ſome time be- 
fore he cou'd be prevail'd upon to comply with them. 
He thought the Grids of God ſo clearly di- 
reed his Way to Glauceſt. that it wou'd be wrong for him 
to think of removing. But having ſeriouſly confider'd 
the Affair, and according to his uſual Method fought 
to God for Direction, and uſed all other prudent Ways 
to know his Will herein, and ſeeing a large Door open- 
ed for more Extenſive Uſefulneſs, than he cou'd ex 
in the Poſt he was already in, he thought it his Du- 
ty to go thither, and accordingly came and ſettled there 
Fuly 8. 1708. Upon which Occaſion he writes thus the 
- 8th of Auguſt following. | 

« Lord what am I? and where am I? I thought 
« thy Providence had led me down to Glouceſter, and 
« did it not ſo? Whoſe way cou'd be more clear 
«« and open! What then do I hear? How came I now 
« 'w dale ? Was not thy Hand here alſo? Did it not 
direct me hither ? How elſe was the double Breach 
«« made there in ſo ſhort a Time? How came the Church 
* there to pitch upon me, and ſo concordantly to unite 
« in me, unſeen, unheard, unknown? How came ſo 
© many Miniſters (of ſuch diſtant - Cities and Places) to 
c concur in ſolliciting me hither ? How came ſo many 
« Co-incidencies to occur opening my Way and inviting 
« me hither? Lord hadſt thou no in all theſe Tranſ- _ 
« actions? or no approving Hand? or muſt none of 
% thy Mandatory Preceptive Will be learnt from thy 
« Providences? or were thoſe Providences for * 
66 
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only or for Judgment? Lord I am afraid, amazed, 
« How Myſterious are thy Ways? Was it thy Plea- 
« ſure to make Room for better ſervice at Glouceſter ! 
« ſo let it be, and bleſſed be thy Name. But what 
« then ſhall poor Salip do with ſuch a Servant? or was 
60 3 Glouceſter in Judgment to be deprived of ſuch 
« Services? O pity that Church! and pardon Forfei- 
« tures, if any ſuch have been made! preſerve their Pa- 
<« ſtor, and provide them necdful faithful Aſſiſtance 

« Lord, here I am! what ſhall I fay, confounded 
© and aſtoniſhed at theſe \otions and Procedures of 
« thine ! Cou'd any Place be more undeſigned, un- 
«« expected, unthought of than this? Yet hither am I 
« come ; I hope not without thee, nor without the good 
«« Pleaſure of thy Goodneſs. I defired thy Direction, 
e defired Friends in divers Parts to crave Counſel and 
« Pirection of thee, my God. Were our Prayers fi- 
e niſter, and unſincere? or has thy holy Sovereignty 
rejected our Prayers? would'ft thou leave me to my 
« ſelf? Wo is me, if I have miſtaken thy Call, miſ- 
interpreted thy Providences, and come hither with- 
« out thee! Wo is me if all thy many Servants, who 
* have entreated, importuned and beg'd me to come 
„ hither, and have concluded that God and Duty cal- 
led me hither, have, in this Caſe, been lying Prophets. 

« Oh how dark are human Affairs! How perplexed 
e and obſcure are divine Adminiſtrations ? Is it thy 
« Pleaſure, Lord, to Jead thy Servants into Difficul- 
ties and Obſcurities? into ſuch Mazes and Laby- 
“ rinths they know not which way to turn them ! The 
„ Righteous Lord, loveth Righteouſneſs, and hateth Ini- 
% quity. How is it then, that thy Servants are oft 
* caſt into ſuch Circumſtances, they know not how 
* to eſcape Iniquity? O what diftreſs has thy poor 
Creature been in of late! Afraid of offending on 


* one Hand, and on the other. Afraid of reſiſting all 


the Arguments and Reaſons alledged for coming 
„ hither, leſt thy Call and Warrant ſhou'd = in 
; « t em, 


1 


122 Memoirs of the LIE 


« them, and yet afraid of leaving one Church; afraid 
« of Diſcouraging and Offending the Diſciples from 
*« whom I come. Afraid of Scandalizing the Goſpel, 
« and laying an Occaſion for Scandalous Aſperſions 
« and Imputations to the Miniſtry of it. Afraid of 
& encouraging an ill and too frequent Practiſe of relin- 
« quiſhing an accepted choſen Church, as if Miniſters 
* had but little Love for the Souls they had adopted, 
and little Concern for the Progreſs of that Work, in 
«* which they have been Labouring. 

« Here therefore, O Lord, I come fearful and trem- 
« bling leſt I ſhou'd miſtake thy Mind, or take any 
es falſe Steps, or be moved by any irregular Deſigns 
« and Aims. I have conſidered and ponder d my In- 
« tentions, Deſires, and Deſigns, have endeavoured to 
er lay aſide ſiniſter, ſelſiſh, carnal Conſiderations, if any 
« ſuch preſented themſelves *. But, Lord, do thou 
« ſearch me and try me, and fee if there be any Ini- 
« quity in this Caic ; and and let me fee it too that 
J may repent and be aſhamed before thee. Waſh 
« me, purge me from my unſeen ſecret Sins! 

« 'Trembling I come, left thou ſhould'ſt meet me in 
« thy Wrath, with the drawn Sword of thy Juſtice 


— bl 


®* What a holy tenderneſs of Conſcience was he pof- 
fefſed of ! How fearful leaft carnal Aims and Motives, 
fy. influence his Removes? One wwou d think, that a 
Perſon fo diſintereſted as he was, that had ſo little Re- 
gard ta the World, as he had, (ſo that I have heard 
him often affirm, that in every remove he made he rather 
Een his worldly Circumſtances ) needed not to hae been 
fo much afraid, teſt carnal felfiſÞ Confiderations fhou'd 
govern him, fhou'd rule and fray in his Mind. But it 
avas an Evidence, how much he aas upon his Guard a 
gainſt a Sin that ages ſo eafily beſet Men, and of his 
great Concern, to be one a Faithful, Sincere and Up- 
right Servant of the Lord Jeſus Chrift. 


« and 
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„ and ſhould'ſt tell me my Way is perverſe before 
« thee. If it be fo why haſt thou proſpered it thus far ? 
% and why have thoſe, that I muit ſuppoſe are at leaſt 


« ſome of them, thy Peoples ſuch Confidence, that thou 


« haſt guided them and me | 
„And now, Lord, I go about with this Queſtion 


« ſounding in my Mind, What doft thou here Elijab ? © * 


« Lord, I cannot fay, I have been Zealous for thee. 
« My Faith is too Weak, my Love too cold to kindle 
« Zeal. But here I come to ſerve thee, to ſerve thee 
«« in ſome poor Rate or other, here is Service enough 
«« to be done. A Church to be fſerv'd in and from the 
« Pulpit. A young Academy to be inſpected and taught. 
« Other Youths alſo to be catechized and informed. 
« And what am I, how impotent, and inſufficient for 
e theſe Things? 

+ But Lord, what now wait I for? My Eyes, my 
« Heart, my Cries muſt be to thee! O thou Father 
&« of Lights, and God of Conſolation pity help and 
« guide a poor worthleſs Worm, but Servant of thine, 
* that comes here to wait on thee and on thy Flock! Is 


« not the Harveſt thine? Is not the Work thine? Will 


c not the Glory be thine? Who then may challenge 
e thy Grace, if one that comes to Work there may 
% not? Have I not thy Covenant and Promiſe ! and wilt 


«© thou not be Faithful! and wilt thou not ſtand by me 


« and ſtrengthen me? and proſper thy own Work in my 
„Hand? But ah Lord, I bring Sin along with me hi- 
t ther. Tis my conſtant Companion, Oh that it may 
ebe more my Burden and my Sorrow] I bring a fooliſh, 
6 hard, ungrateful Heart; a careleſs, loytering, trifling 
« Heart, an unbelieving, dark, diftruſtfal Heart; 
« O my Leanneſs, Emptineſs, Barrenneſs! O come 
* and cure my Soul and turn it more to thee! 
O drop down thy Dews, thy Grace into my Soul, 
* or how ſhall I be able to drop the Words of Grace 
te upon thy Flock? Lord, pardon all my Sins and Cor- 


e ruptions, that I may bring no Guilt hither to inter- 
cc cept 
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« cept that Preſence that I need, or to forfeit and pre- 
«« vent the Bleſſings I wou'd convey unto thy Family. 
« And prevent new Sins, that I may not quench thy 
Spirit, and provoke him to retire with all his gra- 
« cious Operations! And now what have I yet fur- 
« ther in this Place to beg of thee? even ſuch things 
« as theſe. 

« 1, That neither I nor my Collegue may be given 
« up to ourſelves, or left to the Power of any Factious, 
« Proud, Covetous, Ambitious, Emulating Luſt. O gra- 
« cious God, keep us humble, ſincere, watchful, ten- 
« der of thy Name and the Glory of thy Goſpel. Let 
« us truly Love, and Walk and act in Love. 

« 2, Let the Church be our Comfort and thine Ho- 
« nour, let the Members be ſeaſoned with that Wiſdom 
« that is from above and is pure and peaceable. O that 
% they may know thee, and thy Son! be entirely bap- 
« tized into the Chriſtian Spirit, and be exemplary to 
*« thoſe of other Churches for their Order, Unity, Love 
« and Peace 

« 3. O that the little Academy may be bleſſed and 
„ taught of God! O that the young Members of it 

« may be humble, tractable, ſtudious, enclined to God 
66 — to Religion! O poſſeſs their early Minds and 
« Hearts for thy Self, for thy Kingdom and Glory! 
« The Good Lord bleſs Inſtruction, Education, and 
« Studies! O by thy Grace cure Youthful Luſt, pre- 
« vent Immoralities, Licentiouſneſs and Scandals! Let 
Religion, Seriouſneſs, Vertue, and Learning grow and 
« flouriſh _ them ! O that there and thence a ſeed 
« may ariſe to ſerve thee, to bear thy Name, and ſpread 
« the Word of thy Grace about this diſtinguiſhed Iſle. 

„The good Lord — all thoſe Mercies and Bleſ- 
« ſings I craved of thee when I fate down at Glouce/- 
&« ter. Vid. Supra. 
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A ſhort Account of his Conduct and La- 
bours in the Miniſtry. 


H Us have we follow'd Mr. Reynolds to Shrews- 
bury, let us now fee a little how he diſcharged 
himſelt of the Duties incumbent upon him. He had 
a very weak, and infirm Body, therefore cou'd not 
act with all that Vigour and Strength, that others did, 
nor be ſo abundant in Labours as they were. But con- 
ſidering his Circumſtances he did a great deal. While 
the Academy ſubſiſted, he carefully and diligently in- 
ſtructed the Pupils in thoſe Parts of Literature that 
fell to his ſhare to Teach. He made Conſcience of 
his Duty in this Reſpect; he was concern'd to main- 
tain the Honour of Chriſtian Miniſtry, and knowing that 
Learning is very requiſite to this End, he took great 
Pains to inſtill it into the Minds of thoſe under his Care, 
and to lead them into the Knowledge of thoſe Truths, 
that ſhou'd furniſh them for their Work, and enable 
them, when they enter'd upon it honourably to perform 
it. His Concern was that they might be able Mini- 
ſters of the New Teſtament. He had a great Love to 
their Souls, was earneſtly defirous to promote their ſpi- 
ritual and eternal Welfare; he ſtudied to make them 
Vertuous and Holy as well as Learned, to have Chriſt 
formed in them, and to poſſeſs them with a Godlike 
Temper and Diſpoſition, as being neceſſary to render 
their Work pleaſurable and delightful to them, and en- 
gage them to a faithful and cheerful Diſcharge of it. 
His Miniſterial Labours were, to Preach once every 
Lord's Day, (his Strength wou'd bear no more) to Cate- 
chize Youth and Adminiſter the Sacrament, in his Turn. 
In the Evening of the Lord's Day, his Sermon was re- 
ated in his own Houſe to all that wou'd come there, 
by ſome young Man of the Congregation, into whoſe 
Hands he put his Notes, and he prayed. He was very 
copious, particular, and affectionate in Prayer. His 
| Preaching 


| 
| 
| 
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Preaching was grave and ſerious, moving and effecting. 
He had an admirable Faculty of accommodating him - 
ſelf to the Capacities of his Hearers, cou'd ſpeak of 
the moſt important and ſublime Truths in the moſt Fa- 
miliar and Intelligible Manner. While the Vul 
was pleaſed and affected, the more intelligent Part of 
the Audience was agreeably entertained and delighted. 
His Sermons were chiefly Practical. He hardly ever 
brought the abſtruſe ſpeculative points of Divinity into 
the Pulpit, nor was he very well pleaſed with thoſe 
that d. I have heard him blame ſome, whoſe par- 
ticular Sentiments he liked well enough in ſuch points, 
for frequently introducing them in their Diſcourſes. He 
thought that ſtrait Hour, that People generally tie their 
Miniſters up to, might be much better ſpent, than in 
ſuch points of Speculation. | | 

- His great Endeavour was to beget and carry on the 
Life of God in the Souls of Men, to ſet up the King- 
dom of Chriſt Jeſus in the Heart and Conſciences of 
his Hearers, and to engage them to univerſal Holineſs. 
He laboured to render his People duly ſenſible of their 
Joſt and undone ſtate and condition by Nature and Prac- 
tice; to acquaint them with the Way and Method, 
whereby their Deliverance from Sin and Miſery, and 
their eternal Salvation are brought about and effected 
thro* Jeſus Chriſt, to make them Apprehenſive of the 
ſuitableneſs of Chriſt, and his whole Mediatorial Work 
to their Care and Exigency ; and engage them to a 
hearty Acceptance of him, and ſincere Compliance 
with him in his whole reconciling Deſign. e en- 
dea vour d to convince them of the neceſſity of Repentance, 
Faith, and Holineſs, and excited them to the Practice of 
them by Goſpel Motives. Such as the great Love 
of God, that was manifeſted to the World in giving 
his Son to die for it, that whoſoever believes in him 
might not periſh, but have everlaſting Life ; The ſurpriſ- 
ing and wonderful Love of Chriſt 7% the Son of God, 
in becoming a Propitiation for our Sins, in dying ' the 


Juſt 
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7a for the Unjuſt that he might bring us tn Ged. He 
4 <> 3 lay more 1 and irrefiſti- 
ble Conſtraints upon ingenious Spirits, to hate and 
forſake Sin, to love and cultivate Holineſs than this Love. 
He found it 6, with Reference to himſelf; he had 
experienced the fweet and powerful Influences of it, 
and therefore he often urg'd it, to his People, and 
dwelt much upon it: He was in his Element when 
ſetting forth this great, this amazing Love. He laid 
before his People, the bleſſed Aſſurances of Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs, to all repenting, returning Sinners that the 
Goſpel does fo plentifully exhibit, that they might not 
be diſcouraged, by the Proſpect of their numerous, ag- 
 gravated Sins, from attempting a Return; and the 
Promiſes of divine Aſſiſtances of the Aids of God's 
Holy and Almighty Spirit, to Souls duly ſenſible of 
their need of them, to enable them to conquer and 
ſubdue all the native Corruption of their own Spirits, 
the Aſſaults and "Temptations of their ſpiritual Adver- 
faries, and. perform a faithful and acceptable Obedience 
to the Commands of God, that the ſenſe of their own 
Weakneſs and Inſufficiency might mot caſt them into 
Deſpair ; and finally he made known to them the Pro- 
miſes of eternal Life, to all that ſhall perſevere to the 
End, aud the threatnings of everlaſting Miſery to wil- 
ful, obſlinate, preſumptuous Sinners 3 by the one to. en- 
gage and allure to faithful, conſtant Obedience, and by 
the other, ro deter and affright from Continuance in 
Sim. In ſhort, his preaching was truly Evangelical, Spi- 
ritual and Practical, ſuch as appeared to kim (and 
ſurely muſt be ſo) moſt like to bring Men to that 
Temper, and Diſpoſition, Practice and Happineſs, 
which the great Deſign of the Goſpel is to raiſe and 
exalt them to. His Deportment in the Pulpit was very 
engaging. His very Lock and Air was ſo ſerious and 
heavenly ; he ſeem d by that to be fo much in earneſt, 
that he ſeldom miſſed of gaining Attention wherever 
he preache l. How ſtill, how calm and compoſed 
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were Congregations when he aſcended the Put- 
pit. They hung upon his Lips, and were cloſely at- 
tentive to hear them ſweetly pour forth Divine and Sa- 
Jutary Truth. This I have particularly obſerved and 
admired at Dudley in Worcefterſbire. They have there 
a very crowded Lecture in hitſun-Week. Neighbour- 
ing Congregations, with that which itatedly belongs to 
the Place, ſupply a very numerous Auditory : This he 
uſed to call his Lecture; he was one of the Preachers at 
it for a many Years ſucceſlively ; he loved to caſt the 
Net of the e as he was wont to ſpeak, in ſo 
_ a Pool, where there was ſo many to be caught 
gain'd for God. And the Appearance of him in 
the Pulpit there, huſh'd every Noiſe; a ſerious Con- 
cern ſeemed to fit on every Countenance ; and the moſt 
iligent Attention was given to what he ſpoke. Tis 
to be hoped many in that Town and Neighbourhood 
retain a ſavoury Reliſh of the Sermons he there preach- 
ed, and will have Reaſon to bleſs God for ever for 
the Opportunities they had of hearing him. 
How well qualified he was for Catechizing Youth, 
and Inſtructing them in the Principles of Religion, 
will a r from his * Confirming Catechiſm. This was 
a Work he look'd upon to be neceſſary and uſeful, 
and therefore durſt by no Means omit it. He was 
much delighted and enlarg'd, in the Adminiſtration 
of the Lord's Supper, he pour'd out his Soul in the 
Ordinance, and ſeem'd all Life, Zeal, and Devotion. 
He did not fatisfy himſelf with his Work in Pub- 
lick, but inſtructed his People privately alſo. He went 
to their Houſes, the Houſes of the Poor as well as 
the Rich, to thoſe that had moſt need of his Inftruc- 
tions let their Circumſtances be what they wou'd. He 
was much employ'd in Viſiting. But he did not ſpend 
the Time of his Viſits in idle inſignificant Diſcourſe, 


o 


Vid. Preface to bis Diſcourſe. of Reconciliation. 
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in telling or hearing News, &c. but in ſerious Diſcourſe 
of the Affairs of their Souls, and of the great Things 
of God and Religion. His Endeavours were, to in- 
ſtruct the ignorant, to inlighten the dark and doubting, 


to awaken and rouſe careleſs and ſleepy Souls out of 


their Stupidity and Careleſneſs, and ſet them in good 
earneſt, on working out their Salvation ; he apply'd 
himſelf, as he ſaw Occaſion, to comfort Mourning 
drooping Spirits, to heal and revive broken Hearts, 
to ſtrengthen the feeble, confirm the wavouring, and 
encourage pious Ones to holy Stedfaſtneſs, and to con- 
ſtant daily progreſs in Joy and Holineſs. He ſuited 
himſelf to the Caſes and Circumſtances of thoſe with 
whom he had to do, and ſtudied to ſpeak a Word 
in ſeaſon to them, and there appeared in all his 
Converſation with his People ſo hearty a Concern for 
their beſt Intereſts, and ſo much Love and Tender- 
neſs to their precious Souls, that whether he adviſed, 
reproved or exhorted, all was generally taken well. 
They cou'd not eaſily be diiguſted with him. He 
was eſpecially diligent in his Attendance on the ſick, 
talked with them ſuitably to their Condition, prayed 
with and for them in the moſt ſerious and affectionate 
manner, helped them to improve ſuch Providences; 
and compaſſionately aſſiſted thoſe. that were leaving this 
World, in their preparations for another. It was his 
earneſt Deſire to fulfill the Miniſtry he had received 
of God, and to approve himſelf faithful to his great 
Maſter, and thoſe precious Souls that were committed 
to his Charge, and this made him labour in all the 
Parts of the miniſterial Function with great Diligence 
and Induſtry. | 

He had not lived much above a Year in Shrew/- 
bury, but he went to houſe-keeping; upon which Oc- 
caſion he writes thus. 


5 Salop. Now. 1709. 
On Thur/a; the third of this Month I entered 
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„upon new State of Life, (houſe keeping tho” 
„ fingle) and a new Habitation. 


A new State of Life, having been above twenty 
« Years a Sojourner, and as a Boarder in other Men's 


„ Houſes, I am turned Houſe-keeper, and have choſe 
an Habitation of my own. 
« And now tho' I find Peace and Liberty here, 


yet I find Sin and Corruption diſquiets every State 


« of Life. I am afraid of Liberty, Eaſe and Soli- 
« tude, leſt any Temptation ſhou'd overſet me there. 
The ſubtle Tempter hath his Snares and Wiles in 


every Condition of human Life. But Lord, I come 


* to thee, let thy Grace be ſufficient for Me! 

„ Good Lord, thou haſt known all my Wandrings, 
« many have they been, but has not thy Hand been 
« in all? how rarely have I choſe any Seats or Sta- 
tions for my ſelf? eſpecially fince I entered into thy 
« Miniſtry and Service. Defirous I have been to fol 
« low thy Pillar, whether of Fire or of Cloud. And 


'« if I have followed it whither has it led me? into 


„% how many Turnings and Windings has it led me? 
„yet © it did the People of God of old, whom it 
« was all that while leading unto a City of Habita- 
tion. How wonderful are thy Ways, O moſt high! 
„what ſtrange Depths in all thy Providences ? thro 
« all the Stages of my Life, how much Miſtery, 
„ how much Goodneſs? ſcarce a Place or Seat, that 
« ] have contrived or deſigned for my felf; or the 
Places I wou'd have choſe had I been left to my 
« own Deſire, I never had. But Mercy and Good- 
% neſs has meaſure] my Days, my Steps, my Stages 
and Stations hitherto. O bleſſed be the Conduct 
* of divine Love! what abundant Leave have 
«« I had to taſte that thou art gracious? O that 
« the ſweet Relicks of it may ſtill abide upon my 
* Soul! thy merciful Power has attended me in all 
« my Travels. Thy Wiſdom and Care has opened 
4 my Way, and prepared me Sollieitations to _— n 

« Places. 
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% Places. Thy Goodneſs has provided me Friends 
„among the greateſt Strangers. Thy encouraging 
« Goodneſs has afforded my yu Miniſtrations ſome 
«© Reſpet and Acce think, every where, 
«« bleſſed be my God! But where, Lord, is the ſancti- 
« fying Succeſs? O that it may yet appear ! And now 
10 , inſtruct me in this State of Life ! Still wou d 
« T be thy devoted, the captive of thy Love. Help 
« me in all the Duties of a Houſe-holder ; help me 
« to inſtru, to watch, to pray, to be an Example 
« of Love to God, of Patience, Wiſdom, Meekneſs, 
« Frugality and — too. Teach me to rule 
« my own Houſe (whatever it may in Time be) ho- 
« lily and well. Keep me from new Sins, and the 
« new Temptations I may be expoſed unto. 

« A new Habitation, little and pleaſant, very ſmall 
« to what I have lived in, in my Father's Time and 
« ſince, but I wou'd not be high-minded, nor ſeek 
rer to 
« the Top of my Ambition in this World, which is 
* to. be able to preſerve my Station in this little 
« Houſe in ſome comfortable Condition; enjoying my 
« Friends, being fruitful and uſeful, as I can, and 
«« ſeeing the Peace and Welfare of this Church. 

« But this wou'd be too great a Bleſſing to ex- 
ce pea, I fear. Lord, what am I, that thou haſt 
« brought me hitherto? what am I, that I ſhou'd be 
thus accommodated, thus kindly treated by thy good 
Providence, in a Vale of Sin and Tears? O may 
J enjoy all theſe Things, and expect Heaven at 
« laſt? O bleſſed be my God! How doſt thou.over- 
* come me with thy Love! Good Lord, my Heart 


is too dead to love thee! My Powers too feeble 


« to ſerve thee! My Time and Life too ſhort to 
« praiſe thee! O ſanctify me, heal me, fave me, and 
„bring me ſafe to thy own Houſe, that there I may 
< love, praiſe and {erve thee for ever! Amen. 1 
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Feb. 13. 171011. He writes thus, 
„Lord here I am, defiring to attend on thee! 

Let thy Light ſtill lead me: Lead me in a plain 


% Path becauſe of the Enemies of Religion. Hitherto 


thou haſt brought me. Now Time grows ſhort, 


Life haſtens to an End, Forty five Vears juſt ex- 


cc piring, how little remains ? Lord teach me to num- 
©*« ber my Years, my Days, that I may more in- 


« tently apply my ſelf to heaveuly Wiſuom! How 


« Jong haſt thou watched over me? Good Lord, watch 
« ſtill! Keep me from every evil Work and Way; 
O ſecure me to thy heavenly Kingdom. Am I not 
« almoſt at the End of the Race? Good Lord, 
« leave me not now! Give me not over to Sin and 
« felf, to diſhonour thy Name and Truth before I 
„go out of the World! O teach me to act and 
& live as one at the Door of Eternity! O what Vi- 
« gor, holy Activity, Peace and Joy becomes one 
« that hopes in a few Years 'I''me to be in Hea. 
« ven! Lord perfect what thou halt begun! 


His Adverſaria Miſcellanea, as he calls them, his 


occaſional Thoug'ts and Meditations, will ſerve now in 
a great Meaſure to carry on the Thread of this Nar- 
ration, and therefore I ſhall do little more in what 
remains, than give the Reader theſe Thoughts and 
Meditations with their Dates. 
Salop. Mar. 1, Shrove Tueſday, 1715. 
« Ape entring into forty nine. What alive ſtill? 


| « Good dear God! How great is thy Patience and 


„% thy Bounty! Thou beareſt with my Sin and Folly ; 
„ thou giveſt me all Things richly to enjoy. How 
% many Companions of my Youth and Pedagogy 
« have I out lived? How many Aſſociates in youthful 
« Sins are gone before me to the Grave? and into 
„what World I know not, poſſibly ſome to Heaven, 
« and ſome to Hell, and why am not I among the 
« laſt? We finned together, why do we not ſaffer 
* together? O the Wonder of diſtinguiſhing Provi- 

| | « dence 


| 
| | | 
f 2 sn. 
re 


« dence and Mercy! They that will not allow an eter- 


« nal diſtinguiſhing Decree, ordaining ſome to Glory; 
« or the Exertion of diſtinguiſhing Grace, in a victo- 
« rious Preparation of Souls for that Glory, muſt 
« yet, of Neceſhty grant an invincible ry mg 
« Providence, and Diſpoſal of Perſons and Affairs. 

« might have been cut down as well as others; or 
« they ſpared as well as I. I might have had my 
« Sins viſited on me, as well as theirs on them. Or 
« they might have been indulged by divine Patience 
« and Forbearance as well as I. They might have 
« been allowed the fame Space to repent, the fame 
« Continuance under the Light, and Calls, and War- 
« nings of Heaven. O, who makes the Difference? 
« Even He, in whoſe Hands our Time and Breath 
«are. O why am I not howling in the unexſtin- 
« guiſhable Flames? Wiſhing I had never been, and 
« curſing the Day on which I was born? How ſhall 
% adore, admire, love, and praiſe! 

Are any of my youthful Aſſociates gone to Hea- 
ven? Bleiſed be that Grace that carried them 
« thither. But why am I left behind? Is it that T 
« may fin longer, and fill up a larger Meaſure of 
Sin? O dreadful Thought! O ſtupid adamantine 
Heart, that does no more tremble at the Riſe of 
ſuch a Thought ! And yet is there not ſuch a Caſe 
in the World? Were there not thoſe of old that 
« were under ſuch a deſpotical reprobating Damna- 
« tion? Are there not thoſe now, that God . ſees will 
never be converted, and never be faved; and yet 
they are preſerved in Life, and accommodated with 
various Sorts of Mercies? What are ſuch doing in 
„ the World, but filling up a large Meaſure of Sin, 
and preparing more dreadful Wrath for themſelves ? 
* Poor Soul! Muſt this be thy Caſe? God forbid ! 
* God fave thee from ſuch a Spirit, ſuch a Practice, 
* ſuchian End! Tremble at the "Thought of a more 
* aggravaied Damnation / 
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* Am I left behind that I may _ _—_— 
« ſelf to follow thoſe that are gone before? God help 
1 2 a} are Diverſities of I 
« or of Glory in the New-Jerufalem; | 
4 theſe Degrees are confer'd according to the Degrees 
of ſpiritual Qualification, then a larger Stay in this 
« World, in order to ſuch a ification will be a 
« ſingular Bleſſing. But the Qualification itſelf will be 
« an extraordinary Gift of Heaven. Lord, make me 
% more and more meet for the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light! But what do I, enquiring after 
Degrees of Glory? How remote and indiſpoſed for 
« Heaven am I? Lord, grant that I fall not ſhort of 
Salvation ! Do I ftay behind that I may do a little 
e more Work for God, and a little longer glorify his 


Name? O that I may do it! What greater Honour 
and Happineſs than to ſerve the Name and Glory 


of the great God? O that I may be inflamed to 
* ſerve and glorify thea by this Conſideration, that I 
« am left alive behind ſo many of my Acquaintance 
« and Companions ; in order to this End! May a 
* Zeal for the divine Glory poſſeſs my Mind and 
« Heart! May I love the Word and Work of God, 
« and abound therein unto the End. Good God for- 
give the Sins of this Year alſo! Encreaſe my godly 
40 and Repentance ! Renew me Day by Day 
« Proſper thy Word! Convert Souls! Enlarge thy 
« Kingdom! Fit me for thy Houſe below, and that 
Es above. 


« How many Reigns have I now ſeen? * The 

fifth Monarch of my Time on the Throne. Blefled , 
« he 

* The Reader by the _ of = Meditation _ 

perceive, that be here means King the firfl. The 

praceable Settlement of him upon 5757 hrone , bes 

Kingdoms, when ſuch Meaſures wwere taking thoſe 
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be God that this proteſtant Succeſſion has fo well 
10 — That —— 1 has been fo 
e peaceably accom were we a going ? 
„ With what Perils were we ſurrounded ? Piel * 
« God that pities Great-Britain, that viſiteth not our 
« Sins upon us, that breaks popiſh Snares, that ſtill 
% allows us his Goſpel, and a Proſpect of Mercies 
« to come. Bleſſed be God for national Deliverances 
« and Mercies ! 
Dec. 31. 1715. The laſt Day, and an the laſt Nigh 
| of the Tear. | 
« This Week I have finiſhed the reading of the 
„Life of my dear honoured Friend and Brother, 
« Mr. Matthew Henry, Alas, how unworthy am 1 
«© to be ſtiled his Brother! Tho' I had his Love, 
« and loving Regards in that ſhort Time of Ac- 
« quaintance I had with him; yet I ſee now more 


— — 
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at the Head of Affairs, for (oy ona in of @ Popifb 
Pretender, was a moſt remarkable Inſtance of God's 
Goodneſs to theſs Nations. Proteſtant Diſſenters haue 
particular Reaſon to be thankful for it. Their Liber- 
ties were openly ſtruct at and encragched upon, and 
they ſeem d to be the firſs marked out for Deſtruction. 
But God delivered them, and broke all the Snares 
their Enemies bad laid for their's aud their Country's 
Ruin. Surely they will newer forget the Meaſures that 
were then purſuing by theſe Men, and ſuffer themſelves 
to be cajoled by their Pretences ta Patrigti/m, to «f- 

ule them, and contribute to their Exaltation again. 

hey always bade been, and cannot but be while they 
retain their own praper Principle, irrecopeilable Enemies 
ta proteſtant Diſſentert, and wou'd undoubtedly play the 
fame Game over again, if they were once more in Power. 
We have no Reaſen to think they are changed? Let us 
therefore be akways upon our Guard, againſt all their 
Craft and Deccit, whereby they wou'd make us ſubſervient 
te their Ends. ; 14 of 
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of his Condeſcention and my Unworthineſs: How 


„ highly beloved was he of Heaven? What Grace 
* had received? What a matchleſs Life is there? 
«« Full of Devotion, full of Prayer, Praiſes, publick 
* and private Services, full of God ! O what plenti- 


ful Occaſion does it "adminiſter to me, to reflect 


« with Grief, and Shame, and Tears upon my finful 
« ſelf? My ſinful, fooliſh, dreaming, unprofitable ' 
« Life? Alas, can ſuch a wicked, vain, deceitful 
« Soul be ſaved? One that does fo little for God in 
„ ſuch Bonds and Obligations; and that by Vanity, 
« Rovingneſs of Mind and Imagination does fo ſpoil 
« that little. How little of his Pleaſure, Unwea- 
«« riedneſs, ' Conſtancy and ' Zeal can I experience? 
« How oft was he upon the Mount, aſcending 
« towards Heaven, while my Heart and Harp is un- 
« tuned and hung upon the Willows? While I 
« wrote of ſacred Zeal, 'twas he was practiſing it. 
« Too haſtily I doubt, he ſent that 1 Book to the 
« Preſs; when he was urged to be impartial in his 
«« Judgment of it, and not to ſuffer his Affection to 
« prepoſſeſs and prejudice his ſevereſt Sentiments ; 
« being reminded of the old Saying, Perit judicium, 
« cum Res tranſiverit in Affectum. But for all that 
« ſome Obſervations it ſeems pleaſed him, and away 
„it muſt go before it was wholly read over, and 
« now I am condemned by my own Book. Ano- 
« ther Evidence againſt me and my Barrenneſs at the 
great Day. Lord, pe my unloving, luke- 
„ warm, ungrateful Heart 

« Little did I think when I went out from Home, 
« that Tueſday ( June 22. 1714.) in order to meet 
« my dear Friend, (according to his own Appoint- 
« ment, at his firſt coming into the Country that 


5 


| Þ Vid. Dr. Watts's Character 7 this Treatiſe in 
his Preface to Mr. R= s Diſcourſe on Reconcilation. 
Jour- 
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Journey) at Whitchurch,that I was then going to 
preach his funeral Sermon! That Day he departed 
to the City of God. That Evening Mr Beynon and 
Mr. Seddon, (that were to bring me the News of his 
coming to 7/hitchurch, brought me to Dearnford, 
the afflictive ſurprizing News of his Deceaſe, that 
Morning. O poor bereaved City and Country ! Yet 
I am importuned and conitrained to prepare a few 
Thoughts for the People, that wou'd meet at Vhit- 
church on the Morrow, expecting if they heard not 
of his Deceaſe, Mr. Henry's fore-appointed Sermon. 
Amidſt fluctuating Grief and Tears, my Thoughts 
wou'd run upon nothing but, Well dine food and 


« faithful Servant! Little cou'd I expect that, that 


66 


"x ad 
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tumultuary haſty Diſcourſe, woud be earneitly beg d 
by his Relations and Friends, to be delivered at 
Nantavich on the Friday following, the Day of the 
Interment. Much leſs cou'd I expect, that it wou'd 
afterwards be demanded to the“ Preſs. O. what 
a funeral Preacher didſt thou deſerve ! I hu that 


+ hadſt been ſuch an unwearied moving Preacher thy 


ſelf! Thou that hadſt embalmed the Memory of fo 
many of thy Bretheren! But it wou'd have been 
my future Regret, that at the Confluence of twenty 
Miniſters, none ſhon d ſpeak a funeral Word for him, 
that had ſo generally generouſly obliged City and 
Country, and us all rather than there ſhou'd be ſu-h 
an ungenerous and rnpardonable Failure, I muſt be 
content. It 13 well it was better done at Lunden. 

% Farewel, dear Saint! Thy Memory is fragrant 
upon Earth. Thy Works will perpetuate thy Fame; 
thy Spirit is retired to thoſe that are perfect. I fol- 
low, tho” ſinning tired, and fighing. One Motive 
more I have to quicken me in my Way, that I may 


meet the loving, beloved, holy, happy Hex: y there. 


— 


Vid. Dr. Watts Preface, &c. 
But 
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But leaſt in vain I hope and run, 
Lord perſect what thou haſt begun! 


The Year 1715. In the beginning of it, bad a very 
terrible Aſpect — Diſſenters. Mobs were up, being 
fomented and encouraged by thoſe who had further 
Deſigns in their Heads, in ſeveral Parts of the Nation. 
Their Places of Worſhip were pulled down, their 
Perſons inſulted, and their Houſes and Lives threat- 
ned; ſoon upon theſe Things broke out that unnatural 
Rebellion in the North. What wou'd not our Ene- 
mies have done had God delivered us into their 
Hands? But he that ſuffered their Wrath to pro- 
ceed ſo far, then reſtrained the Remainder of it. He 
that ys to the proud Waves of the Seas, hitherto 
ſhall you come and no further, ſtilleth the Noiſe and 
Tumults of Mobbs alſo, compoſes their Rage, and pre- 
ſeribes Bounds to the Fury of Men. Before the End 
of that Year the Mobs were diſperſed, the Rebellion was 
quaſhed, Quiet and Peace was reſtored to theſe Lands, 
and King George triumphed over all his Enemies, and 
became the more firmly ſeated on the Throne. Mr. 
Reynalds takes particular Notice of theſe Events, and 
remarks with Thankfulneſs the great Goodneſs ſhewn 
by God in them to theſe Nations, and to Diſſenters 
in general, and to himſelf in particular. 


Jan. 1. 1916. Being Lord's -Day Morning, be penn'd 
the following Meditation 


«« I am now entring according to our Calculations 
„ on a new Year; where I am obliged to look back 
and look forward. 

« I muſt look back upon the Year paſt in the firſt 
«« Place, with Grief and Shame; a looſe vagrant 
« Heart has made but fad Work on it; a trifling loy- 
*« tering Heart has lot my Time, my Services, my 
Im- 
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« Improvements, my Comforts. Little have I done 
«« for God, for 1 or my own Soul. Publick or 
«« private Service yields me little Satisfaction; Studies 
«« not advanced; Sermons dry and jejune ; Prayers. 
4% heartleſs and diftrated ; Encouragement and Succeſs 
% nothing. Poor Creature what little Reaſon haſt 
« thou to be fond of the Miniſtry! Thy only Deſires 
« are fruftrated, I complain of my Head, (and have 
« (great Reaſon) but Sin lies at the Door. I com- 
« plain of others (and not without Cauſe,) but I muſt 
« within, and ſee my own Corruptian and De- 


« ficiency. Lord forgive loſs of Time! Unbelief of 


& — 2 great Things oF ry to = Lukewarm- 
« in Duty / Neg Reproof where due? Sins 
« of all boo? | 


I T muſt look back ſecondly, with Admiration and 


« Thankfulneſs to a God, that has ſpared me 
« this Year alſo. He has guarded my going out, and 
% coming in. This Year I have been in eminent pub- 
« lick Danger, Rioters have riſen yp ; affronted Autho- 
« rity, pulled down our Chappel, and many other 
« Houſes of the Diflenting Worſhip in the Land. My 
« Habitgtion, with that of divery others, was * 
e theatned. Many Meſſages were ſent me to tell me 
« that I muſt expect it one Night or another. Several 
“Nights I was obliged to ſeek Lodging abroad; but 
God preſerved me. The lawleſs Rioters were not per- 
«« mitted to put their Threats in Execution. O the 
« Fury, Hatred and Malice that has this year diſcover- 
ed and vented it{e)f againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters! Our 
«© Neighbours had they had Power and Leave, wou'd 
*« have been as outrageous and cruel, as Popiſh Incen- 
« diaries. Down with them, down with them, was the 
« Cry in all our Streets. Bleſſed be God that faid to 
their Rage, fo far ſhalt thou go, and no further! 
«© Blefſed be God ue are alive ſtill! We have been as 
the Buſh in the Flames; ſurrounded with Fire but 
unconſumed. Lord, thou art our dwelling Places in 
all Generations. «A 
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m Night, Ju 6. 1715. our Meeting-Houſe was 
pulled down. The Magiſtrates did little or nothing 
sto prevent it. The Inſurrections here, and elſewhere + 
«« were apparent Preludiums of a Rebellion againſt + 
the Government. Yet little care was taken to ſuppreſs - 
them. Bleſſed be God, that fo ſeaſonably ſtopt the 
Rebellion at Preflon in Lancaſhire. Had it proceed- - 
« e&d a little further, it had cauſed terrible Convulſions 
« in the Nation. God is ſurprizingly good to poor En- 
& gland ſtill. O convert us unto thee! reconcile us to 
« thy {elf by thy Spirit, and the Goſpel of thy Son! 
« Bleſs the Royal Family, and unite their Hearts to 
« thy ſelf by theſe good Providences towards them. 
« (Guard the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and raiſe thence 
« Kings, Princes and Princeſſes for thy Churches good, 
c and thy own Glory! 
« I muſt look forward to the Year this Day commen- 
« ced. O who knows what a Day or a Year might 
« bring forth. This Year I may die, my Times are in 
« thy Hand. 'This Year I may be in Heaven or Hell. 
« My Soul is in thy Hand, O what a vaſt inconceivable - 
«© Change muſt Death make! O what is it to be conduct- 
« ed by Angels to Heaven! Good God prepare me 
O what is it to be dragged by Devils to their Naming 
4 Regions! Good Lord, deliver me! To thy Hands 
“ J commit my Spirit, haſt thou not redeemed it? O 
& look after me according to thy Covenant! O pre- 
« ſerve me to thy heavenly Kingdom! 
| And again Fel. 14. 1716. 

.« How gracious is God to poor Diſſenting Prote- - 
« ſtants! This Year they were in Danger of being ſwal- 
« lowed up. An hideous malignant Spirit broke forth 
« ofa ſudden in the Months of June, Fuly and Auguſt, 
« and was remarkably rampant in Lancaſhire, Shropſhire 
« and Staſfordſbire. Mobs and Riots aroſe in divers Places, 
«-and pulled down Meeting-houſes, unprovoked, unmo- 
e leſted. Fhey began in Oxford, then Manchefter Meet- 
«« ing (as I remember) came down; then that of Wolver- 
% hampton, 
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hampton, then ours in alp, ſcarce any thing was d 


to prevent it. Then followed the Ruins of that at 
Wem, Whitchurch, Bromwi:h, (where the rebellious 
Rioters were valiantly oppoſed) Birmingham, Oldbury 
and Dudley, and many others in the Land. 

« In Salop, we were threatned with the Ruin of pri- 
vate Houſes for divers Nights together. The Rioters 
uſually came in the Night, and worked at pulling 


down the Chappel, till they had demoliſh'd it, as 


far as they pleaſed. Untow'rd Boys carried on the 
Deſolation by Day, my Houſe was particularly threat- 


ned; ſome came voluntarily to fit up in the Defence 


of it. One Night, upon Information of the Danger, 
the Mayor was pleaſed, to ſend three Conſtables to 
watch it. For two or three Weeks my Friends thought 
it needful for me to lie out of my own Houſe. The 
Friday night after the Meeting-houſe was pulled down, 
is a Night not to be forgotten. The beginning of 
it was terrible to Diſſenters. That Afternoon three of 
the Rioters were taken in the Street with their Axes 
and Inſtruments of Deſolation, were by the Mayor's 
Order ſent to their Jail and Irons. In leſs than half 
an hour, as is ſuppoſed, they got out of their Jail and 
Irons, and at the head of a vait Mob, ran with Fury 


« and Wildfire in their Faces, by the Magiſtrates Door, 


hollowing and ſhouting thro' the chief Streets of the 
Town. I narrowly eicaped ſtepping into the front of 
them, No Diſſenters Houſe ſeemed to be fafe that 
Night. Many were threatned, moſt ſtood upon their 
Guard. It ſcarce ſeemed in the Magiſtrates Power 
then to reſiſt their Numbers and Fury. But 
God fits upon the mighty Waters. At one Houſe in 


Frankwell they ſtopped, and ſaid, there was the little 


Presbyterian Parſon, and they wou'd have him. They 
of the Family ſuppoſe they intended me, but I had 
not been there that Week. From thence they went 
up to an Inn in Town, where they receiv d a Word 
of Command, and were diſſolved and diſmiſſed. So 
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« that Night paſſed in Safety. How admirable are 
« the Counſels of God! Thus there was Loſs of no 
« Man's Life or Houſe, only of the Ship; the Tran- 
10 _ Houſe thro' which we are paſſing to another 
* Country. 


« Since that Time the meaning of this Tumult has 
«© been more fully opened. A Diabolical Confpi 
« has been diſcovered, formed againſt the Kings Li 
and Government, and deſigned to introduce the Pre- 
© tender and his Religion. And what then muſt en- 
© ſue, but worſe Miſeries to faithful Proteftants (if it 
% can be) than were laid upon them in the Marian 
« Reign. To this end a flagrant Rebellion broke out 
&© in Scotland and England ; headed in Scotland by the 
« Earl of Mar, in England by Lord Derwerwater, &c. 
« At Preſton in Leveative the Rebels were met by the 
« King's Forces, and obliged to ſurrender to the King's 
10 

« Great was our Deliverance at Prefton ; had the Re- 
bels proceeded but a little further in that County, its 
40 7 — they had been joined by Thouſands, 
6 apiſts and Proteſtants, and their Cruelty wou'd | 
« have encreaſed with their Numbers. Bleſſed be God 
« that ſo ſeaſonably ſtopt their Career. 

« But, 1. May Diſſenters conſider and know where 
& fore ſuch a Flame broke out againſt them: ſurely 
ve they have offended their God. The Reaſon of this 
% Inſolence from Men — They were moſt 
0 expoſed to the Fury of thoſe that had a Mind to in- 
« ſalt the Government. They were known to be in- 
« violably engaged for it. Rage againſt their Places of 
«« Worſhip was thought to be liable to little or no 
Penalty. Beſides, it is probably concluded there was 
%a Deſign to provoke Proteſtant Diſſenters to defenſive 
« Arms, and fo to kindle an inteſtine War, that a com- 
% mon Enemy might devour both. But tho* the Rea- 
*« fon of Human Malice is apparent; may they ſee 
* wherefore God contends. His Diſpleaſure is juſt. 
. 66 We 
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We have greatly offended. We have too much con- 
formed to the World; too much departed from our 
« Profeflion ; been too addicted to Contenitions and Diſ- 
« agreements ; have left our firſt Love and Zeal. Buy 
« may it not appear in this that Judgment begins at the 
« Houſe of God, and we will aim to bear the Indigna- 
« tion of our God. 
„ 2, May the Canonical Clergy ſee their Offences. 
« For 1ſt. By their ſtrange unchriſtian Invectives they 
« have irritated both the Gentry and the Vulgar a- 
« gainſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters. Its uſual with them 
« to repreſent them they call Presbyterians, as bad as, 
« or worſe than Papiſts. They uſually cry they had 
te rather be Papiſts than Presbyterians. What muſt the 
«« poor Populace then think of theſe Presbyterians ? cer- 
« tainly that they maintain worſe Errors than are in the 
« Papacy, more diſhonourable to the Lord Chriſt, and 
« more Deſtructive to Souls; that they eſpouſe Princi- 
« ples and Practices more Anti- Chriſtian, more injurious 
« to Princes and States, and more inhuman cruel 
„ to the Bodies of Men. And can any thing be more 
* unrighteous? Woud ſuch Preachers be thought to 
« underſtand what a Presbyterian is? or what is the 
« ſtate of our domeſtick Controverſies? Dr. Srilling- 
« fleet charges it as a fault on diſſenting Preachers, that 
e they no more open to the People the Diſterence be- 
„ tween them and the Church of England. The dif- 
“ ſenting Proteſtants are not given to Controverſy in 
* their Sermons. They have generally ſomewhat elſe 
„ to do. Repentance towards God, and Faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt are more needful to be preached. 
« But wou'd they take the Doctors Advice, I believe 
* they wou'd make more Diſſenters than ordinarily they 
* do. But ſure I am the Canonical Clergy is faulty 
enough, in pretending to preach againſt Presbyterians, 
« and opening their Cauſe and Conteſt no better than 
„they do. What! muſt they be worſe than — 
= ue 
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««/ becauſe they decline Additions to pure Uncorrupted 
« Chriſtianity. * | 
% 2. By their fad Negligencies they have let 
« their Pariſhes run into ſuch Ignorance and Immorality, 
* that out of them ſuch Mobs and Tumults may ſoon 
be gathered. Woe to ſome fort of Shepherds! 
And on the 19ih of the ſame Month which was his 
Birth Day, he has the following very ſerious Expreſſions. 
„Lord, here lam! {The Creature that thou haſt cal- 
led into Being. Thou haſt curiouſly wrought me. Sin 
« has ſpoiled me, lad and ſtrange! that two ſuch things 
% as Gods Workmanthip and Sin ſhou'd be ſo intimate- 
«ly united and combined together! unipeakably myſ- 
«« terious and fad, that Sin and I muſt live and grow to 
« gether ! Gocd God, ſlay Sin, fave thy Creature! have 
« a mercifal Regard to the Work of thy own Hands! 
% What a Conſternation and Amazement ſhou'd I 
« now bein? TI am a Creature, I find, made for Eter- 
<« nity, made for an endleſs Duration, and not meerly 
% ſuch a Duration a: involves in it, only an inſenſible 
« Exiſtence. So the Earth may be everlaſting, for ought 
% know, even after the general Conflagration. I 
<« queſtion whether God will annihilate any real Enti- 
«| ty, or Subſtantial Being that he has made. He knows 
% how to diſpoſe of it all, in all Mutations, to his own 
« Glory. Bat I am deſigned and ordained for an End- 
&« leſs, Vital, intelleQive Exiſtence. I am born for 
« endleſs Happinęſs or endleſs Miſery. O amazing, 
% tremendous 'Thought ! O that the World of Mankind 


„ you'd think of this! As oft as a Child is born into 


« World, 10 oft is a perceptive Being produced for an 
« everlaſting State ! O what a valuable Being is Man! 
„What an Aspect ſhou'd we have of this World! 
« Tt is but a Hor: Paſſage into another, into one of end- 
« leſs Continuance. O what was I made and born for? 
« Where mutt I be in a little while? in Heaven or 
« Hell! fooliſh Soul! Can ſuch a thought poſſeſs thee, 
% and no: mite thee quake for Fear? Death is com- 
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+ ing, and doſt thou not tremble at the Apprehenſion 
« of it? 
 « (Good God! I reſign my ſelf to thee, pardon me, 
« that I have done it no ofter, done it no better. But 
« confirming and ratifying all former Dedications, I now 
« ſurrender, and reſign my felf to thee. Accept me 
« as thy own. Pity my poor wandering Soul. Pardon | 
* my numerous aggravated Sins. Sanctify an unclean | 
« Spirit. Waſh me in the good the great, Mediator's 
ce food. Heal a timerous, guilty, wounded Conſcience. 
Open to me the Treaſures of thy Grace. Lift up the 
« Light of thy Countenance upon me, make me ſtable 
6 conſtant in thy Covenant. Seal me to the Da 
e of Redemption. Succeed me in thy Work. T 
c me, aid me to fullfil the Miniſtry I have received, 
« to teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of Chriſt, and keep 
« me to thy heavenly Kingdom. Amen, and Amen. 
Again March 4. 1717. Being Shrove-Tueſday, which 
ſays he, I am willing to keep to God, tho' Feb: 19. 
was my Birth-day. 
From Feb. 19. I ſuppoſe I am enter'd on the 51 
£ Year of my Age. O who wou'd think that ſuch an 
« infirm tired Lite ſhou'd hold out fo long? I have 
« lived near twenty Years above my Mother's Age, 
and am now within two or three Years of my Fa- 
e ther's. Time cannot be long, and yet I'm afraid of 
5 thinking of the End of it. A fad fign that Time 
« has not been well ſpent, that fin haunts the Conſci- 
* ence, that the Conſcience is not well purged from 
« dead Works; that God is not heartily loved. Q _ 
« were God heartily loved I ſhou'd more rejoice in his 
Love, and ſhou'd be more willing to go to him. Lord 
* pardon my Unwillingneſs to die, my Unwillingneſs 
* to leave the World and come to thee! O inexcula- 
ble Unbelief and Ingratitude ! I have found and felt 
te my Pather's Love all my Life, and yet cannot truſt 
e his Love at Death, and for ſafety at Death. | 
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„Vet Good, dear Lord, I am thine, and wou'd be 
te thine for ever. I own and ftand by all the Covenants 
% and Contracts I ever made with thee. Pardon me, that 
« they were made with no more fervour, and kept with 
* no more diligence ! to thee I till reſign my ſelf, to 
« thy Goſpel demands I yeild, I ſtoop. I bow. To thee 
« in thy dear Son, I humbly heartily ſurrender my 
Self, my All; my Mind to ſtudy and know thee, 
« my heart to chooſe and love thee ; I wou'd now do 
te nothing elle in this World; my Affections to follow 
« after thee; my Body to be an Inſtrument of Righ-- 
« teouſneſs; my Tongue to ſpeak of thee and for thee ; 
« my Feet to follow after thee, and to Walk in the 
« wey of thy Precepts. Keep this Body blameleſs; 
« and then I know the Redeemer will keep it in the 
* Grave, and ſecure it for a glorious Reſurrection. 
Lord, what art thou doing with theſe poor Nations! 
“ Judgments are hovering over our Heads. The inteſ- 
c tine Rebellion has been cruſhed, and now we are threat- 
„ ned with an Invaſion from Seder on the Pre- 
« tenders behalf, a dangerous Plot between the Swe- 


„ diſh Miniſters has been diſcovered, Their Letters 


« have been printed by Authority. How good is the 
great God to theſe ſinful Nations till ! what! Patience 
« not yet ended? O wonderful! What is there ſo amaz. 
e ing now as divine Patience! But Lord, pity and fanc- 
« tity theſe Lands! O, turn us to thy felf! Lord, 
e teach me what thou wouldſt have me to do! O keep 
« me in the Day of evil! keep me from Temp- 
« tation, keep me in Fears, and Sickneſs, and Death! 
«« Keep me to thy Kingdom. One thing I deſire of the 
« Lord, that he wou'd make me faithful to the Death, 
« and then I ſhall receive the Crown of Life! 
February 25. 1718. being Shrove Tueſday. 

«© What! am I here ſtill, when ſo many of my Con- 
« temporaries are gone? when ſo many Sorrows and 
« Weakneſſes have attended me? when fin has fo de- 
« ſerved the ſhortning of my Time in cutting off of 
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« my Days? O with what little Satisfaction can I 
« review Time paſt? Mercies indeed have been many, 
« and methinks I have been aiming at ſomething for God.” 
| « But alas, what has been done? what an empty 
« fruitleſs thing does Life appear? How little has God 
« been glorified, and his Kingdom been ſerved and 
« promoted? How little has his Will been ſought and 
« obeyed and ſubmitted to? How little have Souls 
C been loved and inſtructed? How little has my own 
«© Soul been ſtudied, pitied, refined, quickned, and 
improved for Life and Immortality? O the fad re- 
«« view of Life! God forgive a miſerable, lifeleſs, ſinful 
« Soul, | 
« But Lord, is this all that I muſt do in order to a 
ce bleſſed Eternity? How poor and naked muſt I appear 
« at lat? I wou d not put a value upon my Obedience 
% and Service. I know it will be imperfect, defiled, 
« defective at beſt. But methinks, I would have ſome 
« Teſtimony of my Integrity and Love to God. Some- 
thing whereby it may appear, that I have nat been 
made in vain, have not lived in vain. And fince 
„ the Mediator will be ſo condeſcending and kind, 
« as at laſt, to take Notice of the practical Reſpects 
« that his Servants have ſhewn to his Name and 
« Brethren ; ſurely a willing Diſciple wou'd be glad 
* to have ſomething that may be ſo admitted and ac- 
counted by him at the Day of his return to the Judg- 
% ment of this World. Nay, who knows but that the 
holy Services of this Life, as they are to be recount- 
ed in Judgment, ſo may be the Matter of a joyfall 
«© Review to all Eternity? When numberleſs myriads 
of Ages ſhall be gone it may be a Pleaſure to the 
Saints to reflect upon the holy, fruitful, patient, gra- 
cious Lives they lived here. They may applaud that 
« Grace that ſo inſtructed, inclined, and enabled them. 
They may well remember the Joys of that Day 
wherein their Services of Love were ſo recounted be- 
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«« that the Station in Glory is aſſigned according to the 
«« meaſure (not the Merit) of holy Work, Sufferings and 
« Obedience here. It may well be ſuppoſed that the 
« Apoſtles of the Lamb will, to Eternity rejoice and ex- 
«« ult in the Review of what they did and underwent 
« in this wretched World for him, and his Name and 
% Kingdom, and ſo proportionably may others. You 
* are they that have continued with me, in my Tempta- 
„tions, and thereupon) I appoint to you A Kingdom, as 
„ my Father has appointed to me a Kinydom. 

« Tf this. be ſo, how little (O how little) Conſola- 
tion of this Nature, or upon this Account, will be 
« my ſhare for ever? ſhou'd Regret, and Shame, and 
« Sorrow enter the new Jeruſalem, how much of each 
* mult fill my Breaſt upon the Retroſpect of ſuch a 
vain inſignificant ſinful Life! O how do I envy thoſe 
that have been honoured to do much for God and 
„the Saviour? 

« But God make me willing, yea glad and joyful 
% to get to Heaven, by the Way of a free Pardon. 
« Happy is the Man whoſe Sin is covered! How 
* know I but there may be too much Pride in covet- 
ing ſuch perſonal Righteouſneſs for ſuch End? Not 
« that I muſt be, or wou'd be ſlothful, that Grace 
« may triumph. O that I may be humble enough to 
«*« rejoice in the Death, Atonement and reconciling Sa- 


e crifice of the Lord Jeſus! Vo ſhall lay any thing to 


&« the charge of God's ele? It is Chriſt that died. 
How know I but pardoning Grace will be as much 
“ (or more) magnified in Heaven, as ſanctify ing, fruc- 
* tifying Grace? ſanctifying Grace is founded upon an 
*« antecedent Pardon. Thoſe Fruits of Righteouſneſs 
« muſt be attended with Pardon, there muſt be a 
« deal of Grace in the Pardon of one Sin; an offence 
«« againſt an Infinite, and infinitely pure and holy Ma- 
« jeſty. How much then in the Pardon of the Sin of 
Nature, and all the Sins of Life? JF by one Man' 
* offence Death reigned by one, much more they that re- 
* ceive abundance of Grace, (or the abundance of Grace, 
; 6 vir. 
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«« viz. that Abundance which is diſplayed in Pardon 
« and free Juſtification,) and of the gift of Righteouſneſs 
« (the gift either of a ſtate of Righteouſneſs, or of an- 
« others Righteouſneſs imputed) Hall reign in Life 4 
« one Feſus Chriſt, that, as Sin has reigned unto Death, 
« even ſo might Grace alſo reign, thro' Righteouſneſs unto 
« eternal Life, thro' Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. The Joys 
« of Heaven will be compleat and full. But, proba- 
« bly, they will not in each Saint have the ſame im- 
« mediate Foundation, or Matter to Work upon. Some 
% may have Occaſion more to admire way 6, ; ſe- 
« curing Grace, that delivered them from the Luſts 
« Snares and Temptations, by which others fell. Some 
« may admire that heroick Grace, that carried them 
« thro' Storms of Perſecutions, and great Exploits to 
« the Kingdom. Others muſt admire that pardoning 
« Grace, that pitied them, called them, forgave all their 
« numerous aggravated Sins and brought them to Hea- 
« ven, notwithiianding them all. Others will admire 
« and applaud all this Grace. As a perſecuting Sau! 
transformed to a victorious Apoſtle. And who knows 
« but the Joy in and of a vaſt Pardon may equal that, 
« that ariſes from other Grace? The Soul that has 
much forgiven, will admire, applaud and adore much, 
« will much Love and much praiſe, and conſequently will 
« much rejoice, and much Love and Joy will be, or 
« will have much Glory. 

«« But let this be as it will. Lord! forgive me much. 
6 have much to be forgiven. May I but enter within 
* the Gates of the New Jeruſalem, I ſhall be unſpeak- 
„ ably bleſſed. May I be a Door-keeper there, I ſhall 
* have abundant Honour and Happineſs. Good God, 
« pity me, pardon me, preſerve me to thine heavenly 
„Kingdom. Armen. 

He had now been about ten Years at Shrewsbury, 
having labour'd for the greateſt part of the Time under 
much Indiſpoſition. Being therefore utterly diſlatisfied 
that he cou'd ſerve the Congregation there no better, he 
thought it his Duty to _ that they might ſeek for 
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ſome Perſon more capable of labouring among them, 
and that he might try whether God wou'd in the uſe 
of proper Means reſtore to him ſome greater meaſures 
of Health, and fit him for renewed Service ſomewhere 
or other. Of this he has given the following Account 
himie'f in a Meditation, written-on Feb. 10. 1719. be- 
ing Shrove Tueſday, at a Retirement in Hackney. 

A little after laſt Lady Day, I left Salap, being re- 
% duced to a great Degree of Weakneſs, my Breath 
« ſhort, my Head exceeding diſordered, pained, eſpeci- 
« ally in the Morning upon waking, and uſually, moſt- 
« ly ſo after the ſoundeſt Sleep; diſabled from Reading, 
* with Apprehenſion of what I read, and eſpecially from 
« Prayer, in which I cannot be engaged one quarter 
« of an Hour, without ſad Diſorder that almoſt con- 
« founds me. Moſt of the enſuing Summer I ſpent in 
« Travel up and down the Country, in hopes of Relief 
c that way, but being ſo much importuned to Service, 
«where I came, I had but little Benefit. Quickly at- 
« ter Michae/mas I wen: to Tunbridee-Wells, whoſe Wa- 
<< ters were more Beneficial to me than I did expect. But 
« the Seaſon for drinking, declining, I ftay'd but one 
« Month ; and now here I wait for the return of the 
« Seaſon. | 
“ Bleſſed be my God that has kept me this laſt Year! 
« How far have I travelled, how 'many Miles have I 
« journeyed by Horſe, or Coach, and no evil befallen 
, me? No fright or loſs by wicked Men infecſting the 
« Road, no evil befallen my Companions, which wou'd 
„ have been a Sorrow to me. O how good is my God 
« ſtill! All my Bones praiſ: thee, my Mind and Heart 
cc praiſe thee ! O that Life and Service may praiſe thee! 
* O how excellent are thy Ways and Works! 

« Dread Lord! was it Pleaſure to frame me out of 
* nothing, or educe me out of non entity, that I might 
« enjoy all this Mercy, and might have all this Occa- 
& ſion to praiſe thee? O, to how much Favour and 
* Goodneſs haſt thou ordained me! tho' corporeal In- 
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firmity has much diſabled me from thy Work, yet thy 
loving Kindneſs meaſures out my Days. By thy merei- 
ful Viſitation my Soul is upheld in Life. Hitherto 
thou haſt helped me. I wou'd bleſs thy Name for all 
the Mercies and Comforts of Life, the Proſpe& of Im- 
mortality, and the Means of Grace leading to Glory. 
If it be thy Pleaſure, employ me a little longer in 
thy Houſe. Yet wou'd I ſpeak of thy Name, thy 
Righteouſne, thy Kingdom, thy Glory. Fain wou d 
I do ſome good to Souls before I go hence and be no 
more ſeen. Fain wou'd I inſtruct ſome, if I cou'd, 
in thy holy Truth, recommend thy Dear, thy 
only Son unto ignorant periſhing Souls, and help 
ſome in the way to Heaven. O Strengthen this 
poor lanzuid Body, this feeble Heart and Voice, this 
pained, conſuſed Head O that theſe Lungs may 
breath for ties! this Tongue and theſe Lips ſpeak 
for thee and thy Name! May yet this Brain medi- 


tate for thee and on thee! May this Hand write and 


act for tee! May all theſe Members be Servants 
of Religion and Righteouſneſs, active for God in the 
ways of Holineſ and Obedience, e'rethey be laid down 
to Reſt in the ſilent Grave! O that my Soul may 
breath after thee! O manifeſt thy ſelf more to me; 
or let me have a deeper View of the Manifeſtations 
thou haſt given of thy ſelf in the vaſt Work of Cre- 
ation, and in the gracious Work of Redemption |! 
Fit me more for my Departure hence. I am now 
one year nearer to it. O dreſs this Soul of mine 
with the Graces of thy Spirit, that it may be more 
meet to enter into thy Joy ! take me not hence till 
thou hat made me willing to go, by aſſuring me 
of thy Love, of my fall Pardon, and thy kind De- 
ſign to admit me into the New Jeruſalem, to thy 
ſelf the God, and Judge of all, and to Jeſus, the 
bleſſed Mediator of the New Covenant! Amen. 

The next Place I find him reſiding at, is Bednal- 


Green, Here he met with a moſt agrecable Family te 
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Board in, and became acquainted with the Reverend Mr, 
Chapman, Miniſter of a Congregation of Difſenters there, 
and found in him a moſt ſuitable Friendly Companion ; 
whoſe kind and courteous Treatment of him he always 
ſpoke of with a great deal of Reſpect. For him he 
preached pretty frequently in the time of his ſtay there, 
which was a good Part of tuo Years, and there March 
1. 1720, in the 55. Year of his Age, he thus records the 
Mercies of God to him in the preceding Year, and 
breaths out holy Defires after thoſe valuable Bleſlings 
that he beſtows on thoſe that love and ſerve him. 
Lord, here I am ſtill! defiring and deſigning to 
te be thine! approving thy Ways; applauding thy Good- 
« neſs and thee. Hitherto haſt thou ſuſtained and con - 
tc ducted me. O the tender Mercies of my God! O 
« the Patience of provoked Majeſty! O the Wiſdom of 
« thy Care, the Bounty of thy Providence! all theſe 
“ Years haſt thou maintained and guided me. Thro' 
«* all the Sins of theſe Years haſt thou ſpared me. 
. More than forty Years haſt thou been ofiended and 


J provoked, and more than forty Years haſt thou born 
c with my evil Manners, and haſt cheriſhed me as 


5 the Nurſe does her Children. Bleſſed be God that 
ce has preſerved me in all the Travels of this Year, that 
* when ſo many Complaints have been made of- loſs 
& by Thieves, I have paſſed more than 200 Miles up 
c and down without Moleſtation. Bleſſed be God for the 
« Friendſhips I have feund, and for any tho* never 
4 ſo little Service I have done! O that my Heart and 
« my Lips may praiſe thee ! „ 

« gRleſſed be God for all his Mercies to the Land of 
« my Nativity ever ſince it was ſo to me. Surely the 
* Eyes of the Lord are upon this Iſle from one End of 
« the Year to the other. He viſits it with Love and 
* Peace. He has cauſed his Goſpel to ſhine more 
* brightly here than in other Lands. He has ſent ſu- 
te pernatural Revelation to guide us home and direct us 
up to him. He has given us Knowledge of Salva- 
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« tion in and thro' the Remiſſion of Sins. He has 7 
« us how our Sins are to be remitted and diſimputed to 
« ys, and blotted out to the honour of divine Grace and 
« Righteouſneſs. He has ſhewn us the great Sacrifice, 
« the Lamb of God that takes away the Sins of the 
« World. He hath reveal'd to us the Son of his Love, 
« his only begotten, the Juſt one, that is the Lord our 
« Righteouſneſs. He has revealed to us the great Myſ- 
« tery of Religion, in him, his Death, his Reſurrec- 
« tion and Glory. He hath ſent many Eminent Meſ- 
cc ers to this Iſle. Hath ſet up his houſe among us 
cc given us the Proviſions of his Table and Chil- 
« dren. He hath recommended to us his Goſpel by 
« innumerable Mercies. Plenty and Peace has crown- 
« ed our Land. Great Salvations have been afforded, 
« Wonderful Revolutions accompliſhed. The Prote- 
1 ſtant Succeſſion ſecured. Yet we fit under our Vines, 
« and our Fig-trees. Bleſſed be the God of our Sal- 
« vation. May we rejoice in him and his Love; and 
« love him for his Bleſſings, but more for himſelf. 


Good God pardon the Sins of this Year alſo! Tranſ- 


« greſſions grow, Let Grace abound. Remember me, 
«« pity me, forgive me according to the Multitude of 
* thy tender Mercies! Aſſiſt me yet in and for thy 
«© Name, for thy Redeemed and thy Flock, before [ 
« go hence and am no more ſeen! Keep me this year 
« alſo! and make me to grow and ripen for Heaven, 
« and for thy Preſence in Glory 
And again, Feb. 21. 1721. at the ſame Place. 

« Bleſſed be God that I am yet alive! Another year 

* haſt thou given me in thy Patience. I have ſeen ſtrong, 


„ heathful, youthful ones demanded to the Grave; but 


* thy Viſitation ſtill ſuſtains my Spirit. Thou haſt 
e threatned, Great Diſorder, by weakneſs of Stomach 
C and frequent Vomiting, haſt told me how frail I am. 
« 'Thy Service in publick has been for three Months 
« omitted, fad that Time ſhould be loſt To near the 
% End of Time! But thou haſt not yet filenced me 
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« jn the Grave. Some Reſpite thou haſt afforded. Bleſ- 
ſed be thy great and holy Name! ſtill I wou'd be 
« thine! This vain vexatious World convinces me that 
c thou alone muſt be the Happineſs of Souls. The 
« Viciſſitudes and Revolutions of the World confirm 
“ mein my Choice of thee. . . 

* „ This laſt Year has fully ſh-wn us, that they that 
« will be rich, fall into Temptations and pierce them 
&« ſelves thro' with diverſe Sorrows. Bleſſed be God 
« for being ſet ſo much out of the Road of 'Fempta- 
« tion! ſtill, good God, by all Engagements I am thine ! 
46 ftill thou art the God whoſe I am and whom I ſerve. 
& Still wou d I ftand to my Covenant with thee, to ave, 
* and ſerve, and follow thee! O be ſtill with me, and 
« keep me this Year alſo; keep me to thy heavenly - 
« Kingdom. 

Vet ſpare me if it be thy holy Will to ſpeak for 
thee, and declare thy Love and Grace to dying Souls. 
Still employ me if it be thy holy Will to beſpeak 
Sinners tor thee; to entreat them to be_ reconciled to 
thy Majeſty ; and do thou ſpeak by me and with 
© me to their Hearts. 

This Year he returned into the Country. He was de- 
termined not to undertake the Charge of a Congregation | 
any more. He was ſo little fatisfy*d with what he had 
done while Paſtor of a Congregation before (tho others 
cou'd not but think he laid himſelf out much for God, 
and the good of precious Souls, and had done eminent 
Service in his Place) and had ſo little Reaſon to hope that 
he cou df for the future do more, if ſo much; his health 
being ill at a very low Ebb, ſo that he cou 'd not ſee 
it to be his Duty to enter any more into ſuch a Re- 
lation. But then he durſt not by any means relinquiſh 
his Work. Nay, it was the Pleaſure of his Life to be 
engaged init. It was his Deſire and Deſign to go on in 


He refers here to the ſudden fall of South Sea Stack 


aobich raingd 'ſo many Families, and ſadly diſappointed all 
their Coliien Expetations. it, 
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it, doing what Service he cou'd and his ſtrength wou'd 
bear, continue in it he wou'd, doing thoſe Meaſures of 
Service he was capable of. It was his Intention there- 
fore in coming into the Country freely to ſerve ſome 
Miniſter that ſtood in need of help. It pleaſed Pro- 
vidence to direct his Way to Walſall in Stafford/vire, 
where the Reverend Mr. Godley was Paſtor to a Congre- 
gation of Diſſenters. There he continued to the Time 
of his Death, prezching uſually in the Morning every 
Lord's Day, and thereby greatly affiſting that truly va- 
luable Man, and ſerving, 1 verily believe, to prolong 
his Life, for after Mr. Reynolds was dead, and he was de- 
ſtitute of his help, Diſorders grew upon him, and in a- 
bout two Years put an End to his uſeful Life. He was 
a Perſon very well ſuited to Mr. Reynolds's Taite and 
Difpoſition, was of great Seriouſneſs, Piety, and hea- 
venly Mindedneſs; of the moſt fervent Zeal for God and 
his Glory, and of the moſt Extenſive Charity to Men, 
of eminent Humility, Modeſty, and Meekneſs, and void 
of every thing that looked like Pride, Vain Glory or 
Oſtentation. He was a diligent, faithful Servant of 
Chriſt Jeſus in the Miniſtry of his Goſpel, laid himſelf 
much out to do good to the Souls of the People commit- 
ted to his Care, and was bleſſed with many remark- 
able Succeſſes. His Labours in praying, preaching, 
Sc. were acceptable to his own People, and to all others 
that at any Time enjoyed the Benefit of them. He was 
much beloved while Living, and univerſally lamented 
when Dead. 


Between him and Mr. Reynolds there was a very inti- 


mate Friendſhip. Two Souls breathing ſuch fervent 
Love to God and Chriſt, and fo deeply tinftured ich 
the moſt ſerious Piety, cou'd not fail, but be ſtrongly 
united. They had the moſt agreeable. Society with each 
other, while God ſpared them together. 
He came to reſide at Wal/all in 1721. and there he 
dates his next annual Meditation. Feb, 6. 1721-2. 
Shrove-Tuefday. 

„ Bleſſed 
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«© gleſſed be the God of Life, I am alive ſtill, out of 
« the Grave, out of Hell, bleſſed be his holy Name ! 
« So many years haſt thou preſerved and guarded me 
„ 'a weak, lingering, waſting, Life continued till now! 
% How greatly does God delight to diſplay and perfect 
« Power and Strength in our Weakneſs! 

« Thou haſt brought me into the Country again. 
% Thou haſt vouchſafed me and my Companion, not- 
« withſtanding my Weakneſs, and the Perils of the Road 
&« thro' Robbers a ſafe and pleaſant Journey. I had a 
« deſign to aſſiſt ſome infirm Miniſter, and ſome poor 
« Congregation (as I can) in the Country, and here I 
« am at Walſall, May I here find the Favour, Love 
« and Bleſſing of God! 

„ Sickly, weak and puling has this laſt Year been. 
« A foul Stomach may well be the Indication of a foul 
« Heart. 'The Lord of Life and Grace cleanie both ! 
« Still T am thine! thy ſinful, troubleſome charge, thy 
« conſtant Care. What am I that thou viſiteſt me? 
« that thou acteſt and walkeſt with me as if thou hadſt 
« ſet thy Heart _ me! What diſtinguiſhing Provi- 
« dences and Diſpenſations doſt thou exerciſe and ex- 
«« hibit towards me all my Days? Sin lies at my Door, 
* but Mercy is thy choſen Path. Good God forſake 
« menot! let me know more of thee and of thy Love! 
% More of thy Son and his rich Grace! If it be thy 
« holy Pleaſure, ſpare me this Year alſo! Give. me 
« leave to do a little more for thee and thy Flocks ! 
« little has yet been done, poor fruitleſs Creature have 
J been! ſhall all theſe Years be ſpent in vain? ſhall 
« Sin and Satan ſtill prevail! ſhall Ignorance and Dark- 
« neſs {till devour the Souls that ſhou'd be thine ? ſhall 
« the Harveſt ſtill be great and the Labourers be few. 
« O ſend forth more Labourers and me among the Reſt! 
« Let me do good and alſo taſte the Goodneſs of thy 
« Houſe and Work! O anoint me with a freſh Unc- 
« tion from above! make me at theſe Years more fat 
« and flouriſhing ! may my later Works be Kill —_— 
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„ and may I till grow more meet and ripe for the 
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Inheritance of the Saints in Light ? 
Again, Walſall, Shrove-Tueſday, Feb. 26. 1722-3. 
LEtat. ineunte 57 | 
« Strange! that I am yet alive and in ſome Meaſure 
able to think and write, and ſpeak of God! O that 
thy Name may be dear to me and even inſcribed up- 
on the Table of my Heart! thro* manifold Weakneſs 
and Danger have I been carried this Year. Some little 
Service have I been aſſiſted for; not yet quite laid 
aſide. Moſt Lord's Days in the year have I been en- 
abled to fay ſomething tor God, for the Son of God, 
for Holineſs, for Heaven. Bleſſed be God that has 
not yet ſtopt my Mouth with Duſt, nor ſilenced me 
in the Grave. The dead praiſe thee not. O that I 
cou'd praiſe thee, and found forth thy Glories in the 
Land of the Living ! Breaſt and Breath will not much 
ſerve to ſing ; but may I promote and propagate thy 
Prailes ! | 
«© O God of Glory! how excellent is thy Name! a 
Being of neceflary abſolute, uncauſed Excellency art 
thou. All pure, uncefiled, unlimited Perfections dwell 
with thee. Unbounded Light, Life, and Bliſs are 
thy Nature, and natural Poſſeſſion. O how incom- 
prehenſible and inſcrutable is thine Eſſence and Maje- 
ty! How are our Intellects confounded and over- 
whelmed at the Thought and Apprehenſion of thee ? 
Thy Glory dazzles our Sight, and even ſtrikes us 
Blind. Thy Beauties are aſtoniſhing and ſurprizing 
even to Angels themſelves. Thine Attributes are 10 
many tranicendant Glories. O the Glory of abſolute 
Neceſſity of Exiſtence and of Impoſſibility of ceaſing 
to be, or of being any other than thou ait! O the 
Prerogative of being dependant upon none, of being 
obliged to no other Being for Life, Perfection and 
Bleſſedneſs! O the Glory of an indefectible Eternity 
who knows what it is to have been without beginnin 
of Being, and to continue without Poſſibilit) ot Alter 
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ation or Change? O the Glory of unbounded Know- 
ledge, Goodneis and Power! thou knoweſt thy ſelf 
and the whole vaſt and various Creation. All Things 
and Perſons, all Minds and Hearts, all Languages, 
Words, Motions and Actions are perfectly known to 
thee. O what a Mind and Knowledge is there! all 
the Goodneſs contained in the vaſt Univerſe is but a 
Drop from thine exuberant Ocean. Thy Power is 
without Reſiſtance and Controul. What cannot that 
Power accompliſh that can create, and produce things 
from Nothing? can produce all poſiible Variety of 
Beings out of mere Non-entity? O who wou'd not 
fear thee, Lord God Almighty ! who knows the Glo- 
ry of abſolute Immenſity and Omnipreſence! How 
pure, ſpiritual, exalted, muſt that Eſſence be, that 
"muſt intimately permeate all other Eſſences, without 


any Poſiibility of being defiled by them, or of being 


acted upon by them? who knows the Glory of Divine 
Holineis, the Purity, and Brightneis of the Divine 
Nature? or of any other of thine intrinſic Excellen- 
cies? O what is it to be eternally and unboundedly 
bleſſed ? to be always filled with unmeaſurable Satis · 
ſation, Complacency and Delight. O the Wonders, 
the innumerable, ineffable Wonders of the Divine 
Eflence! Who can tell the Myſteries of thy Will? 
of thine eternal Counſel, Decree and Purpoſe? Who 
knows how abſolute and independent it is, and yet 
faithfully executed and fulfilied in conſiſlence with the 
free Minds and Wills of created Beings! O how haſt 
thou freely deſigned to glorify thy ſelf, and the va- 
rious Perfections of thy Name, and to raiſe an ever- 
laſting Monument of thine Excellencies, thy Sove- 
reignty, thy Holineſs and Grace ! 

Who can underſtand thy Works? in Wiſdom haſt 
thou made them all. Thou haſt hanged theſe lofty 
reſplendent Heavens over our Heads. Thou hait 
brightened and eſtabliſned the numerous Lights that 
ſnine there. Thou haſt ordered the Stations and Mo- 
| ons 
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4 tions of the Planets, for their Uſes and Subſerviences. 
Thou haft ordained and adjuſted the Orbits and Re- 
* volutions of the various Comets, for their ſtrange un- 
„ known Ends and Purpoſes. Thou haſt hanged the 
Earth upon nothing, and yet well poiſed, and fixed 
„ its Place, or Motion, in the Fluid Air. Thou haſt 
„ made all the curious diverſifyed Furniture thereof. O 
« what Proviſion haſt thou made for Man? How many 
&« Servants haſt thou given him? What a Retinue has he 
„round about him? Thou haſt made Mah on the 
Earth; Thou haſt given him Abilities to know, love 
«© and admire thee. Thou haſt made him, as Mr. Her- 
bert ſays, The Secretary of thy Praiſe, All thy Works 
« praiſe thee. Thou filleft Heaven with thy Glory, 
« Earth, with the Riches of thy Goodneſs; Hell, with 
„ the Demonſtrations of thy Purity, Power, Jealouſy 
„ and Righteouſneſs. | 

« O whata God is here? and yet how ſmall a Por- 
« tion of thee is heard and known? Shall I not re- 
« Joice in thee, in thy Glories and Perfections? Shall 
J not delight My {elf in this great, good, and bleſ- 
« ſed Lord? O that I may be aſſured of thy Love to 
« me, and accordingly make my Boaſt of thee all the 
« Day long! O that I may be more and more Am- 
e bitious to be thine ! humbly proud to love and ſerve 
« thee! Bleſſed Lord I wou d ſtill refign and confign 
« my ſelf to thee ! and ſtill humbly beg and crave, and 
« ſue that this God may be my God for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Walſall, Feb. 18. Shrove- Tucſelay, 1723.4. State 
58 incunte. 

« O the Wonders of Divine Patience, Mercy, Con- 
« deſcenſion, Beneficence, Bounty and Love in all the 
« Forms of it? 

« O the Wonders of the Divine Majeſty and Perfec- 
„ tion mentioned before! Wou'd this God love this 
« World, and love it at ſuch a Rate as the Goſpel 
« declares? It is incom prehenſible, it is almoit ineredi- 
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ble. This filly, fordid, ſinful World! This filly 
« World! ſo remote from Knowledge, Wiſdom, Good- 
« neſs or Excellency ; ſo remote from Heaven! ſo diſ- 
tant from the Angelic Spirits, and from the Regions 
of Light, Activit) and Bliſs! a World fo involved 
« in Ignorance and Darkneſs, in Incogitancy, Inad- 
« vertency, Folly, Error, Deceit, Deluſion and Diſtrac- 
tion l An idle, vain, impertinent World! What good 
% has it done, what uſe has it been of ſince the Founda- 
„ tion was laid? It is true, it was once innocent and 

« beautiful and good. But that Luſtre ſoon faded, the 
« Crown ſoon fell from its Head, and Sin, and all the 
« hideous Conſequences of Sin ſoon ruſhed in with Vio- 
« lence. And now what has it been in all Ages? The 
« Houſe of Blindneſs, Vanity and Woe. What have 
« all its Scenes been in all the ſucceeding Centaries 
« of it? A long Train of utter Deluſion and Madneſs ! 
« What is all the Hiſtory of it, but a long continued 
« diſmal Tragedy? A long Plot of Contention for the 
% Vanities, Trifles and Fooleries of the empty periſh- 
« ing World? a laſting Contrivance for tripping up 
% one anothers Heels, for the catching of Bubbles 
« and Feathers? And for the Contrivers, now where 
« are they? What has been the Bufineſs of this World ? 
« Eating, Drinking, Building, Fighting, Marrying, 
« and being given in Marriage, getting E fates, Game- 
« ing, Lying and Cheating, — and Laſciviouſneſs, 
« Killing and being killed. is this Work for 
« immortal Spirits ? 

«© Nay, what is the lawful Buſineſs of the World 
&« ſo far as it is civil, ſecular or temporary? Suppoſe 
« it be enjoying the Pleaſures of the animal Life, 
« raiſing an Eitate, rearing a Family, governing a 
Kingdom; how ſoon is the Play over, and the buſy 
* thoughtful zealous Actor has done with all his Cares 
« and is laid to Sleep and Reſt and moulder for hun- 
« dreds or thouſands of Years in a cold, dark, ſub- 
* terraneous Grot? and is this Life, and the Work 
« of Life? 4A 
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« A ſordid World! that came from the Duſt, and is 


* going to the Duſt again ! is made up of Fleſh, and 


« minds the Fleſh ; lives to the Fleſh and-of the Fleſh 
<« reaps Corruption. A ſordid World, that wallows in 
« Mire and Filth, indulges all Pollutions and Defile- 


«« ments and haſtens to the moſt vile and impure part 


« of the Creation of God. 


« A ſinful World as appears by all this. It drinketh 
« in * — as Water, runs counter to Heaven, de- 


« ſpiſes ſpiritual Wiſdom, abuſes divine Goodneſs, ſcorn. 
e eth the Inſtances and Diſplays of divine Love, and 
« ſetteth it ſelf in Defiance to the Riches of Grace. 
« Strange that ſuch a World ſhou'd continue fo long! 
that the Maker of it ſhou'd uphold the Pillars of it 

« fo many thouſand Years! en has he not let it drop 
„ long ago into Night and Confuſion, and Ruins? But 
« wou'd the great God love the World ? and love it by 
an eternal Counſel and Purpoſe of Love ! vou dhe exert 


« and employ his eternal Wiſdom in order to demon- 
« ſtrate his Love to the World! Wou'd he employ his 
« Wiſdom to prepare a Glory, a Bleſſedneſs for the 


„World? Wou'd he employ his Wiſdom in preparing 
« the Way, and providing the Means by which we mutt 
* be brought to that Glory? Muſt the Way be by an 
« Atonement made for the Guilt of. the World ! Muſt 


« a valuable Sacrifice be ſlain for the Sin. of the World? 


« Muſt that Sacrifice be the beloved Son of God ? the 
« Off- ſpring of his own Eſſence! the refulgent Emana- 
« tion of his own Glory! Muſt the Son of his Nature 
« be the Son of Man! Muſt the Son of his Love be 
« the Lamb of God, that is ſlain for the World, and 
„ waſheth the World from Sin by his own Blood! O 
« what Love is here! What is Man that thou ſetteſt 
- «© thine Heart upon him] Muſt, out of Stones, Chil- 
s dren be raiſed to Abraham ! Will the Prince of Light 
« and Wiſdom go to Bedlam to ſeek a Spouſe? O what 
« Condefcenſion and Goodneſs is here! Will the Prince 
« of Heaven and Glory _ down into the. Suburbs 
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* of Hell to ſeek Favourites and Companions in Glo- 
* ry? O what generous, diſintereſted Love was here! 
“O that I cou'd admire and applaud this Love! O 
* that I cou'd cleave to this holy, humble, lowly, love- 
« ly Courtier! O that this "wy this Soul, theſe 
Powers may be ever his! conſecrated to him now, 
© devoted to his Love and Name, to his Praiſes, Cele- 
% brations and Applauſes for evermore. - 
In the next Tar, 5 9. Shrove Tueſday, 1724-5 lat. 
| He expreſſes himſelf hus, 
e Bleffed be God for one year more, a merciful Year ! 
« ] have travelled much and in all my Motions and 
* Journies have been mercifully preſerved, delivered 
from Fears and Dangers, have fund F avour and Good- 
« neſs in every Place, and been attended with gracious 
« Providences! bleſſed be God! | 
O that I could joy, or rejoice in God! Rom. v. 11, 
*« what elle is there to rejoice in! The World is empty, 
6 fordid haſtning to Diflolution : The Fleſh is weak, 
« impure, unlike the Soul, going to the Duſt: The 
c Pleaſures of the Fleſh are ſhallow, ſuperficial, mo- 
Ar menary, deluſive! O the Joy that we may have in 
« But will the great holy God allow that ſuch as we 

t ſhou'd joy in him! We, that have 6 affronted him 
4 fo deſpiſed his Law and Government, fo abuſed. his 
Patience, ſo miſemployed his Mercies, ſo lighted his 
Son; ſo grieved his Spirit, and provoked his Indigna- 
« tion ! Will he permit us to joy in him whoſe Hearts 
know ſo little of heavenly joy! whoſe Hearts have 
<«« been ſo filled with carnal, ſenſual, alienating Joys ! 
% who have been ſo apt to run away from him as if he 
«« were dreadful, and no Cauſe of joy to be found. in, 

« him! who have been ready to fly to any thin 

« elſe, to the World and Sin, yea to. the Devil himſe 
« for Joy' will he permit us to joy in him who might 
« ſo juſtly be angry with us? might paur aut the Vials 
« of his Indignation upon us; might tramp 5 — 
; | « Hell, 


to thee ! yea thou calteſt, and — galleſt 
« us to thy (elf. Acceſs is made for us to thy Preſence 
% and Throne. Fhou haſt been, in thy Chriſt, recon- 
« ciling- us to thy yy — trailing us fo fully, 
« that we 75 ty (wer in thes. 


« I word . 

« . 101d vo in thy very Being and Exiſtence: 
% 'Fhat thou art; and art, what thou art. That thou 
« art that high, excellent and lofty one that thou art. 
« Thou art indeed, whether 1 will or no, whether 
“Heaven and Earth, or Hell will or no. But I wou'd 
«- joy even im the Certainty and Infallibility of thine Ex- 
«« iſtencs ;- even upon that very Account becauſe neither 
Heaven, or Earth, nor Hell can, in the leaſt, prevent, 
« hinder, or injure thine Exiſtence. Tis Wiſdom to 
« make a Virtue of neceſſity. It is the higheſt Wiſe 
« dom and Virtue (the woſt facred Dif ſition, for ought 
„ knaw) to joy in the Neceſſity of thine Exiſtence. 
« "Tis a neceſſity of Perfection and not of Imperfecti- 


6 22 A receflity- that 2 r 
dination — of all * 
2 extrinfic Fate or Fatality. F 


« Being that thus exiſts Brelichey to it ſel 

* tive | Pate Perfection draws Affection: Beauty and 

« Glory is of itſelf alluring and lovely. How attracti 

« and | amiable, houkd fuck a neceſſary Ocean's? Baced. * 

lence and Perſection neceſſarily he to my Soul? 

6c — — 2 it is not meet, — 4 ag nothin * 

60 ingneſs) ſhowd totally and abſolutely e 

that inſtead of Entity or Being, there ſhou'd be 2 

« tirely nothing, and non exiſtence. There wou'd then 

be none of that Beauty, Excellency,” Goodneſs and 
« Happineſs that now exiſts: It was meet that there 

% ſhou'd: be Amiableneſſ · and. Perfection, 1 ox 

re Non-Exfiftvnce: = 
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% The Mind is ſtruck with Horror at the Thoughts of 
* an eternal, Ubiquitarious Nothingneſs and Non Exiſt - | 
* ence. Reaſon ſpeaks for a neceſſity of Exiſtence to 
* ſome Being or other. Reaſon ſays that it is meet that 
*« the Being that neceſſarily exiſts, ſhould be as worthy 
% to exiſt as it is neceſſary. As excellent, amiable and 
*c.perfe&, as it is impoſſible to give over its Exiſ- 
* tence. If it have no Life, it cannot be ſenſible of 


its Exiſtence. It can enjoy nothing. If it have no 


*c- Intelligence, it cannot underſtand what Exiſtence and 
* Excellence is. If it have no Power it can do nothin 
% and ſo be juſt good for nothing. The dark, dull, 
* unactive Matter of this World wou*d be good for no- 
* thing, if it were the neceſſary immutable Being. Rea- 
„ fon wou'd ſay, that the neceſſary Being ought to be 
a _— of knowing, feeling, perceiving the Neceſſity 
be of its own Exiſtence, the Combination of thoſe Per- 
*« feftions from which the Neceſſity of its Exiſtence 
*« Springs. . Vs 


- The following Shrove-Tueſday, Feb. 22. 1725-6. He 
goes on with the ſame Meditation. 

« 'The Being that neceſſarily exiſts, muſt be amaz- 

« ingly excellent and noble. Its Exiſtence is owing to 
« no foreign Will or Power. It is no contingent, pre- 
« carious Exiſtence. The Reaſon of its Exiſtence muſt 
« be contained within its ſelf, in its own Nature, and 
that ſeems to be no other than the immenſe Perfec- 
« tion of its Nature. The Confluence of all Perfection 
* requires the Confluence of all Exiſtence ſuitable there- 
* to. The Confluence of all Exiſtence, ſuitable to that 
Perfection, muſt be what we call neceſſary, (inevit- 
able, impregnable) Exiſtence. A Being thus immenſe- 
ly perfect muſt be conſcious of its own Perfection, 
«© without Intelligence it wou d be vaſtly imperfect. An 
Intelligence that did not reach to its ovun Nature and 
% Properties wou d be extreamly defective. It were not 
* likely to know other things perfectly, if it did not 
a SE perfectly 
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perfectly know itſelf, nor cou d there be any other Be- 
ing ſo worthy of its Knowledge. Being perfectly ſelf- 
« conſcious it muſt approve its own Perfection. The 
« Will muſt go along with the Underſtanding here, 
© ſhou d there be a Variation of the Will from Know- 
« ledge or Conſciouſneſs there wou'd be Self Diſplicen- 
« cy. That wou'd argue Imperfection and Infelicity. 
« But immenſe Perfection mult attract a perfect Will. 
« And fo this perfect Will, will acquieſce in all the at- 
„ tendant or concomitant Perfections with full Delight, 
4 and fo this neceſſary, felf-exiſtent Being muſt be ſa- 
« tisfied from itſelf; muſt be happy in the Poſſeſſion, 
„% Knowledge, and Enjoyment of its own immenſe Ex- 
« cellencies. It need not look out of, or beyond it 
« ſelf for any Felicity. It is independent on all other 
« Beings; knoweth that other Beings mult depend up- 
« on it ſelf, and its own Pleaſure. It is therefore o 
« full that it needs nothing elſe. And what it freely 
« creates, or makes, tho' never fo excellent 'in its {clf, 
« muſt fall infinitely ſhort of its own Perfection. This 
“is the Being that is Zehovah, the moſt neceſſarily, im- 
% mutably, perfectly exiſtent One! This is the EI Sbad- 
« da; The mighty all- ſufficient for himſelf, and all 
e the Beings he is pleaſed to produce. This is he, that 
« faith, I AM. I exiſt, and am all Exiſtence. I eſſen- 
« tally, totally, and moſt excellently exiſt. 7am what 
«© Tam! J am what I muſt be; what neceſſary Exiſ- 
« tence, and neceſſary Perfection require, I am. I can- 
not be more perfect than I am. I cannot wiſh to 
be more excellent, more good, more glorious than I 
am. 4 th 
This Being art thou, O my gracious God! All 
this neceſſity of Exiſtence, all this neceſſity of Perfec- 
tion is thine : Thy indefectible Right, Prerogative 
* and Glory. And I wou'd rejoice therein, I wou'd 
rejoic2 that thou art God; that thou art this God, 
that all this Beauty and Bleſſedneſs is thine. Bleſs the 
% Lord (Jehovah) O my —_ and ali that is within 


3 «6 me 


ECTS 
— 


* 
* 
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« and Beauties. 


** me bleſs his holy Name! Blef him chat he is God, | 
** and that none cle is fo. The Exiſtence, Perfection, 
and Glory of God may not be properly the 
* of Thankſgiviug; (that ſeems to be ſome free Fa- 
** your) but it may be the Object of Bleſſing, Joy and 
„ Praile, I wou'd bleſs and rejoice that thou axt- God 
* over all, blefled for erer: 
De Hul ſaith in his Heart there. i; mw God. His 
* Folly and Unthoughtfulnes makes him think there is 
* none: His wickedneſs, or the wickednels. of his Fol- 
* Iy, make him wiſh, there were no God. Ang this 
1 s the uſual Ground of Atheiſm. The guilty 


% Mortal is afraid of a God, and cou'd wiſh there yere 


** none. I would be glad, there is a God; an Ocean 
** of boundleſs Perfection. One that is immenſely bleſ- 
* ſed in himſelf, and is able to make other . Beings 
„ bleſſed too. And I won d xejoice that thou, whoſe 
% Name is Jelovab, art this God, and art enriched 
« with all this Fullneſs of Perfection and Fklicity for 


r evermore. The Lord (Jehovah) he is God; let the 


Heavens rejoice ; let the Inhabitants of Heaven ap- 
„ plaud! let the Earth and the Intelligent Tenants 
#. thereof ſhout and ſing! I wou d rejoice in thine Exiſ- 


* tence, in the Necetlity, and Perfection of it. 


4 2, I wou'd rejoice in the particular Excellencies, 


, and Attributes that are comprehended therein; and fo 


< firſt, in thoſe that may ſeem more Phyſical; and fo 
« I wou'd rejoice. A | 
. © 1, In thine Eternity, from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
ing, Thou art God. It was -impoſſible for thee to 
be brought into Being, or to have a Beginning of 
« thine Exiſtence. Thou diſdaineſt any Cauſe of thine 
«© Eſſence and Excellence. O incomprehenſible Majeſty ! 
„Time and Days have nothing to: do with thee! 
Thou didſt never enter upon Life; waſt never diſſeiz- 
« ed of thy Glories! Before the Heavens were made, 
% and Angels ſtarted into Being, Thou waſt the ſame 
« as now thou art, never diſpoſleſted of thy Perſections 
| 66 2. 
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« 2, In thine Immutability. Let it be the fame 
« with Eternity, or with neceſſity of Exiſtence, if it 
« will; yet it yeilds a gratefal variety to the Mind. All 
” ings here go to de ay, The Heavens wax old 
„ and change; as an old faſhion'd Garment ſhalt thou 
roll them up and lay them by: But thou continueſt 
« ſtill the fame. Thy Eſſence, thine Excellencies ad- 
« mit of no Impair, no Diminution: With thee there 
« is no ſhadow of Change, Immutable in Nature and 
„ Connfe|, in Covenant and covenanted Love. ; 

« 3. In thine Immenſity. The Heaven of Heavens, 
« were they ten thoufand times more, cannot contain 
« thee. ou pervadeſt the vaſt Creation and art in- 
« finitely beyond it all. O what an unconceivable Be. 
« ing art thou who muſt pervade all things that thon 
% makeſt, and yet not be infeQed, ill affected or made 
« paffive by any of them. None can reach thy tranſ- 
*« cendent Eflence. Neither the Joys of Heaven, nor 
the Plames of Hell can make any phyſical Im preſſion 
« upon-thy Majeſty. / I aſtend up into Heaven, thou 
* are there. If I go dun into Hell, thou art there al. 
% Thou art — nt with all Being, up- 
«« holdeft alt by the Word of thy Power. Thou ſeeſt 
all, and giveſt all their Life and Motion. Every 
« where ready to fave or to deftroy ! O boundleſs, un- 
« ſearchable Majeſty ! | 

« 4. In thy Glory; in thine intrinſically glorious Ef. 
„ ſence. We know not how to ſpeak of the Excellen- 
cy and Dignity of thy Subſtantiality and Nature. We 
« call it Light, but know it not. We call it Gi, but 
ve underſtand it not. Thy ſubſtance is too bright, 
* refulgent and ſublime for Angels to View. They 
**- mult cover their Faces before thee and only peep 
„ thro' their Wings. Thou diſcovereſt thy ſelf by the 
« mott radiant Fire, but it is but ſhade to thine eſſen- 
„tial Effulgency. Thou art the God of Glory; the 
* moſt glorious God. But we darken Counſel by 
„Words without Knowledge, when we. ſpzak of thy 

14 Glory. 


* — 
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« Glory. Bleſſed be the Glory of the Lord from his Place! 
« T befeech thee in due Time ſbew me thy Gm! 
5. In thy Happineſs : Thou art the happy, bleſſed 
« one. All Joy light is in thee, and with thee. 
« 'The' Confluence of all Excellence, muſt needs be Fe- 
« licity. Thou knoweſt all thou canſt know: Thou 
« canſt accompliſh all, that thou haſt a mind to ac- 
« compliſh. Thou poſſeſſeſt all, that thou haſta Deſire ta 
* 25 no Acc can be made to thy Perfections. 
« With thee there muſt be fulneſs * ; at thy 
« Right Hand are Pleaſures for evermore Thou canſt 
„make thouſands of Worlds to be bleſſed without any 
« Diminution of thy own Felicity. O blefſed be this 
6 bleſſed God : | 

«6. In thine Unicity; in thy ſingularity or oneli- 
c neſs. Thou are one and but one, bleſſed be the liv- 
ing and true God, that is only God. There is none 
like to thee in Heaven or Earth! Thou haſt no Com- 
6c 2 no Rival. All the Gods of the Gentiles are 
5 Idols and Vanities, Our God made the Heavens. I 
* wou'd rejoice in thine Incomparableneſs ; As there 
& are no Works like thine, So there are no Excellencies 
* like thine. One God is All- ſufficient; and the All- 
«« ſufficient Gad is but one. O bleſſed be that God, 
“ that lives and reigns alone who alone is Poſſeſſor of 
« divine Perfections and ' Glories! O that this God 
« may be my Gad for ever and ever! 

He mentions at the cloſe of this Meditation, his pub- 
liſhing this Year a new Edition of the Poem upon Death; 
and at the latter End of the laſt Year the Three Letters 
to the Deiſts, and that he then expected from the Preſs, 
The Religion of Feſus delineated. (concerning which Trea- 
tiſes, ſee the Preface to the Diſcourſe of Reconciliation) and 
concludes with a Requeſt to God, if it be his good Plea- 


ſure, to ſpare him this Year alſo, that he might do a lit- - 


tle more for God. n 67, He beg 5 
On Shrave-Tueſday, Feb. 14. 1736-7. He begins wi 
bleſling God, that, according to his Defire, he had ſpa- 


red him this Vear alſo. That he had'ſpared him, a 


7 
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Good, Uſeful Mr. Spillubury of Kidderminſter was laid © 
in the Grave. And then goes on with the two laſt Years 
Meditations. Joy in Ged. Rom. v. 11. 

I wou ' d rejoice as in the phyſical Perfections (as they 
« are called) beforementioned ; ſo in thoſe that are ſtiled 
« the moral Ones (whether rightly ſtiled ſo or no) and 
« ſo I wou'd Joy. 

« 1, In the Knowledge of God. And yet thy Know- 
« ledge can condemn me. It is uſually reckoned one of 
„ thoſe Books that will be opened at the laſt Day; and 
« out of which the World is to be judged in Juſtice. 

„ This Book may I well dread. It contains all my 
x« Sins and Impieties. Thou knoweſt the Corruption of 
% my Nature, Heart, and Powers; all my Ignorance and 
« Blindneſs of Mind; all my Errors, Inadvertencies, In- 
« diſcretions and Follies; all my ill Appetites and Paſ- 
« ſions; all my "Alienation from thee and Enmity to 
e thee, thy Law, and Goſpel, and holy Work; all my 
« Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit; all evil Thoughts, De- 
« ſires, Words, Carriage and Actions; all my Unbe- 
« lief, Impenitence, Hardneſs of Heart, Ingratitude for 
all thy Love; all the Vanity, Coldneſs, Formality, 
« Hypocriſy, ill Aims of all my Services, publick and 
«« private. O what a ſevere and ſwift Witneſs muſt th 
oh one FR be againſt me! And yet (as things ſtand) 
«« I wou'd joy in thy abſolute Knowledge. It is thy Per- 
«« fection. It is concerned for thy Glory. Thou know - 
e eft all the vaſt Creation and all the Things therein. 
Thou knovelt all the Deſigns, againſt thee and thy 
* Servants, and how to confront them, and how to de- 
liver thy own out of Temptation and Evil. Thou 
„ knowelt thy Self, thy Counſels and how to execute 
* them, and to bring Good out of Evil, to turn Sin to 
e thy Praiſe, to infatuate the proud and catch them in 
their own Snares, and to make all thine Enemies thy 
* Footſtool. : | 

And as thou knoweſt all my Sins, I truſt thou 
Kknoweſt alfo, that they are blotted out of the Book of 
41 thy 4 
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+ thy Remembrance, that they are pardoned and can- 
« celled in the Blood of the Covenant. And as thou 
« knoweſt all my ſinful Mind, and Heart and Ways, 
* © I truſt that thou knowelt that J love thee ; at leaſt 
* that I admige thee, and all thy kind, condeſcending, 
«© compaſbopate Diſpenſations towards me. O that I 
6 =o akend to the World of perfect Admiration and 
40 e! 5 , 
« 2. In the Wiſdom of God; this mufl be the fame 
«6 in God ** Me Knowledge: = it is N a 
* different Nation mpart. It is practica 
** ledge, hs and — pal Jud * 
fairs, in executing Counſels, 
And the mare difficult the A 
* and intricate the Counſe 
* are, the more excellent nd lofty muſt the Wiſdom 
e be that accompliſhes the all. There is no Wiſdom 
« like thine. Thou knoweſt how to frame Worlds, to 
„% make the Heavens all their rich and glorious 
«+ Hoſts, to found the Earth, to ſpread the Air and Seas, 
4 and furniſh them all with Variety of Inhabitants. In 
« Wiſdom haſt thou made them all. All the Wiſdom 
% of this World is not ab to make a Flie, a Flea or 
« a Worm, O the Treafres of Wiſdom in and with 
* the only wiſe God! Aid ſtrange that there ſhou'd 
| © be hidden Wiſdom witf thee, (wife Methods repoſited 
1 with thee) which thou ordain'dft before the World was 
&* for our Glory! wou'd the great God employ his 
« Wiſdom for us, for our Salvation, for our Arrival 
« at cternal Salvation with eternal Glory ! what Loye. 
« is here? Thou art wiſe to found Salvation in Redemp . 
« tion; to provide ſuch a Redemption as is ſuitable to thy 
„Glory, and our Caſe, and Joy! Thy Wiidom has 
« wonderfully made and faſhioned me; has preſerved me 
4 all theſe ſixty Years ; has delivered me from innumer- 
% able Sorrows, Diſeaſes, and Dangers. Has provided 
* mercifully for me in every Place and Station. Has 
« given me all my little Capacity for Service; Has 
6-8 | 46 con- 


4 — 
Fare, the more high 
e more noble the Ends 
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« gonduſted me fafely hitherta, O let thy Wiſdom 
« guide me ſtill] may it ſhing into me, and go before 
«« mel Conduct me down to Death; and ing me out 
« in the Grave, and {ct all the ſcattered Bones and Duſt 
« together, and transform this vile Body, and make 
it like the Saviours gloriogs Body, by that wile Ope- 
<< ration whereby thou wilt ſubdue all things to thy * 

Thus did the pious Mr. Reynolds Joy in God. I 
Scheme he had laid wou d have ſerved I ſuppoſe for ſe- 
veral other Meditations if it had pleaſed God to have gi - 
ven him more Years in this World, far there was be- 
hind of the. Perſections of God, which he had begun to- 
conſider under the Character of moral Ones, his Pozrer, 
his Geodneſi, Fuftice, Truth, Faithfulngh, Holineſs. The. 
Caunſels of God, he alſo propoſed to meditate on, ang re- 
joice in, and the Relation, he bears to this World, as 
C — P nay eee R _— 2 1 C- 
rißer, or, in Covenant; and | ns 4 * 
Jap i» Cond 5 26: that this Gad do cum | wu 
4 Theſe Conf 2 tat 2 — fob Per- 

Hows reconciled in Chrift Jeſus, quit per 1nferences 
from the whole. ; 55 | 

But God removed him this Year to that World where 
he has a more enlarged and comprehenſive View of 
thoſe Excellencies and Perfeftions of the diving Maje- 
ty, which he had ſo much ſtudied and contemplated 
and in which he thus exulted and rejoiced here, and 
perhaps of many ethers which Men of the moſt ele- 
vated Capacities for knowing God, can have no notice 
of in this State of Diſtance and Imperſection, and which 
when diſcovered, may be as felicugting, and ennobling, 
and as truly Matter of our Joy as any of thoſe we are 
already acquainted with: and where he dees more con- 
ftantly and uninterruptedly rejoiet in God 5 where there 
is fulneſs of Joy, and everflowing Rivers of Pleafure. 

And I cannot but abſerve famething peculiar in the 
cloſe of this laſt Meditation. In thoſe of preceding- 
years, ke deſires that God won d give him @ little longer 


/, 


\ 
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Time for ſervice, or that he wou'd ſpare him that year 

alſo to do ſomething more for him, 1 here be omits - 
that and prayeth, chat God ayon'd guide him fill, wou'd 
conduct him down to Death, aſs, find him out in the 
Grave and ſet all his ſcatter 4 Bones and Duſt together, 
&c. An argument to me that he either had no Expecta- 
tion of Living out this Year, or that he had had enough | 
of time, and Days, and Years here, and had rather now 


to leave the World, and dwell with Chriſt, if God ſaw 


fit fo to order it. | 


He had met with ſome troubles the laſt Year that 
he did not expect, and was thereby drawn more into 


= 


the World, and neceſſarily engaged further in the Buſi- 
- neſs of it, than ever he deſired, 


or deſigned to be. He 
had alſo, the Summer, in which he died, à Fall from 
his Horſe, in a Journey that his Affairs obliged him to 


take, which much bruis'd him; theſe Things together 


bore hard upon him, and much weakned his Conſtitu- 


tion. However he continued his uſual Work of preach- 
ing once on a Lord's Day, and of purſuing his belov 

Studies, till a little before his Death. Something above 
a Week before he died, he was ſeized with a Feveriſh 
Diſorder in the Pulpit at Ve Bromwich, ſeemed not 
much to regard it, came home to Walſall a Day or two 
after, had more than uſual Complaints, but was not con- 


fined to his Room, and wou'd not admit that any of his 


Relations, or that Mr. Godley, - (Who at that Time was ab- 
ſent from home) ſhou'd be ſent for to him. He ſeemed 
to have had a mind to ſlip out of the World in a private 
manner, and to have none of that Trouble and Concern, 


Which a ſolemn parting with Friends and Relations is 


apt to give in the hour of Death; the tenderneſs of his 
Spirit might have render'd this more grievous' to him 
then his Diſſolution itſelf. One of his Relations and 


Mr. Godley came to him before his Departure, but his 


|  Diſtemper had fo affected his Head, that he hardly 


knew either of them. He went to God, Aug. 24. 


| i727. (on which Day, as I remember, died alio the 


Reverend 


j 
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Reverend Mr. Thomas Reynolds of London) He was in 
the 61 Year of his Age, io long had God in Mercy to 
his Church continued his Uſeful Life, under a great 
many Infirmities, and contrary to his own and others 
Expectations. EVE, 
is Character will be eaſily gather'd by the Reader. 
| m what has been related concerning him in theſe Me: 
moirs, however I am not willing to conclude this Ac- 
count of him, without attempting in ſome Meaſure to 
repreſent it. | | 7 
He was a Perſon of uncommon Piety ; had the deepeſt 
Veneration of God impreſſed upon his Mind, and thought 
and ſpoke of him always with the greateſt Awe and Se- 
riouſneſs. He was much engaged in contemplating the 
Perfections and Excellencies, the Ways and Works of 
God; His Works of Creation, Providence and Redemp- 
tion; and he greatly admired God in all of them, and 
that Power, Wiſdom, Love and Grace that he. has ma- 
nifeſted and diſplayed in them. He took particular 
Notice of all God's dealings with himſelf whether mer- 
ciful or afflictive, was eſpecially careful frequently to 
review and record his kind and merciful Diſpenſations, 
endeavoured to affect his Soul with grateful Reſentments 
of the Divine Favours, and to behave in a manner fuit- 
able to the Obligations they laid him under; and it was 
matter of Grief to him, if at any Time he did not feel 
in his Heart that Marm, lively, and affecting ſenſe 
of them that he always deſired to dwell there. | 
He had entirely and unreſervedly devoted and dedi- 
cated himſelf to God, and exerciſed a ſtrict and conſtant 
Dependance upon him, this he expreſſed by ſeeking his 
Guidance and Direction in all his Affairs and Concerns, 
eſpecially thoſe of great Moment and Importance, by his 
Sollicitude to enjoy ſuch Direction, and his determined 
2 thereof, whenever and howſoever ſigniſied to 
him. | 2 
He ſet God always before him, conſidered himſelf as 
under his Eye and Obſervation, and this made hm very 
fe erious 


o 
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and of being inſtrumental in training them up for 


_ conſiderable A 41 with them; he was well in- 
e 
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ſerious/ Caatious and dire in the whole of his 

Behuviout; His chief Deſire and Endeavour being wo 76 

commend himſelf to the Favour and Approbation of this 

All-ſecing and Heart God 
He was full of Zeal for and his Glory, and ef 


Pity and Compaſfon ww precious and mmortil Souls, 


he had great tendernefs for them, ſerved them in Love, 
and was moſt earneſtly deſirous of tarking” them fro 
Darkneſs to Light, of gaining them for God and 


Glory, and making them meer for a Tranſplantation to 
the heavenly Regions; if he ſaw this Work and 
carrying on in any Souls thro” means of his Mimiſfry, it 
was the Joy and rejoicing of his Heart. He was accef- 
fable to the pooreſt of his Con „whenever t 


ſuch were ever welcome to him; he was much: 


eame to him about the Affairs of their immortal oo 1 
P 
with — Viſiters, and treated them with the moſt win- 


ning and engaging Love, and Tenderneſs and Neſpect, 
and whatever they applied to him about, he 
himſelf to their Circumſtances, as he had an admitable 


Faculty of doing, and gave them Inſtructions proper 
therets. 


He ed Jr ed ar miniſterial Qualiſications, had 
laid in a hof — human Literature, 
3 a good uſe of it in his Compoſitiens, tho* with- 
out any aſtected ſhew or pomp thereof. He had itu- 
died the Scriptures diligently, and had gained a very 


ſtructed in the Kin dom of God, and was never at a 
loſs for ſuitable —_ eicher in pra or preaching. 
He had indeed commonly Notes Lge þ in the Pulpit, * 
but he ſeldom writ down all that he delivered there, nor 


confined himſelf to his Notes. He had his Eye much 
upon the Auditory, to ſee how they were affected with 
what was ſpoken, that he might purſue or ſirengtlien 
any Thoughts. or Exprefiiens- that he perteived to be 
moving to them. the was extream! y modeſt and- le | 
e 
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ble, entertained 4 very low Opinion of himſelf, aud of 


his Performances, tho' fo much valued and eſteemed by 
others; This made him too deſfrous to hide hiriifelf | 
from the Notice of Mankind, arid to eovet Privacy and 
Retirement, more than perhaps 4 Perſon of his Abilities 
for an acceptable Diſcharge of very publick Services, 
ought to have done. His Temper and Diſpoſition in 
this Reſpect is beautifully deſcribed by bimfelf in a Poe. 
tical Paraphraſe of his itpoti Sanrea s Thyeft, publiſhed 
among his Poems. I believe Fal/all was as ſuitable # 
Place to this his Temper, as any he lived in. There 
he lived in a great meaſure unnoticed and unknown. * 
There he undiſturbedly parfued his beloved Work and 
Studies; There he had in Mr. Godley a true, a fincere,, 
an ingenious and good humour'd Friend to hare his 42 
and footh his Moe, &c. There did he maintain v 

and intimate Converſe and Communion with Heaven, - 
did looſen by Degrees from this World, and grow up 
in Meetneſs for the Employments and Enjoy ments of the 
bleſſed above, and took his Flight at laſt to them in as 
private a manner as he had lived. 

His genera] Converſation was grave and ſerious, ſa- 
voured much of Heaven and heavenly things, but 'twas 
always Courteous and Obliging, full of Sweetneſs and 
Candour, and oftentimes very pleaſant and facetious. 

He was a Perſon of moſt extenſive Love to Mankind; 
was of a very benevolent Temper and” Diſpoſition, and 
as far as lay in his Power contributed: to the Welfare 
and Happineſs of Men. His Charity was ſo great; that 
tho he had a plentiful Eſtate he ſaved nothing, but free- 
ly gave whatever he cou'd ſpare to the poor. 

He was peaceable and a Promoter of Peace, he was 
grieved at thoſe Diviſions aud Animoſities that ſo much 
3 among the Profeſſors. of Chriſtianity, and la- 

ured to compoſe them, as knowing that Religion was 
more likely to proſper and flouriſh amidſt Peace and 
Love, than amidſt the Noiſe of Eccleſiaſtical Wars and 
Contentions. | 
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- He had a true Love, and Efteem for all good Perſons, 


"= 


* 


cou'd ſee, and approve the Image of God and Chriftfin © 


thoſe of different minations, and cou'd not apprehend 


why ſuch who Pony agreed in the Principles of 
Chriſtianity, and 


alike felt the Efficacious Influences 
of them, might not keep up and maintain Communion 
with each other, notwithſtanding their Differences in 


external Modes and Circumſtances of Worſhip, and in 


their notions of Things, that did not. enter at all into 
the Conſtitution of- Chri 
Perſons of a Cenſorious Spirit, he thought it to be no 


great evidence of true Religion in any, that they were 


in judging and condemning thoſe that diftered from 
them, .this is what therefore he carefully avoided. In 


a word he diligently cultivated m his Mind all the 
bleſſed Fruits of the Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, Long- 
ſuffering, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, and Temperance, 
and expreſſed chem in the whole of his Converſation and 


Behaviour. ; 


ſtianity. He did not love to ſee. 


| 


